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New faces of mission 




T he Anglican Commun- 
ion cam$ to Dorchester 
Abbey on Sunday, 
March 14. Students from all over 
the world studying at USPG’s 
College of the Ascension in Bir- 
mingham mingled with parish- 
ioners from around the Oxford 
Diocese, to witness the commis- 
sioning of four new USPG mis- 
sionaries by the Bishop of Ox- 
ford. 

It is the first time in USPG’ s 
recent history that a Diocese has 
commissioned missionaries. 
Also unusual was the fact that 
the wives were also commis- 
sioned, alongside their husbands. 

The service had been planned 
by the four missionaries, the 
Revd Ian and Mrs Raffaella 
Hutchinson 
and the Revd 
Dr James and 
Mrs Judith 
Gardom, who also led the inter- 
cessionary prayers. One of the 
parishes supporting them is St 
Mary’s, Chalgrove, and their 
choir in bright yellow sweat shirts 
sang at the service along with an 
international choir from the Col- 
lege of the Ascension complete 
with African drums. 

A challenging sermon on con- 
temporary mission was given by 
the Revd Philip Wetherell, Head 
of USPG Mission Personnel, 
who emphasised that mission 
today is as much about receiving 
from the worldwide Church as 
about giving to it. 

More than 350 people filled 
the Abbey. They included friends 
of USPG and people from par- 
ishes who are supporting the 
projects. “Our parish feels as 
though we are sending the mis- 
sionaries,” said one parishioner. 
“ They never gave us a send-off 
like this! “ said an elderly lady 


who had spent her working life as 
a missionary in India. 

The Hutchinsons are going to 
work with the Church in Vene- 
zuela. Ian, formerly curate at St 
Mary- the-Virgin Church, Iffley, 
has been appointed priest-in- 
charge of the church in (tiudad 
Guayana, a large city in the north 
east of the country. He will also 
be setting up a theological train- 
ing programme. Raffaella will be 
developing the diocesan social 
programme there, and will work 
among the city’ s street children. 

For Ian, going to Venezuela feels 
like ‘going home’, as he has lived 
in many Latin American coun- 
tries. Raffaella is Italian, and has 
worked with a Roman Catholic 
missionary order amongst the 
homeless in 
Turin, and in 
Zaire. The two 
met while ‘Raf- 
fy* was finishing her degree in 
Oxford. 

The Gardoms also have strong 
Diocesan links. They met while 
studying theology and philoso- 
phy at Oxford University. 

Returning from their first post- 
ing in Zimbabwe, James trained 
for ordination at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon and served his curacy 
in Witney. 

They are returning to Zimba- 
bwe with their two young chil- 
dren, Clare and Joseph, to take up 
posts at the new national Theo- 
logical College in Harare. James 
has been appointed Dean of Stud- 
ies, and Judith will be teaching. 
Both couples take up their new 
appointments at Easter time. 

The DOOR will bring more news 
of the Hutchinsons and the Gar- 
doms once they have settled into 
their new ministries. Meanwhile 
our love and prayers go with 
them. 


Report by Nicola Currie 


Atlantic mystery tour 

An American teacher will fly the Atlantic especially to take part in the 
Long Crendon Mystery Plays for the second time. Dan Wallace, who 
will take the part of Jesus in all five plays, is a school teacher in a Maine 
secondary school. 

“It was my singing which brought me to the Mystery Plays,” says 
Dan. While studying at Cuddeson in 1981 he happened to attend Long 
Crendon Church, near Thame in Oxfordshire, with his wife Marilyn. 
“Although most English hymn tunes are not familiar to an Episcopa- 
lian, the man next to me pounced on me after the service, explaining 
that he was producing one of the forthcoming Mystery Plays and that 
my voice was exactly right for one of the parts.” Despite college 
exams, the prospect was too exciting to resist, and Dan took part. 

Now, 1 2 years later, with the cooperation of a sympathetic headmas- 
ter, he is flying over to take part again. “The Mystery Plays are a 
staggering manifestation of the vitality of the people of Long Cren- 
don, Chearsley and Nether Winchendon. I can only hope that, by 
accepting God’s gift of this opportunity to be together for Him, we 
may further His purpose and enrich both our community and our 
lives.” Dan Wallace said. 

This year's Mystery Plays will be performed at St Mary ’s Church. 
Long Crendon on April 28, 29, 30 and May 1. Box Office: Long 
Crendon 208654. 



Pictured at the Abbey (I to r): James and Judith Gardom with children Clare and Joseph, 
and Ian and Raffaella Hutchinson 


Budget impact is 'outrageous' 


The Church Commissioners 
have produced some early fig- 
ures which show the effect of 
the budget on individual clergy 
and churches. Clearly, the big- 
gest factor in this budget is the 
VAT on domestic fuel. VAT 
at 8% in 1994 could cost the 
Church an extra £3 million, 
and at the full rate of 17.5% in 
1995 some £7 million. The 
average clergyman will pay 
about £354 extra tax in 1994, 
including the increase in na- 
tional insurance, the restric- 
tion of married couple’s relief 
and VAT on fuel at 8%. 

Church groups have wel- 
comed the lowering of the mini- 
mum gift aid from £400 to 
£250, and the increase in the 
give-as-you-earn maximum 
from £600 to £900. 


However, the greatest con- 
cern of Churches is for those 
on low wages. Church Action 
on Poverty, the ecumenical 
group concerned with poverty 
issues, has described the Chan- 
cellor’s imposition of VAT on 
domestic fuel as ‘outrageous’. 
Paul Goggins, National Co- 
ordinator of CAP said: “What 
the Government is proposing 
is a tax on warmth and light. 
This is just the latest example 
of how switching taxes from 
incomes to spending takes 
money from those least able to 
pay”. CAP point out that 
households in the bottom fifth 
of the income range spend pro- 
portionally twice as much on 
fuel than those on higher in- 
comes, and that those who rely 
on Income Support already 


only receive about two-thirds 
of what they need to meet their 
basic requirements. 

The Revd Paul Nicholson, 
group vicar in the Hambleden 
Valley, strongly condemned 
the move. He said: “We are 
told that an amount will be 
added to Income Support to 
cover the addition of VAT but 
there is no way of knowing 
whether the amounts already 
allowed are sufficient to cover 
basic need." 

However, the environmental- 
ist group, Friends of the Earth, 
have welcomed the move. “By 
spending about £500 on en- 
ergy efficiency measures over 
the next two years, the average 
household should be able to 
guarantee avoiding this tax 
burden.” 


‘Easter 
greetings 
to aCC 
E)0 
readers 


Inside the 
DOOR 
this month 

• Is your vicar’s wife an 
artist, a research scientist or 
a lecturer in theology who 
also keeps Jacob sheep? 
Possibly not, but our middle 
page feature (pages 12 and 
13) reveals that she is bound 
to be much more than ‘just 
the vicar’s wife’. 

•'Whether you are a 
Christian or not, coming to 
terms with disability is never 
easy. Pages 6 to 8 look at how 
some disabled people have 
triumphed over their 
problems. One is the Revd 
Richard Woodward, 
pictured below. 



A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting 



Craft made; skillfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: King Edward St 

(BETWEEN HIGH ST & ORIEL SQ) 
WOODSTOCK: On the A44 
CHELTENHAM: Regent Arcade 


one villag^!] 

The World Shop ^ 
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Sharing 


the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


• PLEASE TAKE A COPY - FREE! 
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EXPERTS 


JOHN BURT DHP, MIAH 

Help with anxiety, confidence, depression, phobias, 
personal problems, stress, smoking, 
weight problems etc. 

A sympathetic and totally confidential service. 

For appointment, FREE consultation or 
brochure telephone: 

0734 770800 


ALLAN WARDLE 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 
Carriage and Striking clocks 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Clocks bought and sold 
Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 and 8 M40) 
Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 




LEAD LIGHTS 
WINDOWS 

Craftsman Built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows 


Specialists in Church repairs and 
replacement windows 
Call us for free quotes on 

★ Refurbishment or Replacement of Lead Light 

★ Refurbishment or Replacement of Vandal Damage 
< Refurbishment or Replacement of Painted Details 

★ Refurbishment or Replacement of Stained Glass and Engraved Detail 
REFERENCE AVAILABLE, WORK UNDERTAKEN ON MANY LOCAL 

CHURCHES AND COLLEGES 



Interest Free Terms Available 

OXFORD (0865) 340831 

Shades of Glass, 12 Fane Drive, Berinsfield, Oxon 




SHOW HOMES 
WANTED!!! 

Operating Nationally, Bathroom 
Inspirations are looking for Show 
Homes in all areas. This is an 
opportunity for you to have a 
beautifully planned and designed 
bathroom professionally fitted at a 
bargain price. Inspirations don't come 
that often so grab this chance NOW 
by ringing FREE on 

0800 526212 

24 HOURS - 7 DAYS 


CREDIT TERMS 
AVAILABLE 


NO REPAYMENTS 
TILL JUNE!!! 

WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST 



t&h* 

Catheirtal 
g>dop 

Needs more voluntary staff. 

If you could help for 3 hours a week, or 
would like to know more please contact: 

Edward Evans, 

Christ Church Cathedral 
(0865) 201971 



Prayer mission 
for cathedrals 



# Bishop Michael Marshall and 
a team from the Archbishops’ 
Decade of Evangelism Spring- 
board initiative will be travel- 
ling around England on a prayer 
mission for two weeks after 
Easter. They will be visiting 
three cathedrals each day, to 
meet and pray with local peo- 
ple, and will be in Christ Church 
Cathedral in Oxford at 12 noon 
on April 23. “The team hopes 
that each cathedral will see a 
gathering of people from within 
the locality, entirely ecumeni- 
cal, who have a heart for prayer 
for this nation,” a spokesman 
said. 

# St John’s Church, Newbury, 
was packed for a requiem and 
thanksgiving Mass led by the 
Bishop of Reading to commem- 
orate the bombing of Newbury 
in 1943. The bomb destroyed 
the church, the school and some 
almhouses, and killed 15 peo- 
ple. The church has since been 
rebuilt, but a wooden crucifix 
from the old church, which mi- 
raculously survived the attack, 
was carried in the opening pro- 
cession. 

# Didcot’s new Church of Eng- 
land primary school at Lady- 


grove has been finished ahead 
of the contract completion date, 
and on March 10 parents were 
given a preview of the buildings 
and an opportunity to meet the 
headteacher, Mrs Sue Mantell. 
The school which opens in Sep- 
tember will take 300 pupils, and 
includes a nursery class and a 
community wing. It has been 
built with government funding, 
through a partnership with the 
Diocese and Oxfordshire Coun- 
ty Council. 

# Staff at Diocesan Church 
House raised £240 for Red Nose 
day with a Comic Relief lunch 
and raffle on March 12. 

# Dr Philip Agg, a theoretical 
scientist and musician who is the 
organist and choir director at 
Deddington Parish Church, has 
won two very different national 
prizes. He gained top marks in 
the Archbishops’ Certficate in 
Church Music, and also won the 
1992 Plowden Prize awarded by 
the British Nuclear Energy Soci- 
ety. 

# Ducklington's famous fritil- 
lary meadow is open to the pub- 
lic on Sunday April 25 . The flow- 
ers, now rare in the wild and 


seldom seen on this scale, at- 
tracted more than a thousand vis- 
itors at last year's traditional 
event. The 12th century church 
of St Bartholomew's, which 


Powerful media images tell us 
more and more about the rest of 
the world. Richard Thomas, the 
Diocesan Communications Of- 
ficer, warned the Dicoesan Syn- 
od that the media present a se- 
lected image of the world. “We 
need links with the Church over- 
seas to correct those images,” 
he said. 

Many parishes have already 
formed such links to find out 
“how the other half lives”. They 
have discovered the joy other 
Christians have in their faith. 
The vital visit of Les Jeunes 
from Zaire last year showed how 
they rejoice amid suffering (see 
the video of the visit made by 
Gill Poole of CMS). Gill says: 
“Overseas Christians also hold 
up a mirror in which we can see 
ourselves, our Church and our 


'manages' the day, will also be 
open. Ducklington is near Wit- 
ney, and the meadow and church 
will be open from 3pm, with a 
plant stall and refreshments. 


society.” A link may be a hand- 
shake or it can be a chain. The 
lessons to be learnt from linking, 
and how to form a positive link, 
will be explored at three Sharing 
Days in May. Partnership in 
World Mission has arranged 
these Saturdays at Bedgrove on 
May 1, Cowley on May 8, and 
Earley on May 15. Every parish 
has been invited to send two 
people. 

Bookings are being taken by 
Christopher Hall, The Knowle, 
Deddington, Banbury, 0X15 
0TB. Telephone: 0869 38225 for 
more information. 



Linking hands 
overseas 


IN MY VIEW by James Cobban 

SEX - where do we stand? 


The old rules of the game were supported by 
four powerful sanctions: ignorance, fear, 
Christian upbringing and belief, and social 
stigma. Those who broke the rules mostly did 
so with some degree of guilt. 

Things have changed. Sex has come out of 
the closet. Ignorance and fear have gone. 
Society is far more tolerant. The Churches’ 
power has waned; and in matters of sex, they 
can no longer sound the trumpet with such a 
certain note. 

Where do parents stand nowadays? And 
young people? In many ways I think both 
individuals and society have benefited from 
this greater openness. But it makes it more 
difficult for parents to know what line to take, 
for the young to know how far they can go. 

Parental guidance, and example, still count 
for much. That is where the child from the 
normal two-parent family has the advantage. 
Facts you can get from elsewhere. What is 
needed is the frank message that sex is one of 


the supreme pleasures of life; but that it can 
only properly be enjoyed within the context 
of a loving, lasting relationship, which nor- 
mally means marriage. 

This message can be reinforced by the 
school. You certainly won’t find it in the 
media, where it is rarely recognised that sex 
has a moral dimension. 

The Church finds it difficult to live down 
its traditional irtiage as a spoil-sport which 
regards all sex as essentially sinful. If it is to 
speak to the young, it must talk to them in 
their own language; it must accept that they 
may look at sex from a different point of 
view. Above all, it must not give the impres- 
sion that all breaches of the traditional code 
are equally sinful; that the sexual offender is 
in some way unchurched. I still have con- 
tacts with young men. Their standards may 
not always be mine, but I am impressed by 
the way in which they try to live up to then- 
own ideals. 


v 

Problems remain. What is a parent to do 
when young Lochinvar at the university an- 
nounces that he is bringing his long-time girl- 
friend home for the weekend? And how can 
Lochinvar himself resist the pressure of his 
peer group? 

If I had to lay down copy-book headings for 
Lochinvar, they might run something like 
this: Don’t rush things. Don’t do anything that 
might hurt someone else, or that you might 
some day regret. Listen to your own con- 
science; and even if you can’t go all the way 
with them, don’t write off the accepted Chris- 
tian standards as old-hat. They are not. 

And don’t delude yourself with that prayer 
of Saint Augustine: ‘Make me chaste — but 
not yet’. It is never too soon to start doing the 
right thing. 

James Cobban 
Sir James Cobban is the former headmaster 
of Abingdon School. He was for many years a 
member of General Synod. 



CARING COUNTYWIDE 


ARE YOU CARING FOR ONE, TWO OR 
THREE ADULT RESIDENTS IN YOUR 
OWN HOME OR OTHER ACCOMMO- 
DATION? 

If you are offering this service, under new legislation you will 
be required to apply to Oxfordshire County Council for regis- 
tration by 1 April 1993. 

This includes families offering respite care or running small 
care houses, and those who are part of Adult Placement 
Schemes, but not families caring for relatives. * 

After 1 April 1993 it will be an offence not to be registered 
under the Registered Homes (Amendment) Act 1991. 

For further information, advice and an application form please 
contact: 

Tracy Fowler, Inspector (Adult Servicees), 
Yarnton House, Rutten Lane, Yarnton, 
Oxon 0X5 1LP 
Tel: 0865 842462 


Advertisement Feature 

Small Care Homes to be Registered 


ON the 1st April this year a new law will 
come into being which will mean that all 
people providing personal care for one, two 
or three adult residents will have to apply to 
be registered with the County Council. 

Within small homes care is offered to all 
sorts of people. They may be elderly, haVfe a 
learning disability, have a drugs or alcohol 
problem or a physical or mental health prob- 
lem. 

At the present tirtie only homes which 
provide personal care and lodging for four or 
more people need to be registered. This will 
all change after 1st April 1993 and all homes 
including people who might be cared for in 
your own home, private and voluntary 
organisations and Adult Placement Schemes 
will have to apply to be registered. 

People do not have to apply if the people 
they are caring for are their own relatives. 

A small residential home offers personal 
care and board. Personal care may include 
assisting residents with bathing, toileting and 
feeding. It may also include looking after 
residents' emotional needs and enabling 
them to live as full a life as possible. Small 
homes aim to offer a ‘home from home’ 
atmosphere by providing the familiarity of a 
family and a family size house. Up until now 
checks to ensure certain standards have not 
been carried out in small homes. Oxfordshire 
is committed to the idea of reasonable basic 
checks without being heavy handed or get- 
ting embroiled in red tape. We seek to offer 
advice, help and to safeguard the interests of 
the residents in small homes. 

If you have not heard from us and you are 


running a small home please contact Tracy 
Fowler, address and phone number at the 
end of this sheet. I can send you an ‘infor- 
mation leaflet’ and application form. I can 
also give advice if any is needed. 

Forms must be returned by 1st April 1993 
to comply with the new law. Once you have 
contacted me I will arrange a visit and if all 
is well you will be registered in due course. 

Each year an annual return is required 
from the home owner and our aim is to visit 
each home once a year. It will cost £230 to 
register and there is an annual fee of £30.00 
per home. Dr Roger Morgan, Chief 
Inspector of the unit has said, “I welcome 
this new law both because it gives many vul- 
nerable people the extra assurance of an 
independent check on their care and also 
because it has avoided the pit falls of too 
many rules and regulations. It is a ’good 
home’ check up, not a lot of red tape. 1 am 
not expecting any problems in agreeing to 
register most of the people applying in 
Oxfordshire.” 

The County Council looks on this as an 
opportunity to safeguard residents and pro- 
mote good care practice without harming the 
‘family atmosphere’ which exists in many 
homes. We would like to hear from anyone 
we have not already contacted who is run- 
ning a small home. 

If you would like further information and 
advice please contact: 

Tracey Fowler, Inspector i Adult Services), 
Independent Inspection Unit, 

Yarnton House, Rotten Lane, Yarnton, 
Oxon 0X5 1LP. Telephone: 0865 842462 
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‘The ‘Bishop’s Taster message 



The newly rediscovered and cleaned panel paintings in St. Helen’s, 
Abingdon, are colourful and lively. In particular, I was very taken by 
the picture of the Lily Cross (reproduced her s e). It is quite beautiful. 
But is it right to paint the Cross in a beautiful way? 

Crucifixion is one of the cruellest forms of torture. We should do 
nothing to gloss over or take away from the horrible reality of 
suffering. And this raises questions about all the ways in which we 
depict the Crucifixion. The Cross was an evil inflicted on Jesus. What 
justification is there for turning it into a work of art? 

The only justification I know is that Christ was raised from the dead, 
and in this light the Cross comes to be seen in a different way, not only 
as a cruel torture. It is the love of God, in his Son, poured out to the 
uttermost; a love which cannot in the end be defeated. The beauty of 
Christ’s love, symbolised by lilies, will in the end win through. 

The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus are unique. But they also reveal 
the pattern of God’s working. He is ceaselessly at work drawing good 
out of evil, transforming what seems static and hopeless; perhaps 
simply by enabling us to hold on and endure faithfully in a sure and 
certain hope of a glorious resurrection of all that is good. 

There is a great deal of gloom around at the moment, about the 
Recession and about the moral state of our nation. There is a lot to be 
gloomy about. Things are bad. But, however bad, God is present, 
moment by moment holding us in existence, enfolding us with his 
love and filling us with his Spirit. It may be that this Spirit is stirring 
many people to a new realisation that we neglect the moral founda- 
tions of our society at our peril, that we turn our back on God to our 
own cost. Lilies could begin to flower in the anguish of our own time. 

May God bless us all this Eastertime. 

Bishop Richard 


# Anthony Burrett’s photo shows part of the painted ceiling of the Lady Chapel (c.1391) in St Helen’s 
Church, Abingdon, one of 38 panels restored in 1991. This unique medieval ceiling is well worth a 
visit. It is hoped that the church will be open on weekdays following Easter from 1030 am until 1pm. 
Other hours phone 0235 527223. 


Diocesan Synod Report by Penelope Keens 

Reaching out for the 
world - and children 


Church work with children and 
world mission were two of the 
main themes at Wheatley on 
March 6. 

We welcomed the Revd Lance- 
ford Moeti from Soweto, current- 
ly a deacon at Wycliffe College, 
to be with us for the Partnership 
in World Mission debate — which 
resulted in warm support for the 
formation of a ‘ Companion Rela- 
tionship’ with the Diocese of Kim- 
berley and Kumiman in South 
Africa. (See March DOOR). Pro- 
posing the twinning, the Arch- 
deacon of Oxford, the Ven Frank 
Weston, spoke of the need to es- 
tablish a world view of mission, 
and send and receive visitors from 
our newly established ‘ twin’ Di- 
ocese’. 

An excellent presentation on 
‘All God’s Children’, the response 
to the General Synod report 
Children in the Way , offered ideas 
for reaching out to the 85 per cent 
of children who are not in contact 
with any Christian church. Linda 


Grant spoke of a Holy Week 
holiday club in Thame where 75 
per cent of the children involved 
were from non-Church families, 
and Peter Faulkner about 
Wednesday ‘weeny worship’ for 
an all-day playgroup in Slough. 
Ann Mayes, from Cheddington, 
is involved with a monthly 
service of Family Praise; Pat 
Lakin, head of a Church Aided 
School in Chipping Norton seeks 
to make opportunities for silence 
and stillness to nurture spiritual 
development; and Peter and 
Helen Burch from Wash 
Common in Newbury explained 
how they try to show that 
Christianity is fun and exciting, 
at the Holiday Activity Clubs 
organised by St George’s 
Church, with ‘plenty of hugs’. 

. The Revd Ken Reeves, Vicar 
of Deddington, called for chil- 
dren to be able to receive Holy 
Communion before Confirma- 
tion. “How can the Church say 
that it welcomes children, when 


it excludes them from the family 
meal?” he asked. The appeal for 
Milton Keynes City Church had 
raised £1,863,050, but £65,000 
more is needed. It was agreed to 
give a further £25,000 (£500,000 
was granted in 1983), and a loan 
of £25,000. 

A draft of the Diocesan Budget 
for the following year is to be 
circulated during June to all PCC 
Treasurers and members of the 
Diocesan Synod. Mysteriously, 
the proposal “That this Synod 
considers that lay members of 
General Synod should be elected 
by all members on the electoral 
roll in parishes”, moved as an 
amendment, was lost 49 to 55 — 
yet within moments, exactly the 
same proposal was moved as part 
of the main proposal, and passed 
65 to 36. What happens next? It 
was not agreed that one-member 
constituencies consisting of two 
or three deaneries each should 
elect General Synod lay mem- 
bers. 


Bridging the gap 


Concern about the large number of children who receive little or no 
Christian education has led a group of Christians in Milton Keynes to 
set up the Bridgebuilder Trust in association with the Scripture Union. 
Their aim is to fund Christian Schools Workers who will be able to go 
into schools to lead assemblies, take RE lessons, and encourage and 
train local church members to take assemblies in schools which may 
have no Christian teachers. 

As many as 85 per cent of children have no link with a church, 
according to Keith Bedford: “Many schools are becoming increasing- 
ly secular in their ‘ethos’. Most teachers are willing to uphold right 
moral virtues, but these are based on humanitarian philosophies rather 
than on the teaching of Christ.” Although only a quarter of the £24,000 


Bryan Green 

Canon Bryan Green, who has 
died aged 92, has been described 
as one of the foremost evange- 
lists of the Church of England. 

Bom in 1901 at Gypsy Hill in 
south London, he studied at the 
London College of Divinity and 
was ordained in 1924. In 1938 he 
served in the parish of Holy Trin- 
ity, Brompton, filling the fash- 
ionable church to capacity. 

He was then appointed to the 
Rectory of Birmingham where 
he spent 22 years, combining a 
local mininstry with frequent trav- 
el abroad to lead missions in the 
US and Canada. He retired to 
Thame 20 years ago. There will 
be a memorial service in May. 


MU's welcome 

“That’s the first smile I’ve seen 
since I arrived in this country... I 
thought the British all had long 
faces,” said one tourist after be- 
ing welcomed at Christ Church 
Cathedral by a member of the 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union. 

The MU have been offering 
their ‘Ministry of Welcome’ at 
the Cathedral since last April. 
They aren’t there as official 
guides, but they are always ready 
to help, direct or perhaps just to 
give a friendly smile, and they 
include both men and women. 

The Mothers’ Union would 
like to hear of anyone who can 
help with this valuable ministry 
even for a few hours a week. It is 
particularly suitable for the re- 
cently retired or redundant. Con- 
tact them at the MU Office in 
Christ Ch^h on 0865 726308. 


required to fund the project has 
been raised, the Bridgebuilder 
Trust has appointed Tim Cutting, 
an ex-policeman who has studied 
at Bible college and worked with 
young people in a Cardiff church, 
to serve the Milton Keynes area. 
He will lead assemblies, teach 
RE, and encourage other Chris- 
tian teachers who may feel isolat- 
ed. The Trust also hopes to train 
and resource local church mem- 
bers to take assemblies and be- 
come more involved in schools. 
For more information contact 
Keith Bedford at 82 Linford Av- 
enue, Newport Pagnell, Bucks 
MK16 8BY. 

Example of 
youth 

Two youngsters from 
Finchampstead in Berkshire have 
organised a concert to raise funds 
for Caritas, an organisation which 
helps homeless young people in 
Wokingham. 

Jo Pape (15) and James Neil 
(14) devised the programme of 
variety acts at California Hall on 
March 13 with very little help. In 
the last 12 months they have also 
organised a garden party, a garage 
sale, a church book stall, an 
evening entertainment and carol 
singing. They have raised more 
than £1000 for Caritas. 

Carol Redpath who is helping 
with their publicity says: “I know 
that good news is no news but in 
times like these we all need to hear 
of good things happening and Jo 
and James are certainly working 
hard to bring some good to Wok- 
ingham. We can all learn some- 
thing from that.” 



The date of the next Diocesan 
Synod is June 19. 

Penelope Keens is a member of 
the Diocesan Synod and the 
Bishop’s Council and lives near 
Milton Keynes. 

Seminar is 
'a first' 

The first Oxford theology sum- 
mer school ever is being held at 
Christ Church from August 7- 
15 . It i^ organised by the Univer- 
sity ‘s Department of Continu- 
ing Education at Rewley House, . 
and under the title of ‘Seeing the 
world aright’ will concentrate on 
the relationship between science 
and religion. 

The Director of Studies, Canon 
Vincent Strudwick, who is Prin- 
cipal of the Oxford Minstry 
Course, has recently been made 
a Fellow of Rewley House, the 
newest Oxford college. 


All ready for the off at the Marsh Gibbon annual pancake 
races were (1 to r) Lucinda Roberts 01), Jenny Hiscock (13), 
Rachel Taylor (13), and Suzanne Hall (12). The organiser was 
Team Vicar of the Swan Ministry, the Revd David Hiscock, 
who told The DOOR: “Our objective is not fund raising but 
fun raising. The races are for us to have fun together in the 
time before Lent” 


A birthday quilt 


To celebrate the founding of St 
Mary’s, Burghfield, in 1843, 
members and friends have been 
sewing away to make a 150th 
birthday present with a differ- 
ence — an enormous quilt rep- 
resenting scenes from village 
life. 

The idea came from Jean 
Faulkner: “I thought it would 
be wonderful to make some- 
thing that could combine the 
talents and ideas of clubs, or- 
ganisations and schools in the 
parish, and which could remain 
in church as a work of art and 
commemoration.” 

The quilt took more than a 
year to complete. It has 36 
squares each completed by a 
different person representing 
activities as diverse as the cam- 
era club, guide dogs for the blind 
and vintage cars, as well as 


schools and churches. One was 
sent from America. 

It will be officially hung and 
blessed on Easter Sunday to 
mark the beginning of the 
church’s anniversary pro- 
gramme, which includes a pag- 
eant and a celebration of the 
church’ s original consecration, 
in Victorian costume. 

Black and white 
partners 

Bishop Patrick Kalilombe, Di- 
rector of the Centre for Black 
and White Christian Partnership 
in Birmingham, will speak about 
the future of black and white 
Christian partnership in Oxford 
at a day seminar at the Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies on 
April 24. Details from Shelagh 
Ranger on 0865 516375. 



If you had invested £41,500 in a 
building society in October 1989 your 
income would have been: 

In 1990 — £5,000 
In 1992 — £4,150 
In 1992 — £3,400 
In 1993* — £2,150 

(♦assuming a 6% Base Rate in 1993) 

What are the alternatives now? 

Telephone Mark Roach on 
(0608) 644575 



Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


V uest financial services 
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Advertisement Feature 



CHURCH CLOCKS 

NEW CLOCKS ♦ TOLLING MACHINES ♦ ALL REPAIR WORK 
CONVERSION TO ELECTRIC WINDING ♦ MAINTENANCE 
DIAL RESTORATION • TUBULAR BELLS OVERHAULED 
FREE INSPECTIONS AND ESTIMATES 

SMITH* OF* DERBY 


CLOCKMAKERS 

EtiaMiiM 1856 

27 Queen St, Derby DEI 3DU Tel 0332 45569 Fax 0332 290642 



Best Wishes to Kents Hill 
Church and Meeting Place 


We are proud to have been 
appointed as mechanical & 
electrical consulting engi- 
neers 

173 Chorley New Road, Bolton BL1 4QZ 
Tel: (0204) 388399 Fox: (0204) 364645 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


Stained tfCcm Studio 

were pleased to design; make and fix the win- 
dows for Kents Hill Church 

Brock Mill, Wingates Road 
Wigan WN1 2SJ 
Tel: (0942) 824612 

Professional references available — 
any type of commission undertaken 


We are pleased to 
have carried out the 
plastering and 

BEDR1CH PLASTERING \ 0 

drying drylining to the 

New Church of Christ the King 

Kents Hill 

BIDSHIRE LIMITED Telephone: 

I ronbridge Works, Tickford Street, 0908 61 5877, 611185 

Newport Pagnell, Bucks MK1 6 8AB Fax: 0908 21 1 074 



Phaeton Building and Plumbing Services 


are pleased to have worked on 

KENTS HILL CHURCH AND MEETING PLACE 

and send their warmest wishes. 


31 Orwell Road, 

Walsall 

West Midlands WS1 2PJ 

Tel: 0922 649068 




Flood & Wilson 
Chartered Quantity Surveyors 


Flood and Wilson are delighted to have 
been involved with the new Ecumenical 
Church and Centre and wish all concerned 
every success. 


LVE Buildings 
Jarrom Street 
Leicester LE2 7DH 
Telephone: 0533 546447 
Fax: 0533 470828 


The Church of Christ the King 


Kents Hill, Milton Keynes 





THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE KING, KENTS HILL, is 
unique even in Milton Keynes. 
It was planned and financed by 
the five denominations who 
share it: Anglican, Baptist, 
Methodist, Roman Catholic 
and United Reformed Church. 

It is the Roman Catholic 
parish church for the south- 
east of Milton Keynes and is 
one of three churches in the 
Anglican parish of Walton, the 
others being the mediaeval 
churches of All Saints’, Milton 


Keynes Village, and St 
Mary’s, Wavendon. 

The sanctuary area seats 
250+ and includes a baptistery 
and font with running water. 
This is at the entrance to the 
church and may also be seen 
from the adjoining narthex, 
through an engraved glass 
screen. On the above baptis- 
tery is a figure of Christ the 
King by the sculpture Ray 
Smith. The lantern overhead 
features a crown of thorns in 
stained glass. At the east end 




of the church is a hanging 
designed by a sister from 
Turvey Abbey, and worked by 
members of the church. 

The building was planned in 
partnership with the Milton 


Keynes Development 

Corporation and has a Meeting 
Place or community centre 
under the same roof, run joint- 
ly by members of the local 
community and the church. 



BLETCHLEY TILING CONTRACTORS LTD 

Bletchley Tile Centre, 53A Aylesbury Street, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 2BH. 

Tel: 0908 377717 Fax: 0908 641039 


Wall and Floor Tiling Contractors to economic construction 
congratulations on completion of Kents Hill Church. 


HiPro Scaffolding Limited 

Manor Road, Kempston Hardwick 
Bedford MK43 9NT 

Are pleased to have been involved 
in the Kents Hill Church and 
Meeting Place at Milton Keynes 

Telephone: (0234) 840500 
Fax: (0234) 856527 



A DIVISION OF ROSES & SHRUBS I HOLDINGS) LIMITED 

Tel: 0902 374991 Fax: 0902 373151 


are pleased to have carried 
out the landscapes for 
KENTS HILL CHURCH 
and Meeting Place and 
would like to wish them every success 


BONINGALE NURSERIES 

Holyhead Road, Albrightoh, Wolverhampton WV7 3AU 




Are pleased to have supplied 

The Kents Hill Church and Meeting Place, Milton Keynes with 

• Glazed Rooflights 

• The Cross 

• Internal Narthrex Screening 


Astrofade Limited Rooflights and Structures 


***** KYLE ROAD, GATESHEAD, TYNE & WEAR NEB 2YE 

. .‘EURO u* TEL TYhESDE (081) 460 0642 FAX (081) 460 41« 


Member ot: Association of 

Rooflight 

Manufacturers 


THE GREENHALGH & 
WILLIAMS PARTNERSHIP 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS 


CENTURY HOUSE, 173 CHORLEY NEW ROAD, 
BOLTON BL1 4QZ 

TEL: (0204) 28188 FAX: (0204) 364660 
(ALSO IN DUNSTABLE) TEL/FAX: (0582) 475095 

Are pleased to have been 
appointed architects for the Kents 
Hill Church and 
Meeting Place project at Milton 
Keynes Buckinghamshire 

Experience covers new church buildings, 

RE-ORDERING AND RESTORATION, INCLUDING 
WORKS TO USTED BUILDINGS OF NATIONAL 
IMPORTANCE. 



MAPLE STREET, BRADSHAW BROW 
BOLTON BL2 3EY 


are pleased to have been involved with the 

KENTS HILL CHURCH AND 
MEETING PLACE 

Milton Keynes 

Tel: 0204 309682 


\ Mellowes 
archital 


“Our best wishes to all those who will use 
and benefit from the new Kents Hill Church 
and Meeting Place, from Mellowes Archital 
Limited.” 


treconomic 

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED 

BUILDING AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 

Ereconomic House 
Salisbury Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV3 0BG 
Telephone: 

(0902) 772138/772060/771190 
Fax: (0902) 713354 

Registered in England No. 1 343453 

Main Contractors for 
Kents Hill Church and 
Meeting Place 
Milton Keynes, Bucks 
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Blessed is he who trusts in the Lord 



Abigail Luckett is 19 and lives in Thame, 
Oxfordshire with her mother Elaine, father 
Nicholas and 17-year old brother Ben. Her 
elder brother Tim is studying journalism at the 
University of Central Lancashire. Elaine is a 
teacher and Nicholas is headmaster of Leight- 
on Middle School in Leighton Buzzard. 
Abigail hit the headlines in 1990 when she 
became the first person with Downs Syndrome 
to take her GCSEs at age 16. She gained a 
grade in Child Care and Development, and 
also took Rural Studies. She went on to study 
agriculture at Hampden Hall in Aylesbury and 
is now working part-time in a primary school. 
Her ambition is to work on a dairy farm. 



I became a Christian when I 
was nine. I was with my 
brother, and we went to this 
Bible group in France. My 
brother and I were reading our 
Bibles and our notes and we both 
decided to be committed 
Christians. 

He helped me through school," 
Jesus I mean, and when I found 
things difficult at college. I go to 

Qod 


Mum and Dad’s home group, 
and I enjoy that. I like church, its 
joyful, and I like to take 
communion. I’ve got lots of 
Christian music upstairs. One is 
a Graham Kendrick tape. And 
I’m really mad on Cliff Richard. 

I was involved with the youth 
group but I’ve fallen away from 
that. My friends have gone to 
university. I have to write to them. 
I was at Hampden Hall for two 
years studying agriculture. Now 
I’m working at Leighton Buz- 
zard, helping the children with 
reading and the computer. I keep 
six chickens and a rabbit called 
Fluffy. And I’ve got a dog called 
Patch. 

I really enjoy the livestock side, 
the animals, the cows and the 
calves. That’s what I’m trained 
up to be, a farmer, you see, and to 
work on the farm. But at the 
moment I’m not. But that’s what 
I want to do. I passed some of the 
assessments straight off. I helped 
out in the calving unit at college, 


I love calves and cows. And 
working outside, we got plenty 
of fresh air all the time. 

On Sunday afternoons I go up to 
my room to spend time with 
Jesus, usually writing or draw- 
ing. I love Jesus one hundred 
per cent, and want to be with 

Him evermore.” 

■ • , ■ . ■ 

Elaine 

N icholas and I have both 
been Christians since 
we were 14. We met 


on a Scripture Union Mission in 
the Lake District in 1965. Ni- 
cholas had actually been pray- 
ing for several years that the 
Lord would show him the right 
person to marry. We fell in love 
when we met. It was very ro- 
mantic. We both loved children 
and wanted to have a family. 
When Abi was bom some peo- 
ple said ‘You are the right kind 
of people to have her’ and I 
suppose that’s probably true. 
Fortunately we’ve been strong 
enough to cope with it. We’ve 
known families break up who 
have had a handicapped child, 
but our family is very close- 
knit. 

The week before Abi was bom 
I had a dream that I was going to 
have a child with some kind of 
disability. I mentioned it to Ni- 
cholas but of course, like any 
loving husband he said don’t 
worry about it. Then when Abi 
was actually bom I realised 
straight away. When the paedi- 


atrician came we found out that 
he was a Christian as well, and 
from that moment I felt that I 
was given a special strength to 
cope with whatever lay ahead. 

Then we had all the trauma of 
telling our parents and family. 


On both sides our families are 
high academic achievers. My 
father went to Oxford Universi- 
ty, my brother did, and of course 
Nicholas did. But it is very ironic 
really, because it’s Abi who has 
become nationally known. 


I had a very difficult delivery 
with Tim, it went on for 33 hours. 
But when I had Abi it was pretty 
straight forward. Then I was of- 
fered an amniocentesis with Ben, 
but I said no. I mean, the paedi- 
atrician had said I would proba- 
bly be all right. But I think as a 
Christian I would still say that I 
would accept any child God sent 
me, yes I think I would. 

Sent from God 

There are three types of Downs 
Syndrome: if your child is the 
first type you are told not to have 
any more children because there 
is a one in six chance you will 
have another. The second type is 
like Abi, which they say hap- 
pens at random, but we don’t 
believe that as Christians. We 
believe that Abi was sent to us 
and that she’s special because 
through her we have been able to 
help a lot of other people in the 
same situation. The third type is 
a mosaic, a mixture of normal 
and abnormal cells and Abi was 
thought to be that because she 
was so bright and intelligent and 
a very good weight at birth, she 
was 8.51bs which is very unusual 
for people with Downs. I was 
only 28 when I had Abi. Nowa- 
days it’s occurring a lot amongst 
women in their 20s. 

Right from the beginning it 
was a challenge and we were 
very prayerful about it and eve- 
rything Abi’s attempted, she’s 
been able to do. For example, 
she became a Brownie, she went 
to Sunday school, and she went 
to dancing classes like any other 
child. Of course she’s very artic- 
ulate whereas a lot of Down’s 
people find it difficult to com- 
municate. She learnt to read when 
she was four. 

When Abi was seven we were 
asked by a Christian friend to 
visit a family who had just had a 
baby with Downs Syndrome, and 
they were just in the process, the 
day after she was bom, of decid- 


ing whether they should leave 
her in the hospital or take her 
home. The grandparents were 
putting a lot of pressure on the 
mother to leave the baby be- 
cause they thought it would min 
her career. I went with Abi in 
fear and trepidation. I didn’t 
know these people at all, but we 
had a lovely chat. We heard just 
a day later that the father had 
fallen in love with Abi; he 
thought she was wonderful. They 
had gone straight back to the 
hospital that day, picked up their 
daughter and brought her home. 
And I thought that was amazing. 

When I had Abi the paediatri- 
cian asked me, ‘do you want to 
keep her?’ We couldn’t believe 
it. He was a Christian but he said, 
‘I’ve got to say this, it’s a stand- 
ard question’. We were so stag- 
gered that we should ever think 
of not keeping our own child. 

It’s been important for people 
to see how Abi has progressed 
because it’s taken a lot of the fear 
away. When she was bom I re- 
member someone not even want- 
ing to look in the pram because 
they didn’t know what they’d 
see. And I was frightened of 
people staring - 1’ ve almost want- 
ed to say ‘What are you looking 
at? This is my daughter and I’m 
proud of her.’ 

Always blessed 

Abigail: “I just want to say, Je- 
sus was with me at my birth.” 
Elaine: “We do believe that. I 
think that’s the main thing run- 
ning through, ever since Abi was 
bom and before, just like she 
said. There’s a text which says: 
‘Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, before you 
were bom I set you apart’ (Jer 
1:5) and we have believed all 
along that Abi has been very 
blessed. Lots of people have 
prayed for her and I think that’s 
why she has achieved so much 
and progressed so well. The Lord 
has been with her. 


intheCife of ’.. ■ 

Elaine ana Abigail 
Luckett 


Frank Roper Furniture 


Makers of fine furniture of 
individual design and 
craftmansbip for cburcb and 
college use . 

Lecterns , tables , prayer desks . 

Products in solid wood 
principally English hardwoods. 

Enquiries invited for specialist 
pieces. 

Frank Roper trained in 
furniture making at 
Shrewsbury College and 
RycoteWopd College (Thame). 

He gained further experience 
in high quality craftmansbip at 
the Edward Barnsley 
Workshop, Petersfteld and in 
production methods at Peter 
Miles of Wirksworth. 


HUNTERS LODGE, 4 HILLWOOD COMMON ROAD, 
SUTTON COLDFIELD, WEST MIDLANDS, B75 5QJ 
TEL: 021-308 3364 FAX: 021-322 2159 




oac 


J L The Oxford Christian 
Institute for Counselling 


A registered charity 


PASTORAL CARING 
COURSES 

1993/1994 

OXFORD 

FOUNDATION COURSE 

For those with some experience of pastoral 
caring in their church 

SECOND YEAR COURSE 

For those who have completed the 
Foundation Course or similar 
SEPTEMBER 1993 to MARCH 1994 
Each Course - 12 Tuesday evenings and 4 
Saturdays 

For more information and application form: 
Send stamped addressed envelope (9”x4”) to 
OCIC (PC), 11 Norham Gardens, 

Oxford, 0X2 6PS 

Closing date 28 June 1993 


When you are older you will still have needs ...... 

The need for familiar surroundings 
for someone to talk to 
for someone to listen 
for freedom of choice 
for understanding 
for reminiscence 
for peace of mind 
for independence 
for conversation 
for security 
for dignity 
for respect 
for quiet 
for privacy 
for friends 

The need to know that someone cares ... 

Brendoncare cares - for every need. 

THE 

BRENDONCARE 

FOUNDATION 

Patron: Har Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 

Park Road, Winchester, Hampshire S023 7BE 
Telephone: 0962 852133 Facsimile: 0962 851506 Reg Charity No. 326508 

Please help Brendoncare continue to meet the needs of frail, older 
people; Donations, Covenants and Legacies are urgently needed. 


I would like to know more aboul Brendoncare, please send further details 
Name Address 


(I enclose a donation towards your work £. ) 
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What facilities should 
your church have? 


When a welcome exists for for everybody, and full 
participation is encouraged, facilities then need to be 
considered. 

a) For those with walking difficulties 

i) Reserved car parking space 

ii) Access to seats with ample leg-room 

b) For pushchair and wheelchair users 

i) Ease of movement from road to church building 

ii) Flat or ramped entrance 

iii) Space among the congregation 

iv) Access to the Communion rail 

v) Access to toilets 

c) For those who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 

i) Sound re-inforcement (amplification) 

ii) Induction loop system 

iii) An uninterrupted view of speakers and readers 
for ease of lip-reading 

d) For blind or partially-sighted people 

i) Notices in black on white, placed at eye level 

ii) Brightly lit areas 

iii Some braille hymn and prayer books 

iv) Some large-print hymn and prayer books 

e) Notices of facilities available 

They should, ideally, be visible from the 
road.Intemational access symbols available from 
organisations such as the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind should be used 


f) Transport 

Available when needed to and from services and 
other activities. It should be clearly advertised 

0The above list and the cartoon are both taken 
from Every-Body: Everybody’s Practical 
Guide to Church Access by Sheila Sowerbutts 
with cartoons by John Todd published for the 
Gloucester Diocesan Board of Social Responsi- 
bility by Charisma Consultancy , Charisma Cot- 
tage, Drewsteignton, Exeter EX66QR, and avail- 
able from them for £1.80 ( postage included). 




rs 


Disabled peopled should be encouraged to 
participate fully In the life of the Church 


An Oasis in Aylesbury 

Keen Aylesbury gardeners with a disability are particularly welcome at the Oasis Garden and 
Lounge attached to the Church of the Good Family in Southcourt. Both were specially designed 
for people with disabilities. There are toilet facilities, and wheelchair access to the lounge, the 
church itself and to the garden. The garden has raised beds which can be gardened from a 
wheelchair. 

The garden was opened by Lady Carrington last spring (pictured in background) and re-opens 
for the new season on April 7, when wine and cheese will also be available. The garden and 
lounge will then be open to anyone on Wednesdays from 10am-3pm on a drop-in basis, and on 
Fridays by arrangement. If people with a disability would like to help with garden maintenance 
or to have a small plot of their own, that can also be arranged. Special tools are available. 
The Church of the Good Family is also involved in running an adventure playground, which 
has recently been given a climbing frame which is suitable for some disabled children. The 
nlayground can also be made available outside opening hours for children with learning 
difficulties. For details of both projects ring the Revd Ron Hart on 0296 24175. 


ing easily, but also that consider- 
ation must be given to whether 
hearing aid users can hear the 
service clearly, whether those with 
restricted vision can follow the 
service or find their way round 
the buildings, and whether those 
with learning difficulties can un- 


people’s kindnessand not to have 
the chance to give as well as to 
receive. 

Thirdly, CHAD aims to help 
all Christians to learn from the 
experience of disability. In an 
age when so much store is put on 


radio programmes, through day 
conferences in many parts of the 
country, through articles in mag- 
azines and the Church and disa- 
bility press, and through our ap- 
pearances at a number of major 
exhibitions. Around the country 


A cornerstone laid 


The Centre for Integrated Living promotes independent living 
for people with disabilities, some of whom help at the Centre 
itself. It is located in a wing of the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton Keynes. Pictured is Fiona Grant laying 
one of the foundation stones of the ecumenical church in 
September 1990 


there are about 40 local contact 
people, mostly with personal 
experience of disability, who 
can represent CHAD and work, 
through their own contacts, to 
arouse awareness of the issues 
raised by the fact of disability. 

Since 1991, CHAD has been 
set up on a formal basis as a 
charitable and educational trust 
(charity number 1003716) and 
we have embarked upon a five- 
year programme. A large part of 
our work is done through our 
various publications which in- 
clude a general introductory In- 
formation Pack, a Study Pack in 


six sessioins for group or indi- 
vidual study, and an Access Audit 
questionnaire to help church 
groups to think through the im- 
plications for their own build- 
ings and mission of ‘access’ in 
its widest sense. There is also an 
Access Pack intended to help 
with practical answers to some 
of the questions raised, a set of 
posters for church notice-boards 
and a special issue of Christian 
Action Journal with a number of 
thought-provoking articles on all 
aspects of disability. Details of 
all these publications with order 
forms will be sent on request to 


the CHAD office. One of the 
most valuable aspects of our 
work is the publication of our 
quarterly magazine All People , 
and a sample copy will be sent 
on request. Each issue tackles a 
different main topic and includes 
articles, book reviews, corre- 
spondence and news on various 
aspects arising from the overall 
title ‘Disability and Today’s 
Church’ . We would like to see 
many more people joining 
CHAD and subscribing regular- 
ly at £6 a year for individuals or 
£15 for groups taking five copies 
of each issue. CHAD also oper- 
ates a book stall, (available for 
direct sales at conferences and 
meetings and by mail order) with 
a large selection of relevant 
books, audio cassettes and vide- 
os, both for sale and on loan. For 
a book list, apply to CHAD. 

CHAD has set up working 
groups to consider Equal Oppor- 
tunities, and to take further the 
theological implications of our 
work. Another group is working 
to include disability awareness 
in the syllabus of theological 
training and to encourage the 
. participation of people with dis- 
abilities in the work and ministry 
of the Church. We also hope to 
be able to hold a key conference 
for church architects and others 
concerned with the maintenance 
of beautiful and historic build- 
ings, to tackle the problem of 
making them more accessible. 

Our resources have so far been 
very limited, but we hope to be 
able to attract funding for these 
and other specific pieces of work. 
There is no doubt that a great 
deal of work remains to be done. 

Margaret Peirce 
Adminstrator, CHAD 
Charisma Cottage , 
Drewsteignton 
Exeter EX6 6QR 


In 1987, following a working 
group into spirituality and disa- 
bility set up by Phab (Physically 
Handicapped Able Bodied) and 
from a Channel Four programme, 
‘No Faith in Us’, Church Action 
on Disability was launched. It is 
supported by all the major Chris- 
tian denominations in England and 
has the leaders of the 'Anglican, 
Roman Catholic and Free Church- 
es as its patrons. 

CHAD has three aims: firstly, to 
encourage churches to consider 
whether their buildings, their 
worship and their mission are ac- 
cessible to all people, including 
people with disabilities. This can 
mean the obvious considerations, 
such as whether people using 
wheelchairs can enter the build- 


Martin Hawood from Cann House Cheshire Home in 
Plymouth tries out Luke f s Story , the Bible Society’s new 
computer programme which enables physically and visually 
disabled people to have independent access to Bible text More 
information from the Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, 
Swindon, SN5 7DG. 


Disability and the 
Church of today 


Churches are for 
everyone. However, 
about ten per cent of 
people have a disability 
which may present a 
problem if they wish to 
attend church. If they 
use walking sticks or a 
wheelchair they may be 
easily recognisable. But 
some disabilities are less 
obvious. Those, for 
instance, who are hard 
of hearing, partially 
sighted or have a mental 
handicap may feel 
unwelcome in church. 


A 

OMMH-AtTMM-QM-DiSAlMJTT 


derstand what is going on. Its 
second aim is to encourage the 
participation of all people in the 
work of the Church; that every- 
one should have an equal chance, 
if so called by God, to read the 
lessons or lead worship, to con- 
tribute to discussions, to help 
with social occasions. It is all too 
easy for some people always to 
be on the receiving end of other 


good looks, ambition and 
success, we have much to learn 
from the humility of Christ and 
the value He gave to all people; 
all people have an intrinsic value 
for what they are, not for what 
they can do. 

The initial work of CHAD in- 
cluded a mailing to ministers of 
churches of all denominations: 
about one thousand response 
forms were returned to the 
CHAD office and each respond- 
ent received a basic information 
pack. Since then, we have had 
many opportunities for publicity 
and to share experiences with 
each other through television and 
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FACING DISABILITY 





Still laughing at life 


Twenty-three years ago Richard 
Woodward, Vicar of St Michael's 
Beaconsfield learned that he had 
Multiple Sclerosis , Here he talks 
about the onset of disability, the 
pain of being patronised, the gift of 
humour and the sense of loss 


When I was young, I fell off my bike. The 
road had just been tarred and covered with 
loose, grey gravel stones. I had two very 
painful and bloody knees. 

Mrs Kingston, who lived next door to us, 
cleaned my wounds and wrapped them in 
copious bandages. I remember going to see 
my Gran on the 301 bus, sitting on the long 
seat just inside the lower deck, where the old 
people used to sit. I had a small walking stick 
which added to the ‘drama’. I enjoyed the 
attention I received. 

Now, I move from ‘A’ to ‘B’ on two sticks, 
hating the embarrassment such clumsy, 
awkward movement causes for me and those 
who have to watch. Gone forever is freedom 
to move where and when I want. 

When Multiple Sclerosis first showed it- 
self in my life, it was like a horrid scab on 
what many described as a ‘charmed’ life. I 
was newly married, passionately in love, 
had a new and exciting job which was sure 
to be the start of a great career in the Church. 
Then . . wham! Captain Kidd examined, 
poked and prodded my anatomy and told me 
that I had MS. 

That was 23 years ago. I’ve never had the 
promotion I thought I would have, but in 
those years I have grown to know what 
being disabled means. I have known the 
‘pain’ of being patronised, the insult of the 
‘does he take sugar’ syndrome, the annoy- 



‘The knowledge that God 
Almighty became 
powerless and pinned 
down helps me to cope 
with my lack, my limitation 
and my loss. He it is who 
quietly takes and makes 
our weaknesses a 
source of strength’ 


ance of dependency, the cancerous grip of 
fear and much else. I hate pity; compassion 
has its difficulties, but it is still the heart of 
human care and concern because it is at the 
heart of God. He has blessed me with the 
gift of humour. I can laugh at me and mine, 


and soak my disability in giggles. The anger 
is not removed or even quenched. Only put in 
its place! I have had to learn to give, by 
learning how to graciously and humbly re- 
ceive. 

At first, there was not much diminishment 
to cope with. I lacked certain abilities. But 
then I began to feel more limited. Ability, 
mobility became rather restricted, creating 
deep frustrations and annoyance, not only to 
me but to those around me. Limitation began 
its toll. Visiting became a problem. (Where 
was the nearest loo?) Holidays were missed 
rather than taken, since home supplied assur- 
ance. The self gets confidence from familiar 
places. 

Then came another feeling, which perhaps 
is best summed up in the word ‘loss’ . This hit 
home when I was 50 years old. I decided to 
give up driving. I loved the car. Loss of 
driving and its freedom hit me deeply. But it 
was necessary, because of a loss of sight and 
leg movement. How I covet the new vehicles 
in Waitrose’s car park! 

All of this created such a living tension 
within me. Worship on a Sunday morning 
had to be presented and led by someone stuck 
together with Sellotape, the smile trying to 
hide a crumpled body. The Church of St 
Michael is dominated by a styled, empty 
cross. The figure has gone. He is risen. But 
beneath is mine. A living symbol of loss. 

My church should be overflowing, but it 
isn’t. Can people not look at disability, wheth- 
er in the Divine or the human? Maybe not. 
But for me the knowledge that God Almighty 
became powerless and pinned down helps 
me to cope with my lack, my limitation and 
my loss. He it is who quietly takes and makes 
our weaknesses a source of strength. 

The Revd Richard Woodward is vicar of 
St Michael 9 s Green , Beaconsfield 


How blindness 
opened 
another world 


It was eleven years ago that Mrs 
Margaret Stone went blind over- 
night. She now lives alone with 
her guide dog, and is Chairman 
of St John’s Guild for the Blind 
in Didcot. “I had a perfectly 
normal life before, then there 
was a sudden change to com- 
plete darkness. Learning how to 
adjust took quite a while. Now I 
live a perfectly normal life again, 
but in a different world. 

“I have always had a lot of 
faith and that’s what really 
pulled me through. I feel that I 
have achieved much more than 
I had before: I go bowling, I 
visit the local hospital and talk 
to the patients, and there is the 
St John’s Guild. 

“Sometimes I feel I have no 


spare time at all. I’ve got the dog, 
and we give talks at schools and 
the Mothers’ Union. I haven’t 
got time to be lonely, and I’ve 
got no regrets at all. In the begin- 
ning I thought that I had lost a lot, 
now I feel I’ve gained twice as 
much. I am able to help other 
people — you are given that. I 
think that if you lose one thing 
you are given something else, 
and have to use it to the best of 
your ability. 

“I just take each day as it comes, 
working for the Lord, passing on 
the message, because you don’t 
have to preach the Bible. You 
just chat and people can see what 
you have achieved. I am not un- 
happy or afraid because I know 
for sure that I never walk alone.” 


Fellowship for blind 
Christians 

TORCH TRUST FOR THE BLIND — produce Christian literature in 
Braille, giant print (much larger than large) and cassettes, lending library . 
Recently become Torch international and send literature to third world and 
other countries such as Russia. Braille scriptures to Russian. Local groups: 
Aylesbury: Mrs C Barff, Church Cottage, Oving, Aylesbury. Tel: 02% 
641254; Oxford: Miss Wyn Cornish, 2 Appleton Road, Cumnor. Tel: 0865 
863198. They meet monthly for Christian fellowship, worship and tea at the 
Rectory Centre, Rectory Road, Oxford. Tel: 0865 641254. Reading: Mrs 
Jeanne Smith, 26 Donkin Hill, Caversham, Reading. Tel: 0734 484153 . 
Witney: Miss Joy Carter, 30 Riverside Gardens, Mill Street, Witney, Oxon. 
Tel: 0993 778594. 

ST JOHN'S GUILD FOR THE BLIND — was founded by a blind priest 
in 1919 and its stated object is “to bring the light and fellowship of the catholic 
faith into the lives of the blind and to maintain guesthouses for blind members 
of the Church of England”. Membership is open to Confirmed members of the 
Church of England and Associate membership to sighted Christians who 
would like to help. 

Local branch meetings, national rallies and retreat and quiet days are just some 
of the activities organised by the Guild. There is also an annual holiday 
pilgrimage to Walsingham and a monthly magazine in Braille, in Moon and 
on audio tape. There is a branch of the Guild at Didcot — Hon Sec , Mrs Ruth 
Griffiths (0235 815383), and at St Michael’s Church Abingdon 



Making friends. Making decisions. 

Both can affect your future happiness. 

To help your decision-making, make Ecclesiastical your friend. For Life. 


ecclesiastical 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ. Telephone (0452) 528533 
LIFE ASSURANCE • SAVINGS ■ PENSIONS ■ UNIT TRUSTS • MORTGAGES 
A representative of the Company may call. 


I would like to know more about how EIG can help me plan for the future. 

Name! Title: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Rev 

Address 


| Te l. No: . 


Postcode 

Date of Birth 


_l 


Would you prefer 
to Lnveot ethically? 


• Investments and ethics are compatible 

• You need not breach your code of ethics by holding 
an investment portfolio. 

• Tailor shareholdings to reflect your ethical criteria 

• Our unique service is 
available to both trusts and 
private clients. 

PERSONAL INVESTMENT 
PORTFOLIO 

We offer the discerning 
investors the facility to invest 
directly in equities meeting 
their own personal ethical 
considerations with the benefit of active management in 
accordance with their own investment objectives. 

For further details contact: Peter Penfold or 
Tim Sedgwick on: 061-834 2332 

— ESTABLISHED 1866 — — 

Henry Cooke, Lumsden p i c 

A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE CLIENT INVESTMENT MANAGERS AND STOCKBROKERS. 
THE LONDON STOCK EXCHANGE AND THE SECURITIES AND FUTURES AUTHORITY 

OFFICESt NO 1 KING STREET, MANCHESTER M60 3AH 
LONDON! CROWN HOUSE, 56-58 SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON SE1 1UL 
LLANDUDNOi 59 MADOC STREET, LLANDUDNO, GWYNEDD LL30 2TW 
LEEDSi WEST RIDING HOUSE, 67 ALBION STREET, LEEDS LSI 5NN 

• The value of securities and the income from diem can go down as weD as up. Some securities carry a higher degree of risk than others. 
Past performance is no guarantee of future returns and you may not recover the amount originally invested. 
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it FACING DISABILITY 


Giving, receiving 
and sharing 


The Church and its ministry to the deaf 

Where seeing is hearing 


I n a normal church service, 
sound is the principal medi- 
um of communication and a 
deaf person will feel quite left 
out. Sermons are periods of still- 
ness, hymns are much opening 
and shutting of mouths and the 
rituals are purely visual. 

In spite of all that I, who am 
profoundly deaf, can feel some 
edification from watching the 
rituals and at least trying to fol- 
low the service in whatever writ- 
ten material is provided, includ- 
ing the hymn books. For most 
deaf people, a much more satis- 
factory way of sharing worship 
is to attend a special service for 
the deaf, held in chapels dedicat- 
ed for the deaf to worship, often 
attached to deaf clubs or in time- 
shared chapels or halls also used 
by hearing people. 

Special chaplain 

The Oxford Diocese is well 
served with nine such chapels, 
but in many areas the deaf are 
not provided for. Our chaplain to 
the deaf, the Revd Roger Wil- 
liams, takes services at all nine 
chapels in addition to his pasto- 
ral care for the often lonely deaf 
people in the community. Serv- 
ices are conducted in sign lan- 
guage with voice and lipreading 
for those blessed with these aids 
to communication. Often, vol- 
unteers will sign the hymn from 
the front, where all can see. 

Getting together 

Deaf people love to get together 
when, for a while, our 
communication difficulties are 
relaxed and for this reason the 
highlights of our church year are 
the combined services at Easter, 
Harvest and Christmas, when all 
nine chapels meet together in 
worship and socialising. 

Also popular is our annual 
Quiet Day, when an invited chap- 
lain to the deaf leads us in reflec- 
tion. The Oxford Deaf Choir 
works to select signs to match 
the meaning of the hymns, while 
yet flowing visually and in syn- 
chronisation with the tune. Hear- 
ing people are always very wel- 


come at our services. 

Deaf people assist as Readers, 
or as Pastoral Assistants in the 
Diocese. Two more, including 
me, are in training on the new 
Readers course. Our chaplain 
goes through the written course 
work with the two of us. 

An interpreter was necessary 
at the lectures, but theology does 
not translate easily into sign lan- 


guage. Photocopies of the lec- 
turer’s typewritten notes are a 
boon. 

Deaf churches throughout the 
country try to form a unity 
through what we call Confer- 
ences. One is the Oxford Dioce- 
san Deaf Church Conference 
and, at national level, the Na- 
tional Deaf Church Conference. 
These are run by deaf people 


and, in general, assist our chap- 
lains by representing the views 
of the deaf, and thereby assisting 
in the spiritual and pastoral care 
of the deaf. 

We feel that deaf and hearing 
people should worship together, 
to be all One in Christ, but yet we 
need our own services in our 
own visual language. 

Kenneth Dyson 


A choir with singing hands 



Members of the Oxford Deaf Choir with the Diocesan Chaplain for the Deaf, the Revd Roger 
Williams and the Bishop of Oxford. Photo : Frank Blackwell 


The Oxford Deaf Choir celebrated its tenth anniver- 
sary last year, and is one of a number of such choirs 
throughout the country. We do not sing — instead, 
we sign the words using the established sign-lan- 
guage, rather than mime. 

We check the hymn book used in a particular church 
we are visiting; then we decide how to present the 
hymns, and whether to use the full choir, a solo or a 
duet with chorus backup. Selecting the signs re- 
quires careful consideration. A normal choir will 
sing the words as given in the hymn book, whereas 
we have to consider the context in which the words 
are used, as there are a number of alternative signs 
for the same word. 

We are currently practising a hymn which includes 
the words ‘make known’. In sign language, ‘make’ 
is a constructing sign, so it would be inappropriate. 
Instead, we shall use the sign for ‘tell’. Expressions 
and body movements are also important to show 
happiness or quiet solemnity as appropriate. 
Members come from Oxford, Reading, Newbury 


and Wantage, and we practice at least once a week. 
We do use music, although we cannot hear it. It is 
important that the choir learns the hymns, because 
they need their hands for signing and therefore 
cannot hold a hymn book. They need to be led by 
a conductor who will keep everyone moving in 
unison. We have a hearing singer sitting in front of 
the choir, so that the conductor can follow by lip- 
reading the words. In cases when the tune may be 
lively, then we do use a hearing conductor. 

Our repertoire has grown, and we are in our Deaf 
Churches for most of the Christian festivals. In 
May, along with about 20 other choirs, we shall be 
attending a festival in Manchester. The hymn our 
choir has been allocated is Amazing Grace. Al- 
ready, we are meeting to select the signs to express 
the sincere meaning of the verses and movements 
to match the beautiful music. 

Margaret Brown 

Mrs Margaret Brown is Secretary of the Oxford 
Deaf Choir 


The Disabled Christian Fellowship 


When John Hyde, a Christian with a disability, moved to Abingdon 
five years ago, he set up a local branch of a nationwide organisation, 
the Disabled Christian Fellowship. 

The Abingdon DCF is based at the Christ Church in Northcourt Road. 
However, churches of all denominations belong to ‘The Church in 
Abingdon’, so the meeting is held at a different church each month. 
There are 60 members, and monthly meetings are held on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Transport comes from the Social Services, the Red Cross and the St 
John Ambulance, plus voluntary drivers. A prayer and open session is 
followed by a talk from a visiting speaker and tea, and twice a term 
there is Holy Communion. 

Some members are elderly, but the DCF attracts people of all ages, 
and a ‘Teens and Twenties’ group is being planned. “It’s so good to 
be with people who really understand some of the problems you are 
going through, “ one member said. For those who can’ t get to a 
meeting, there is a telephone prayer line run by Janet Chapman, and 
copies of Vital Link , the national magazine, are distributed to all 
members. 

DCF is about spirituality, and support, but also about having fun. 
Two years ago Abingdon members spent a weekend away in the 
Brecon Beacons on a national DCF holiday. This summer, the branch 


is organising a week’s holiday at the Carmelite Priory on Boar’s 
Hill in Oxford for members from all over the country. 

One of the most active members is Mrs Dorothy Chapman, 
formerly the teacher in charge of special needs at Larkmead Compre- 
hensive School in the town. Physically disabled children are integrat- 
ed into the mainstream curriculum at Larkmead, where lift and 
ramps have been put in, and the cloakrooms altered so that “one 
thousand pupils are now quite used to seeing people with a disability 
going about the place”. 

More than 150 people turned up to learn more about disability and 
the church at a DCF open day at Christ Church last year. Churches 
in Abingdon are now beginning to look at ways they can improve 
their access in order to welcome people in wheelchairs, and Mrs 
Chapman talked to a group of theological students in Oxford about 
some of the problems. 

Attitudes are changing, she says, particularly among young people. 
“When I was at Larkmead I was Mrs Chapman, the special needs 
teacher, and I had a brain — but when I’m in a shop in Oxford in my 
wheelchair, everyone calles me ‘love’ .” 

If you would like to know more about the Disabled Christian 
Fellowship , ring John Hyde on Abingdon (0235) 521260. Or write 
to the DCF, Christ Church, Northcourt Road, Abingdon 


When I visit Dorchester Abbey, 
I am impressed by how creative 
they are about their ministry to 
visitors. The congregation have 
little choice. This is the ministry 
the Lord has laid upon them, yet 
to the visitor it feels fresh and 
willingly given. 

In a similar way I feel St 
Paul’s, Warwick Road, in Ban- 
bury has been given a ministry to 
people with learning difficulties, 
many of whom live quite close 
to the church. The challenge pre- 
sented itself when two residents 
at the recently opened hostel for 


ure and enthusiasm, or else to 
arrive after we have finished, 
and weep. * 

When the Faith Group went to 
see ‘Love lies bleeding’, a mu- 
sical mime, our somewhat noisy 
group watched in total silence. I 
was fascinated to discover that, 
although uncertain on the night, 
if it was ‘all about Jesus’, by the 
following week they had it all 
worked out, and wanted to con- 
tribute to the retelling that we 
shared at the next meeting. 

The warmth and directness of 
their friendship and their con- 


How St Paul’s, Banbury, is involving 
people with a mental handicap 
in their church life 


people who had a mental handi- 
cap joined our congregation 
somewhat late and noisily one 
autumn Sunday more than ten 
years ago. 

Much learning has gone on 
since then. Rich friendships have 
been formed, fears and prejudic- 
es have been faced and slowly 
changed, and we now have 11 
very different individuals in the 
congregation, all of whom have 
some handicap. They have come 
to feel accepted, and we find 
appropriate ways for them to give 
as well as to receive, to express 
their membership through ac- 


cent for the hurts and illnesses of 
others, are their great gift to those 
of us who became their friends. 
But they also make for pain. In 
our non-demonstrative world 
their opennesss and need for af- 
fection can be embarassing. Then- 
need for plain and direct speech 
sometimes leaves me, personal- 
ly, feeling a brute. I suspect they 
reveal my weaknesses, and I hope 
they help me to face what needs 
changing in me. 

I feel privileged and touched 
when they introduce me to some- 
one as ‘my friend Jane’. I cer- 
tainly count them as my friends. 



One of 20 drawings from a Confirmation Pack for people with 
learning difficulties or a mental handicap. It is produced by the 
Church Army and has been written by Sister Ruth Reed. 


five participation. Our friends 
have taught me a lot about faith. 
Their faith is simple and direct, 
slow to form, but deep and 
strong. We first formed a ‘faith 
community’ to give two of them 
a learning environment within 
which to prepare for Confirma- 
tion. The group continues to 
meet because we all found our 
meetings encouraging. Before 
God we find an equality of love 
and concern. 

Communication remains a 
shared problem. We often find 
our friends’ speech difficult to 
understand and their limited vo- 
cabulary can turn a conversa- 
tion into a guessing game ! They 
find our world of notice sheets 
and lists almost impossible. 
They need a friend who is will- 
ing to unpack and explain what 
is going on. A second difficulty 
is their poor sense of time. Par- 
ticipants in our Bible Study 
Group are likely to arrive an 
hour early beaming with pleas- 


They enrich our congregation 
and challenge our complacency. 
Our ministry to them is what 
God has laid on us. 

0 Jane Durrell 

The Revd Jane Durr ell wrote 
this article before her retire- 
ment last year. Until then she 
was Parish Deacon in Ban- 
bury. The Revd Alison Duff 
tells us that the Faith Group 
is going from strength to 
strength. “ This year we are 
taking some of our friends 
away to Wales on our church 
holiday in May “ she says. 

# Churches of different de- 
nominations in Banbury have 
also organised an ‘ Even- 
song for the Housebound ’for 
people who find it impossible 
to get to church. The service 
is held at St Paul’s church 
hall, Warwick Road , which 
is free of steps and large 
enough for wheel chairs. 
There is a disabled toilet. 
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WHAT DOES IT COST? 

One bedroom apartment from £94,000 
Two bedroom apartment from £117,000 
Three bedroom apartment from £187,000 


PEGASUS 

SALES OFFICE 
WHUEHOUSERD, 
GRANDPONT, 
OXFORD 

0865 204834 


□ Please tick 

• I would like to know more about Streatley Lodge Q 

• Please telephone me to arrange a home visit □ 

• I’d like to visit the showhome but would require transport. 

Please telephone me to arrange a convenient time Q 


Name 

Address.. 


Post code Telephone No. 


STREATLEY AND 
GORING LODGE 

THIS outstanding development features some of the finest luxury retirement apartments and 
facilities in the area. We are offering 2, 3 and 3 bedroom apartments at this unique location, with 
car parking and garaging. Formal gardens and landscaping will reflect many of the features of 
the enclosed gardens of the colleges in Oxford. 

The city of Oxford and the High Street is only 10 minutes walk from the development. 
Christchurch meadows, the Botanic Gardens and the Colleges of the University are all within 
easy reach. 

Opposite to Pegasus Grange is a corner shop and newsagent. The post office is close by in 
Abingdon Road, together with a barber’s and hairdresser. 


PEGASUS 

Retirement Homes 

You owe it to 
yourself 

Pegasus Grange, Oxford 


YOU’VE WORKED HARD ALL YOUR LIFE - DON’T YOU DESERVE TO RETIRE IN LUXURY? 


How a retirement 
developer is helping 
St. Matthews in Oxford. 

THE redevelopment of the former 
Oxford City Football Ground in 
Whitehouse Road, Grandpont, Oxford 
by Pegasus retirement homes^ is open- 
ing the way for a new rectory and 
church hall to be built for St. Matthews 
in Marlborough Road. 

Ever since the football club left the 
ground four years ago owners 
Brasenose College have been keen to 
find a partner to sensibly redevelop the 
site, and the result is to be homes for 
some three to four hundred people and 


a ten per cent increase in parish num- 
bers for team vicar, the Rev John 
Samways. 

PEGASUS RETIREMENT 
HOMES 

A large portion of the site, being devel- 
oped by Pegasus Retirement Homes 
pic has been developed for 101 new 
retirement homes with their own com- 
munal lounge, seven day a week 
restaurant, swimming pool, resident 
administrators, guest suite and many 
more facilities not normally provided 
in such a scheme. A further part of the 
site has been dedicated to about 40 
one, two and three bedroom homes for 
families and other age groups. 


The Orangery 

The current vicarage, on the edge of 
the parish will be sold and the proceeds 
will go towards the cost of building the 


new church hall. The new one is to be 
built on the end of the new terraces at 
Marlborough Mews, nearest to St. 
Matthews Church. 

NEW CHURCH HALL 

On the other side of the church the site 
will eventually become the new church 
hall and church meeting rooms. The 
old church hall will be demolished to 
make way for the Pegasus develop- 
ment. 

The Rev Samways pointed out 
that it is quite unusual for a 
rectory to be part of the terrace street 
scene but “the new vicarage will be at 
the heart of the community and it 
will spell out a very important 


message,” said John Samways. 

WHO ARE PEGASUS 

Pegasus Retirement Homes was 
founded in the early eighties with the 
philosophy of providing a more needs 
sensitive service to those in retirement 
and to offer choice. 

The company wishes to ensure indi- 
viduals retain control over their own 
lives by introducing support and care 
services linked to ownership. 

With powerful financial backing the 
company has established a range of 
developments across England and 
Wales, which not only offer superb 
facilities and a quality lifestyle but pro- 
vide management support and services 
as people get older. 


Quality of Life at 


Home Visits can be arranged to 
discuss your personal requirements. 


INCLUDE: 

• RESTAURANT 

• LIBRARY 

• SWIM POOL 
•HYDRO 
•GARDENS 
•ADMINISTRATORS 


SALES OFFICE 
OPEN DAILY 

Sat/Sun 10.30am-4.30pm 
Mon-Fri 1.00pm-4.30pm 
Whitehouse Road, Oxford 

( 0865 ) 204834 


Restaurant • Library - Swimming Pool/Hydro - Formal Gardens - Administrators - 

Operational Services 

Oxford’s premiere retirement development built in a traditional college style. 
Streatley Lodge is the first release offering spacious 1 & 2 bedroom apartments 

— some with en-suite. Security & Quality are guaranteed when you purchase 
with Pegasus. If you are having problems selling your property — we can help 

— we can buy your house and ensure you a trouble free move — to retirement 
luxury. 


A Big Decision — 

PEGASUS resident David Skilton, a former man- 
aging director of a building company explains: 

“Life when it comes to retirement is what you 
make it. The biggest decision of all is to decide 
whether to move or stay where you are, and if so 
what will be the medium to long term conse- 
quences of that decision?” 

Neil Ward MD explains: “We are creating a 
unique atmosphere designed to enable residents 
to enjoy life to the full with facilities not found 
elsewhere in the city or county. The finished 
development will have that refined air of an 
Oxford college. 

“Through our continued direct management of 
the development we provide a life-long commit- 
ment to quality and service.” 

Assisted living gives benefits to all - not just 

Not everyone moving into retirement needs immediate 
assistance, but it is reassuring to know that Pegasus can 
and does provide that help when you may need it. 
Services are all arranged through the local manager. 
Maggie Butcher and her team. 

She ensures that each service will be to a standard anc 
quality expected. Charges are based on hourly use, anc 
you pay only for what you use, no matter how small. Some 
services could be shared with a friend. 

Additional Services 

# Cleaning 

# Hairdressing 

# Gardening 

# Handyman - odd jobs 

# Catering 

# Chiropody 

# Companion Service 

# Transport & Chauffeur Service 

# Or anything else within our capabilities - Just ask 


Pegasus residents 


The Assisted Living Team 


Why Pegasus is different 

PEGASUS distinguishes itself through the care and 
attention it pays to the needs of prospective pur- 
chasers and thereafter with residents at every phase 
of their relationship with the company. 

We will visit you in your own home to discuss 
how we can make it possible to move into the five 
star Pegasus home of ydur choice. Not only can we 
assure the sale of your property, but we will do every- 
thing possible to make the transition as smooth as 
possible. 

When you reserve you will normally be assured a 
price for your existing home - subject to valuation 
and the purchase of a Pegasus home. We then market 
your property and release you from all the worries of 
selling your home. Pegasus will provide general 
counselling and advice about your move based on 
our depth of professional experience and provide a 
range of financial assistance, tailored to your indi- 
vidual needs. 


Sales Office Opening Hours 

1.00 pm - 4.30 pm 
Monday to Friday 
10.30 pm - 4.30 pm 
Saturday and Sunday 

Telephone: 0865 204834 
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EDITORIAL 


This Easter issue of The 
DOOR contains a number 
of features about people 
who have had to come to 
terms with various disa- 
bilities. But as Christians, 
we need to ask ourselves 
the question: Arewe com- 
ing to terms with their dis- 
abilities ?” 

We live in image con- 
scious times, when every- 
thing from records to reli- 
gion has to be perfectly 
'packaged’ to be be ac- 
ceptable. And disability 
doesn’t always quite fit in 
with expectations. It isn’t 
always easy on the eye. 

We can cope with deaf- 
ness. After all, you can’t 
see that. But what about 
Richard Woodward with 
MS and not very steady 
on his feet, or Dorothy 
Chapman out shopping in 
Oxford in her wheelchair? 
They both know the pain 
of being patronised. But 
ho w do we really feel about 
them? Are we part of the 
“do they take sugar” soci- 
ety? Do we really believe 
that they have just as 
much to give to us as we 
have to give to them, and 
probably a great deal 
more? 

Good Friday is not very 
easy on the eye, either. The 
image of a man bruised 
by torture and gasping for 
breath on a cross is not an 
attractive one. It is com- 
forting to think of spring 
chicks and chocolate eggs 
and cheerful Easter day 
hymns, but disturbing to 
look upon that lonely tor- 
mented figure who “had 
no beauty or msyesty to 
attract us to him, nothing 
in his appearance that we 
should desire him; He was 
despised and rejected by 
men.” (Isaiah 53: 2- 3). 

Easter brings us sharp- 
ly up against conflicting 
images — darkness and 
light, a Christ disabled by 
suffering and a Christ 
whose very suffering ena- 
bles us — a cross and a 
glorious Resurrection. 

A very happy Easter to 
each one of you. 

Christine Zwart 


The Glorious Good News of Easter 


The disciples, on ‘Black’ Fri- 
day, must have felt Jesus was 
utterly defeated, as the great 
stone thudded into the groove 
outside the Garden Tomb. Yet, 
within these three days the green 
shoots of Easter began to appear 
in the lives of the disciples. How 


had stubbornly stated: “Unless I 
see, I will not believe,” Jesus 
showed him His nail-pierced but 
living hands: “See my hands, 
and do not be faithless, but be- 
lieving.” Thomas joyfully cried 
out: “My Lord and my God!” 
Indeed, the Risen Christ tri- 


by Bishop Maurice Wood 


had Jesus planned it, so that faith 
in His resurrection overcame 
such doubt, distress and despair? 
“Don’t be afraid, go and tell my 
disciples.” For Mary Magdalene, 
blinding tears and desolate fear 
led the first women witnesses 
towards joy and service. When 
John stooped down and looked 
into the dim, open tomb and saw 
the tidiness of the flattened linen 
cloths, bereavement and nagging 
doubt became faith and hope. 
“Then John went in and saw and 
believed.” 

What of Peter, who had bro- 
ken down and wept, when he 
went into the darkness after his 
persistent denials? Peter received 
his personal Easter greeting: “Go 
and tell his disciples, and Peter .” 
And: “Weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning.” 

On Easter afternoon the sad- 
ness of Cleopas (who was liter- 
ally “at a standstill”) was turned 
to joy when Jesus said to him: 
“Was it not necessary that Christ 
should suffer and enter into His 
Glory” before interpreting to him 
and his companion “in all the 
Scriptures the things concern- 
ing Himself’. 

A week later after Thomas 


umphed over all circumstances 
and over all temperaments. (See 
Matthew 28:10 John 20:1-10 
Mark 16:7 Luke 24:24-27 John 
20:26-28). 

Prologue 

Jesus had planned this prologue 
to His death in three parts: 

1. By three miracles He demon- 
strated clearly that He was the 
master of death, “The last ene- 
my”. He lifted up from death the 
little twelve-year old daughter 
of Jairus. The first thing she saw 
was the face of Jesus. The first 
thing she felt was His hand on 
hers, and the first thing she heard 
was, ‘Talitha koum,” (His very 
words in Aramaic) “Little girl, 
arise.” 

What comfort Christian par- 
ents can find at Easter, if their 
child is ill in a Children’s Hos- 
pice, like our own Helen House, 
as they trust their child into 
Christ’s nail-pierced but living 
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hands (Mark 5:38-43). 

He also welcomed the widow 
of Nain’s son back from death to 
life (Luke 7:11-17) and just be- 
fore the curtain went up on the 
Drama of Calvary and Easter, 
rather like a final dress rehearsal, 
He called Lazarus, the brother of 
Martha and Mary, out from the 
sepulchre at Bethany, and be- 
fore His own suffering, demon- 
stated His power over death a 
third time (John 11:23-44). 

2. He linked His forthcoming 
death with the prophesies of the 
Suffering Messiah in the Old 
Testament. He showed His death 
was not an accident, but a unique 
and “once for all” sacrifice for 
sins, to be followed by victory 
(Isaiah 53:6 and Psalm 16:8-11. 
Acts 2:25-28). 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Father, you are the light that can never be put 
out; and now you give us a light that shall 
drive away all darkness. You are love without 
coldness, and you have given such warmth in 
our hearts that we can love all when we meet. 
You are the life that defies death, and you 
have opened for us the way that leads to 
eternal life. 

None of us is a great Christian; we are all 
humble and ordinary. But your Grace is 
enough for us. Arouse in us that small degree 
of joy and thankfulness of which we are 
capable, to the timid faith which we can 


muster, to the cautious obedience which 
we cannot refuse, and thus to the wholeness 
of life which you have prepared for all of 
us through the death and Resurrection of 
your Son. Do not allow any of us to remain 
apathetic or indifferent to the wondrous 
glory of Easter, but let the light of our 
Risen Lord each every corner of our dull 
hearts. 

A prayer for Easter by Karl Barth taken 
from the new Fount Book of Prayer edited by 
Robert Van de Weyer ( Harper Collins, 
£16.99) 


3. He also prophesied His own 
death in such detail, that when- 
ever in St Mark’s Gospel he 
taught the disciples about His 
coming Passion, as Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey delighted to 
say: “He always spoke of death- 
and-resurrection, death-and-res- 
urrection”. 

Hie Drama 

Cross-and-resurrection need 
each other, if the fullness of the 
truth of the Gospel is to resound 
into a weary world. The world 
often sees death on TV, but it 
does not understand that the 
death of Jesus makes possible 
the forgiveness of penitent sin- 
ners. The world often gives East- 
er eggs, but does not understand 
the symbolism of life breaking 
out of the tomb. 

St Paul, theologian and evan- 
gelist, saw that our Christian faith 
is built on an event-theology 
(cross-and-resurrection) and not 
just an idea-theology. 

“For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also re- 
ceived that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scrip- 
tures, that He was buried, that 
He was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 

Here was no slowly produced 
myth to comfort grief-stricken 
but deluded disciples. Here was 
Christ’s clear-cut prophecy. 


“They will kill Him, and on the 
third day He will rise.” (Luke 
18:33) Here was the angels’ viv- 
id Easter Day statement, “Re- 
member how He told you 
that.. .the Son of man must be ... 
crucified, and on the third day 
rise” (Luke 24:7). Here, too, was 
St Paul’s careful statement (1 
Cor 15:3-4) and the early Church 
in its Apostolic Creed boldly and 
to this day proclaiming this same 
‘third day’. 

The Epilogue 

Very quickly doubts were over- 
come, sorrow was turned to joy, 
death swallowed up by victory, 
doubt was swept away by faith, 
and the infant church “without 
silver and gold” went out to con- 
quer a weary sin-soiled world 
with the glorious Good News of 
a Conquering Saviour. This East- 
er, from Alaska to South Africa 
and from London to Los Ange- 
les, believers will greet each oth- 
er saying: “Christ is risen: He is 
risen indeed.” And in the break- 
ing of the Bread we shall say: 
“Christ HAS died. Christ IS ris- 
en. Christ WILL come again.” 
And so a very happy Easter to 
you all! 

Bishop Maurice Wood was 
formerly the Bishop of 
Norwich.He is an Honorary 
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese 
of Oxford and Chairman of the 
Order of Christian Unity. 


Qood Friday 

Why deride 
The crucified 
Christ on the cross? 

Hands and feet shattered 
By nails; 

Flesh of his back 

- shreds from the scourging * 

Pressed against 

The rough anguish of wood; 

Dank hair matted 

With thorn blood, 

Eyes darkened with sweat, 
Blinded by sun. 

Why do you mock. 

All you who pass by? 
Wagging your heads, 

Your malicious tongues. 
Would you do this, 

Die in soul’s loneliness, 
Blessing, not cursing, 

Hands nailing your life to a 
cross? 

Diana Good 


ACCOMMODATION 

NEEDED 


Do You Have — a spare room In your home? 

— some time to spare? 

— the ability to offer support and 
friendship to others? 


If you answered yes to these three questions, you could be the person 
we are looking for. 

We need people in the West Oxon area who can offer accommodation 
and support to adults with learning disabilities. This could be on a full- 
time basis for a person who needs to develop his/her day-to-day living 
skills in a safe and encouraging environment before moving on to a 
more independent way of life. On the other hand you may feel that you 
could offer support to someone for occasional weekend or weekly 
stays. 

The Adult Placement Scheme is looking for a whole range of different 
people who feel that they may have something to offer to a person in 
this position — no experience is necessary as you will receive full 
assistance and support from a professional team. 

You will be paid £120 a week for your work and commitment. 


For more details contact: 

CAROL STEER 
on 

0865 841973 



CARING COUNTRYWIDE 


Social Services Department 


Advertisement Feature 

DO YOU CARE? 

WITH the Community Care Act coming into operation on 
April 1st, we as Adult Placement Workers hare hoping to 
increase the number of carers working for the Oxfordshire 
Adult Placement Scheme. 

Carers on this scheme which is run by social services, offer 
accommodation and support within their homes to people with a learning 
disability. Each carer offers a placement specifically designed to meet the 
needs of an individual; therefore people can receive anything from 
occasional weekend or weekly stays through to full-time accommodation 
and support. By offering this flexible and community-orientated service, 
people with a learning disability have the advantage of a home-from-hoine 
situation where they can meet new people, have new experiences and 
generally enhance their lives. 

Carers will have the opportunity to enjoy sharing their own interests and 
hobbies with someone else whilst also encouraging steps towards a more 
independant way of life. 

The Adult Placement Scheme is already supporting the pliilosophy of 
community care by offering this alternative residential service within the 
local community. 

As well as the obvious rewards and challenges gained tlirough working 
with others, our carers are paid £120 a week. 

We are hoping that this short article will generate on interest amongst 
people in the community to come forward and find out more about tliis 
scheme. 

Remember — you could have a lot more to offer than you think. 

Alison Gackowski and Carol Steer, Adult Placement Workers for 
Cherwell/West Area, for further details telephone 0865 841973. 


Timeshare Owners 

TIMESHARE 

WEEKS 

URGENTLY 

WANTED 

UK, Spain, Canary Islands, Portugal, France 
and Malta. The Quality Timeshare company 
that offers you real service and value. 
GUARANTEED completed sale within 90 
days or your marketing fee refunded. 
For Further Information Call: 

0745 822028 

RCI 

TIMESHARE RESALES 

34 Madut Strwt AbcfoiU. Gwyd LL22 7AA 
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The question of multi-faith worship 



In this month’s issue (March) you 
ask for comments on multi-faith 
worship. It is not on! Because of the 
absolute uniqueness of Jesus who is 
God Himself (plenty of evidence for 
this from the Gospels) He Himself 
said, ‘No one comes to the Father 
except through Me. I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.’ (John 14:6) 
Peter in Acts 4:12, in his speech to 
the Sanhedrin, says, ‘Salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to 
men by which we must be saved.’ 
God’s standards are absolute, we 
flout them at our peril. Jesus told us ^ 
Christians, His disciples, in His Great 
Commission, ‘All authority in heav- 
en and on earth is given to Me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptising them in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have com- 
manded you.’ (Matthew 28: 18-20). 
There is only one prayer that an 
unbeliever in Christ can pray and 
that is ‘Lord save me’. We therefore 
cannot have multi-faith worship. But 
we can meet- with other faiths and 
should, to share our faith, tell them 
the Gospel of God’s love and for- 
giveness and salvation. But no, we 
cannot worship together. 

Barbara Gauge 
Woodstock 

Lord of all 

Anna Thomas-Betts, writing of her 
experience of multi-faith worship in 
the March edition of The DOOR 
says that ‘no marginalisation of Je- 
sus was involved’ or ‘nobody was 
ever in any doubt about the central- 
ity of Jesus to Christians' Surely 
the Biblical claim is that Jesus is not 
only central to Christians but to all 
people. He is proclaimed as Creator 
of all (Col 1:16) Lord of all (Romans 
10: 12) and Saviour of all, if they put 
their trust in Him (Acts 4:12). These 
are not popular assertions in our 
pluralistic society, but to deny them 
is to depart from authentic, Biblical 
Christianity. Of course Christians 
should recognise the right of others 
to hold different beliefs and acknowl- 
edge their integrity. But we cannot 
accept the principle that underlies 
inter-faith worship: that all faiths 
are equally ‘the gift of God’. To say 
this is to make Jesus into one option 
amongst many and to deny the clear 
Biblical teaching about His unique- 
ness. Love demands that we contin- 
ue to affirm this teaching. 

Revd Vaughan Roberts 
St Ebbe ’s, Oxford 

Jesus the Way 

I write in response to ‘Grasping the 
inter-faith nettle’ by Anna Thomas- 
Betts. God is spirit, and they that 
worship Him must indeed worship 


Him in spirit and in truth. Jesus said 
‘I am the way, the truth and the life, 
no-one comes to the Father except 
through me.’ (John 14:6). 

Buddha is dead, Mohammed is 
dead, but Jesus is risen from the 
dead and is alive today. It is His 
Spirit who releases us to worship the 
living God. Let us respect those 
whose faith and experience is differ- 
ent from ours: let us talk with and 
listen to them; let us stand along- 
side. God will meet with and listen 
to those who truly seek Him, but let 
us not try to mix light and dark in the 
worship of the one true God. 

Margery Dent 
Oxford 


Other 

Religions 

In the Old Testament, one sin stands 
out over and against any other: idol- 
atry, going after other gods, com- 
promise with foreign religions. In 
the New Testament, Jesus is exalted 
not as a prophet but as the only Son 
of the living God. On that rock Jesus 
has built His Church. He died, the 
just for the unjust. He rose from the 
dead. He intercedes for us. He has 
no equal. 

That is why we cannot pray except 
in the Name of Jesus. 

Yet we are to love our neighbours 
as ourselves. 

So inter-faith worship, no! Inter- 
faith dialogue, yes! 

Colin Davis 
Cholsey , Oxon 

Common 

Ground 

The defence of inter-faith ecumen- 
ism in the article ‘Grasping the in- 
ter-f^ith nettle’ admirable as it was, 
will do little to satisfy those who 
oppose all such contacts and atti- 
tudes. 

As one who whole-heartedly 
agrees with Ms Thomas-Betts, I am 
also aware of the depth of fear and 
resentment which such views can 
provoke amongst many sincere and 
thoughtful Christians. Let us on no 
account dismiss them as bigots and 
fanatics, but rather let us listen to 
what they have to say and hope that 
they will listen to us, so that we may, 
if possible, Fmd common ground 
and go forward together. 

The subject is already every bit as 
divisive as is the ordination of wom- 
en priests. I have recently had the 
unhappy experience of trying to put 
the ‘liberal’ view on Radio Oxford 
in opposition to the views of a prom- 
inent and respected conservative- 
evangelical. Many Christians of all 
persuasions can and do still justify 


the Decade of Evangelism, which 
has aroused a great deal of anxiety 
amongst thoughtful members of oth- 
er faiths, whilst denying the right of 
Hindu and Muslim missionaries to 
operate freely in this country. 

Shortly before I left England to 
work with the Episcopal Church in 
Iran, I met the late Sir Henry Hol- 
land on the steps of CM House. In 
the course of a brief conversation, 
he said some words I have never 
forgotten: ‘Unless you can out-live 
them and out-love them, don’t go.’ 

This is a challenge for all Chris- 
tians, who will fail if they attack and 
disparage other faiths and retreat 
into a fortress of narrow sectarian- 
ism. Before pointing out the short- 
comings of other religions, we need 
surely to take a good look at our own 
and to confess the shame of our 
Christian past. 

We Christians are not alone in the 
sorry tale of religious bigotry and 
racial intolerance, it is to be found in 
' certain sections of every faith. But if 
Christians are to carry any convic- 
tion when they call themselves the 
servants of the Prince of Peace, then 
surely we must publicly and corpo- 
rately admit our past and present 
failures and ask for forgiveness from 
God and from our fellow men and 
women before we can expect others 
to listen to what we have to say. And 
what better time can there be for us 
to do this than Easter? 

Robin Waterfield 
Oxford 


We have received 
many letters on this 
subject. In order to 
continue the debate 
and to represent you r 
views fully, more 
space will be devot- 
ed to the Letters Page 
in the May Issue. 
Please note that the 
deadline for letters for 
May is April 12 


Courtenay 

Abbey 

This is called ‘A Decade of Evange- 
lism’. Oxford, along with the Dio- 
ceses of the Church of England, has 
endorsed this. It therefore was quite 
strange to read on the back page of 
the March DOOR the proposed 
activities of the Abbey at Sutton 
Courtenay. The centre seems to of- 
fer almost anything except that which 
could be described as mainstream 
Christianity. I say it seemed strange 
because in my parish ministry 1 am 
meeting people who have been con- 
fused by such things and also I am 
finding that many people actually 
want to know what Christianity is 
all about and what it has to offer. 
What a contrast between this seem- 
ing confusion of ideas and purpose 
and the review on the same page by 
Bishop Stuart Blanch of Dr Tom 
Wright’s book. Who was Jesus?. I 
wonder what answer the Courtenay 
Abbey community would give to 
this question? Being open to the 
Holy Spirit, now as always, means 
being willing to face this question 
and also to face the evidence which 
the Spirit himself gives concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

Revd Trevor Parkin 
SS Andrew and Mary Magdalene , 
Maidenhead 

Sharing 

There was an interesting article 
(amongst others) in the last DOOR 
about the Parish Share and how 
Chipping Norton in particular was 
coping with this. One of the com- 
ments they made was that ‘ St Mary ’s 
feels that it is essential to tithe its 
general income so 10 per cent goes 
to missions and charities.’ 

Why? What other charity has the 
right to take money given to it by its 
parishioners and pass it on elsewhere. 
When I give money to the Church of 
England’s Children’s Society I 
would be most unhappy if they were 
to give some of that money to the 
RSPCA, however worthy the 
RSPCA might be. Giving is essen- 
tial, but handing on other people’s 
money is not the way to do it. 

Anthony Wagg 
Ascot 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


0 The. 
Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Banbury 270000 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 531011 



INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 

• Certificate Courses t 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Yepr Diploma Courses # Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 




^fvotrin Notice 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 

Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


TAX PROBLEMS? 
ACCOUNTANCY NEEDS? 

VAT CONFUSION? 

AUDIT REQUIREMENT? 

Providing a professional service should Include 
communicating with clients in plain English, not in 
jargon! For a friendly, personal and professional service 
from a Christian accountant, contact: 

ALAN F THORNTON fca 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
REGISTERED AUDITOR 

1 Orchard Close, Cassington, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 1BU . 

Telephone: 0865 882621 


HOLIDAYS — FRANCE AND SPAIN 3 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

New site for 1993 in the Dordogne. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: CONTACT G. F. Treherne, 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 

c Td: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) J 



•V APPOINTMENT 
TO HER MAJESTY 
QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
C HUNCH WINE SUPPLIES 

J.G. Ford & Son 

ESTD. 1838 

144-152 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3TQ 
Tel: 071- 403 9292 Fax: 071- 403 0458 

We will supply the needs of your Parish with the 
highest quality French Altar Wine 

All our wines, in bottles and dispensers, 
are certified by the Bishop of Montpellier and represent 
excellent value for money 

We pride ourselves on a prompt and 
fully insured delivery service 

For details on all wines available please telephone: 


Tel: 071- 403 9292 


England’s Oldest 
Altar Wine Shippers 


t MelBury 
O- Hotel 

OXFORD PICK-UP 
Rectory Drive 
Day Centre 22 
- 29 May 5 June 
and return. 

Cranbourne Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1EA 
Telephone: (0929) 422477 

In our friendly atmosphere, you may enjoy a break 
away from it all at this delightful private hotel within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions of Swanage. 
Facilities include licensed bar, colour TV, gift shop, 
many rooms are en-suite and all have hot and cold 
wash-basins. 

To help you enjoy your holiday we arrange special trips 

n PRT •• w 

mm 

spots and places of 
interest in the 
surrounding area. 
With our considerable 
experience of provid- 
ing care for the dis- 
abled, you can be sure 
we will do all we can 
to help you enjoy your 
stay. 

Please telephone for a 
copy of our brochure. 


BEECHFIELD MANAGEMENT 


Consultants In Manufacturing, Quality 
(including BS5750), Total Customer Care and offering 
general business help and support. 

Contact me for an initial review: 

Charles Pain 

M.Sc. C.Eng. M.I.Mech.E. M.I.Mfg.E 


17 Wynn Grove, 

Hazlemere, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP15 7LY 


Tel: 0494 716367 

An ^^Associa.e 


NEPAL 


* A unique Himalayan kingdom and one of the 
poorest countries in the world. 

* You can be involved with INF in extending 
Qod's Kingdom in Nepal by: 

* Praying * Qiving * Qoing 



Please send me more information on: 

I Working with INF 
U Praying for Nepal 
I 1 INF literature 


n 


Name .... 

Title 

Address . 


INTERNATIONAL NEPAL FELLOWSHIP 
69 Wentworth Road, Harbome, 
Birmingham B17 9SS Tel: 021-427 8833 | 
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THE 

EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

AH Saints Convent, 

St Mary’s Road, Oxford 0X4 1RU. 

Church embroidery to commission including vestments, fair 
linens and altar linen, altar frontals and banners. 
Enquiries to; 

Embroidery Department, 

AH Saints Convent 

Tel: 0865 248627 


CALLING ALL GATWICK FLYERS 

ARE YOU FLYING FROM GATWICK FOR A HOLIDAY IN '93'? 

If so book up now for your overnight stay. 

We can provide transport to and from the airport all of which is 
included in the cost. 

We can offer private facilities and free car parking 
Our rates remain the same - no increase 
Please contact :- 

GATWICK GROVE GUEST HOUSE 
Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex 
Tel: 0293 515795 


Thames Valley Antique 
Dealers’ Association 



Annual Fair 


at 

Eton College School Hall 
Eton, Windsor 

Thursday 15th April 2pm-8pm 
Friday 16th April llam-7pm 
Saturday 17th April llam-6pm 
Sunday 18th April llam-5pm 

Ample Parking 

Refreshments and Light 
Lunches 

Telephone: 0491 34393 
0753 833594 
Admission £3.00 



J. BATCHELOR & SON 
W00DVIEW NURSERIES 

Tinkers Lane, Nr. Tring 
Tel: Berkhamsted 865722 

Nurserymen and Landscape Gardeners 

Established 60 years Open 7 days a week 



First quality nursery stock 
plus a wide range of: 

Shrubs, climbing plants, heathers, fruit 
trees, ornamental trees, conifers, hedge 
plants, roses, rhododendrons etc. etc. 
Paving slabs (all types), broken paving, 
walling, fencing, rock stone, block 
paviors, potting compost, peat, terracotta 
pots, ornaments, barrels etc. etc. 

Bedding Plants in stock 
end of month 


Not simply the 


From the wife of the Bishop 

Jo Harries qualified as a doctor in 1964. She did three house jobs before Mark was born in 1966 and 
Clare in 1969. She has worked in the paediatric department of the Charing Cross Hospital, and as a 
CMO (school and clinic doctor) in the Roehampton, Richmond and Twickenham area. She married 
Bishop Richard in 1963. 

“Early in our marriage, Richard and I were asked to appear on late night television with other clergy 
couples. When asked about how I saw my role, I naively said, ‘Richard’s wife and a doctor.’ I then found 
myself manning a Samaritan line from our house while Richard was out at meetings, ineptly running 
a creche so others could go to church, cleaning our pale blue carpet after a choir ‘bun fight’ and 
becoming involved with an amazing variety of people, many of whom are still friends. 

Since coming to Oxford, I have had the privilege of meeting many clergy wives and being welcomed 
into their homes. Some are now ordained themselves. Many are working outside the home, and not just 
to supplement the family income. Many are caring for children or sick or elderly relatives. Not all enjoy 
good health. Not all share their spouse’s faith. The amount they are involved in the church and local 
community varies enormously. 

All families need time for each other and space for individual members to grow. We are grateful for 
the prayers, understanding, support and friendship of our Christian communities, as we seek to 
discover and live out our vocations.” 


Inspired by science 


Q timpses of 




[if e from 
the other 
side 


Tending p 
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Pauline Rudd is a research scientist at Oxford University. Her * 
husband is the vicar of Buckland St Mary, near Faringdon. “I feel that 
my vocation is to develop a spirituality which is complementary to 
Colin’s. Many of the things which inspire religion are the same as 
those which inspire the creative scientist.” 

The young vicar's wife 

Rebecca Stileman has two children aged 2 and 6 months. She is 
married to Will who is serving his first curacy in Oxford. 

“Over the past 18 months I have learnt several things: if you don’t get 
dressed before breakfast, at least wear a dressing gown; don’t spread 
your newly- washed underwear around the house; always keep a 
reasonable stock of milk, bread and biscuits, and don’t leave your 
answer machine on when you go on holiday!” 


The Evangelist's wife 

When the Bishop of Dorchester suggested that we set up a ‘support 
group’ for clergy wives the reaction was mixed. Some thought it would 
be very helpful, others were not so sure. 

But purely on a social level, we have enjoyed it because many of us 
didn’t even know each other. We plan to have three meetings a year. 
This time we had a buffet supper before the talk, which was very 
relaxing. 

Our first speaker was Susan Meredith, a social worker for the elderly, 
who spoke on changes in the community care act — which was 
interesting on two levels: one because most of us have elderly parents, 
and two because of the work many of us do in the parish. Then we had 
a local GP who is a Christian, talking about coping with stress. Next time 
we will have a retired bishop, who will talk about his life in Africa. 

When I arrived here, there was nothing for clergy wives. It took a very 
long time to get to know one another; many wives have jobs anyway, or 
else they are Readers, as I am, so they have a role in the parish. 1 find that 
very important, because most clergy wives would admit to not wanting 
to be pushed into the role as other people see it. 

I like the way one wife put it: “I tend to opt in rather than opt out.’ 
Christine Winter is a Reader and wife of David Winter, Priest-in- 
charge at Ducklington and the Dicoese ’s Officer for Evangelism 

The Diocesan hand-book for clergy families 
is being prepared at Church House and will 
be available soon. 


The Army Chaplain’s Wife (Rtd) 


When Betty and George Stokes 
married in 1941, he was the Cu- 
j: rate at St Michael’s in Summer- 

town, Oxford and she was a 
young evacuee from Southamp- 
ijiSi; ton with a talent for acting and 
X;:*:: choral singing. Almost at once 

he joined the army, and she and 
:£:$ their four children followed him 
round the world for the next 27 
:£:£ years. “I was completely unpre- 
pared for being a vicar’s wife 
and I was equally unprepared for 
being an army chaplain’s wife. 

“All the things that vicar’s 
wives have traditionally done like 
running bazaars and visiting were 
done by officer’s wives, and I 
was an officer’s wife. However, 
as a chaplain’s wife you could 



talk on equal terms to every- ment in drama and music, wheth- 

body, whatever their rank,” Bet- er it was reviving a choir in Ber- 
ty Stokes said. lin or putting on ‘The Impor- 

Their ministry was to the whole tance of Being Earnest’ inTripo- 

army community and not just to li, became part of that ministry, 
the church, and so her involve- “People taking part in our plays 


started coming to church because 
they discovered the chaplain’s 
wife was a human being.” 

In 1 968 George came out of the 
army first to parishes in Hamp- 
shire and then Sonning (where 
Betty organised a Son et Lu- 
miere) before their retirement in 
1975. Now the couple live in 
Charlbury, where she is in the 
church choir, the local dramatic 
society and the Religious Drama 
Society of Great Britain. “At the 
ripe old age of 74 I find myself 
embarking upon my most ambi- 
tious production ever, Arthur 
Miller’s play ‘The Crucible’. I 
simply couldn’t envisage a life 
in which we were not involv 
in the community in some way.” 
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ie ' Vicar's Wife' 




ding parish pastures 


wife of the vicar of Shinfield St Mary. She read theology at Kings College in 
rt-time tutor at Westminster College, Oxford. 

iheep in a glebe field behind the vicarage, and is the Billing Officer for the 
holders. She grows the flowers she uses to decorate the church, sings in the 
itly running a Lent course which she wrote herself. In her spare time she is 
:arage. Photos top , left and right all by Frank Blackwell. 
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It came as no surprise that my 
husband chose to offer himself 
for ordination. We had often 
talked about the possibility, and 
I think I knew that he had made 
up his mind before he did! 

I was lucky, too, in that I had 
some idea of what I was in for. 
My father is a priest in the Church 
of Ireland, so it was with a rueful 
sense of inevitability that I con- 
templated returning to the recto- 
ry life I had only just left! 

And so to Cuddesdon. The ru- 
ral setting, although beautiful, 
can lead to feelings of isolation, 
particularly for those who are at 
home looking after children. This 
can be exacerbated by the fact 
that our husbands are working 
very hard, and have little spare 
time, which means we take a 
larger share of child care and 
household chores. 

Fortunately, the college is 
aware of possible difficulties and 
makes considerable efforts to 
welcome us into college life. We 


may attend classes, have col- 
lege meals, use the library and 
the social facilities; we are rep- 
resented on the student com- 
mittees, and we have our own 
informal group which meets to 
exchange information, encour- 
agement, friendship and gos- 
sip! None of this is compulso- 
ry: if we prefer, we can lead 
entirely separate lives. 

The prospect of leaving this 
supportive atmosphere for our 
husbands’ first parish is a little 
daunting. None of us is . quite 
sure what is expected of a Vic- 
ar’s wife. My own opinion is 
that the Church can expect of 
me only that I be a good wife to 
my husband: that I love him, 
support him, and when, as is 
inevitable, I get irritated with 
him, I will remember, like Rob- 
ert Browning, that my ‘priest is 
only a man’! 

Susan Newell’s husband is a 
student at Cuddesdon Theo- 
logical College. 


The full-time wife 

When I married Christopher, he was teaching. Five years after our 
marriage he felt called to be ordained. Perhaps I should have seen it 
coming. I slipped quite naturally into the home-based role, although 
it is a hard position to defend today, and I believe very firmly in the 
family as an institution. 

At least in a vicarage we have a home, and the certainty of the Church 
Commissioners’ cheque each month. Making it last is a challenge for 
any clergy wife! 

Today is Tuesday. The alarm went at 6.30 am and Christopher made 
the tea as he has done for the last 30 years. He is rushing off to Radio 
Oxford and ‘Thought for the Day’, while William, our grandson of 
nine months, and I go to wake Hannah, our youngest daughter. Today 
there is a pram Mass in the church, a new Vocations Advisors lunch 
in the dining room, cake to be vacuumed out of the carpet, a staff 
meeting in the study, soup to be made, William to be dressed and fed, 
and in the afternoon my patchwork group and the school run — not to 
mention the visitors and telephone calls, and the building of a new 
vicarage in the garden. 

Our four daughters are wonderful. In a parsonage children grow to 
realise that joys and sorrows come through the front door. This brings 
understanding and compassion, not only for each other but for 
everyone. We believe that our lives are always undergirded with our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Being a channel of His love is what its all about. 
Alison Hewetson is the wife of Christopher Hewetson , Priest-in- 
Charge of Headington Quarry . 
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Rosemary Meara is a potter and sculptor. She studied art at Langley 
College and went on to teach in the art department of Pangboume 
College. Her husband is vicar of Basildon St Stephen in Berkshire. 

“I am involved in all the parish events, and particularly like to work 
with children and young people. I hope that my art is influenced by my 
belief that God is at the centre of everything, because he created me.” 


The Deacon's husband 


David Stirling is married to Tina Stir- 
ling, Deacon of St Mary’s in Thame. 
“Life now has many similarities to BTO 
(Before Tina’s Ordination). We live in 
our own house with our two children 
and two cats. Getting up, going to school 
and work, doing homework, the garden 
and the decoration, are still shot through 
with the negative effects of the Fall. 

There are new faces, but the same 
challenges of balancing priorities, con- 
sensus and vision in the PCC and Fi- 
nance Committee. This Deanery Synod 
is no more central to planning and ful- 
filling the mission of the church, than 


the one I sat on BTO, and I don’t think 
that the implied authority of the Deacon 
at my shoulder makes me any more 
gentle or less pompous at the houseg- 
roup. 

However, the balance of the postbag is 
different, the phone rings more often 
and the accent is on investing in eternity 
rather than for the shorter term chal- 
lenges of education and retirement. All 
in all, the changes have not been trau- 
matic. This is partly because I have 
always been involved in the Church, 
and partly because I have a full-time job 
myself which carries its own priorities.” 


CHILDREN IN DISTRESS 


Albanian Children's Aid 


“I WAS HUNGRY 
AND YOU FED 
ME 

NAKED AND 
YOU CLOTHED 
ME” 


We have now completed all our negotiations with the 
Albanian Ministry of Health and are able to announce that 
construction of the St. Luke’s Children’s Hospice and 
Hospital, which has been transferred from Tirana to the 
town of Saranda, began on 1 July. The first of its type, it is 
to serve the whole of Albania providing Hospice care for 
terminally ill children and special recuperation and conva- 
lescent care for the long term and chronically sick. Your 
Christian prayer and financial support would enable us to 
share our Lord’s love and healing amongst these desperate- 
ly suffering little teardrops of God 



1 enclose a donation of : £50 £3 £25 □ 


or please charge my Access/Visa 1111 


£10 O Any other amount 

i i i i i i i i rm 


Signature Expiry date 

Name 

Address 

Post Code 

or for covenant forms/further information please contact: 

Rev Dr John Walmsley 

,srjs Albanian Children’s Aid 

g] la, Broadway Market, Fencepiece Road, Ilford, Essex IG6 2JT 
Telephone: 081 559 9300; Fax: 081 559 9950 


Can you 
answer 
these three 
questions? 



1 Who is this T.V. Personality who 
backs Siloam's outreach to Romania? 

2 Could you be a prayer partner for 
Siloam's Ministries? 

3 Would you like to receive Siloam's 
Free ‘Love in Action’ magazine and 
Cindy Reeve's book — ‘The King of 
Kings Chose You!'? 

If so, return this coupon below. 

S iloam was founded in the UK in 1982 as an evangelical 
outreach to Portugal and the Third World, working 
through existing missionaries and national churches. 
Siloam uses medical, educational, social and other relief as a 
vehicle for the life-changing Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Activities include child and family sponsorship programmes, 
clothing and footwear relief, Christian holidays for children in 
Portugal, Poland, Ukraine, Philippines, and Romania 
Christian literature distribution, and a Christmas food parcel 
outreach to needy families in Portugal. Siloam also brings 
sight to the blind by funding cataract eye operations 
organised by its affiliated organisation in Madras, South 
India Help has also been sent to families in the Chemobyl- 
Kiev area of the Ukraine and more recently Croatia. 

During 1990, a medical equipment and relief aid outreach aid 
to Romania got underway and now trucks are dispatched $ 
most months. The organisation also sponsors co-workers £ 
ministering as personal evangelists in the UK with the 
Homeless and 'Down and Out’ community. z 

If you would like to know more about our ministry and how | 
you can be involved and receive a Free copy of our bi- o 

monthly magazine 'Love in Action’, then please return the ? 

coupon and, we will also send you a copy of Cindy Reeve’s 
book, The King of Kings Chose You’. 

SILOAM 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

5 Clarendon Place, Leamington Spa CV32 5QL 



The Name of the TV Personality is—. 

| Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Rev/Dr) 

1 Address 


.Postcode '|ro ' 
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Phillip Ball 


Est. 1978 

Quality Painting and Decorating 

Contractor 

Specialists in marbleing, French polishing, also all decorative wall cover- 
ings, sponging, stippling, rag rolling, etc. Contact: 

Dropshort, 87 Drayton Road, Sutton Courtenay, near Abingdon, 
Oxon 0X14 4HB 

Telephone: (0235) 529256; 

^ Mobile (0860) 864459 y 


PADDICK AND KELLY 


11 Saints C/E Aided Primary School, Tamar Way, Didcot 


e GROUNDWORKERS 
e UNDER PINNING ' 
e SUBSIDENCE e DRAINAGE 

Are pleased to have carried 
out the ground work at All 
Saints School, Didcot, Oxon 

For your free estimate 
Tel: Abingdon (0235) 528427 
or Witney (0993) 776068 


'V 

m 


PETER WRIGHT CARPENTRY 


INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

Is pleased to have 
carried out the 
Carpentry at All Saints 
School, Didcot, Oxon 


BBG Architects were appoint- 
ed in 1986, following a com- 
petition, to design a new 
School and Community Centre 
in Didcot, on a greenfield site 
in the heart of a planned new 
housing development to the 
north of Didcot - the 
Lady grove Estate. 

Ultimately, the Ladygrove 
Estate will have 4,000 flats and 
houses, with up to 8,000 residents. 

The brief for the project was 
written by the School’s Shadow 
Governing Board, under the 
Chairmanship of Rev. Norman 
Wadsworth, then the Rector of 
Didcot. A major input was made 
by Oxfordshire County Council, 
and, of course, by the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

The site was located under the 
High Voltage Electricity Cables 
radiating from Didcot Power 
Station, and one of the pylons was 
actually situated on the site. The 
Shadow Governors, after long and 
difficult deliberation, decided to 
reject the original site in favour of 
another comparable site about a 
kilometre away from the cables 


The Architects’ plan was adapted 
to the new site, and Planning 
Permission obtained from South 
Oxfordshire District Council in 
May 1990. Department for 
Education approval for the neces- 
sary Capital Expenditure was 
given in 1991. 

The successful tenderer for the 
works was Western Counties 
Construction, and construction 
started in February 1992, for com- 
pletion in February 1993. 

The project was planned, from 
the outset, to consist of a large, 
open plan. Teaching Wing of 10 
individual Classrooms, linked in 
pairs around a shared Resource 
Area. 

The Teaching Wing is linked by 
the Administration Wing - with 
Head’s Teacher Office, Staffroom 
etc - to the Community Wing, 
whose prinicipal rooms are mainly 
for Community use, but with a 
Main Kitchen and Main Hall pri- 
marily for School use during 
School hours. 

But all facilities in the 
Community Wing are intended to 
be shared, subject to timetabling 
commitments, and the whole com- 



Tel: Oxford 
(0865) 750080 



SPECIALIST 

CONTRACTORS 


Are pleased to be associated with this 
prestigious project as suppliers of 
specialist 

“ROOFLIGHT SYSTEMS” 

501 High Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 1TZ. 
Tel: 081-514 5588. Fax: 081-514 4664 


RIDGE 

C5C 

Partners 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
BUILDING SURVEYORS 
PROJECT MANAGERS 

Congratulate The Diocese On 
The Opening Of All Saints 

School 

OXFORD (0865) 794777 
READING (0734) 323088 
BRISTOL (0272) 252050 


All Saints Primary School Didcot 

The Directors and Staff 
of 

PETER LAWSON-SMITH ASSOCIATES LIMITED 

CHARTERED BUILDING SERVICES ENGINEERS 

are delighted to have been involved in the development 
of 

All Saints C of E Primary School 

and would like to congratulate them on their opening and 
wish them every success in the future. 


6 Langdale Court 
Witney, Oxon OX8 6FG 


Tel: 0993 776668 
Fax: 0993 774172 


Architects for: 

All Saints 

CE Aided Primary School, 
Didcot 

Architects and Planners for a wide variety of 
educational, ecclesiastical, residential and 
commercial buildings in Oxfordshire and 
further afield. 

Please contact Michael Gotch or David 
Barnett at No. 1, The Quadrangle, 
Hensington, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1LH 
Tel: 0993 813322 Fax: 0993 811406 


BBG 

ARCHITECTS 


plex will be managed by a Joint 
Committee with School and 
Community representatives. Since 
the project is likely to* be the 
major, and perhaps only. 
Community facility to be built at 
Ladygrove, the brief asked for the 
building to create a striking pres- 
ence, visually, as a focus for the 
community. 

The whole building is designed 
to need low maintenance both 
internally and externally, and the 
heating and ventilating systems are 


designed to run efficiently giving a 
well insulated structure. 

The landscaping scheme, on a 
flat, fairly featureless, site, is 
extensive, with grassed earth 
mounds, many trees and shrubs to 
be planted, a pond, and a variety 
of timber play equipment. 

The School is due to open for 
the Autdmn Term 1993, but 
already numerous organisations 
from within and around Didcot, 
are pressing to use the Community 
Facilities as soon as possible. 



PETE NUNN 


CONTRACTORS 

1-6 TON OPERATED 
MINI-DIGGER HIRE 

Groundworks, Extensions, Footings, Drainage, Driveways, 
Septic Tanks, Site Clearance, Landscaping, Patios, Walls, 
Turfing, Fencing, Ponds and Swimming Pools 

FREE ESTIMATES 
DISTANCE NO OBJECT 

(0844) 338905 
Mobile (0831) 230005 




R. K. Warwick 

Is pleased to have carried out the Brickwork at 

All Saints School 
Didcot. 

For your estimate: 

The Close, 
Witney Road, 
Long Hamborough, 
Oxon 

Tel: 

(0993) 882485 



FT ITT FP COX 
FLOORING 

When it comes to flooring . . . 

... we've got it covered 

. Telephone: 

0235 510564 


BROGDEN AND WILSON 


are proud to have 
been involved in 
THE ALL SAINTS 
SCHOOL PROJECT 
in Didcot, 

and wish the school 
a very happy future 


Sussex Street Scarborough 
North Yorkshire Y011 1BN 
Tel: 0723 373475 



DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND 
CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO 
GLUTEN-FREE and SEALED-EDGE 
WAFERS 

Price lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD., High Street, Lyminge, 
Folkestone, Kent CT18 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193 



National Inspection Counci fof /I 

oteoenss <Sz 


"I ,9Gi66er/uM 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR C/ 


Electrical Contractors 

Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 

INUUNKUNAIINb ^ 

STANDFAST 
SECURITY 
SYSTEMS OD 
(WITNEY) 


Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 




94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer To Your Roof Problems 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 
Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don’t need to, our personal service, 
friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical slated terraced house to 
re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 which includes — 

• All your existing roof removed • Rafters treated with wood preserve 

• New under-slating felt fitted • Pressure treated battens fixed 

• High quality slate substitutes fixed • New lead battens fixed 

• A 25-year guarantee against leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on a terraced house, for 
example, replacing or refixing up to 15 slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 1 2 x 1 2 flat roof can cost as little as £200 — 

• All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer built up flat roofing system fixed 
• A full 1 0-year guarantee against leakage • Quality workmanship — next to none. 

• All work to full British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and without oblig- 
ation. 

References can be supplied from many satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 
WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies In Your Best Interest 
NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of VAT 


Oxfordshire Family Health 
Services Authority 

EMERGENCY 
DENTAL CLINICS 

For any non-registered patient requiring urgent dental treatment. 
Please telephone during surgery hours for an appointment. 


KIDLINGTON: 

Monday-Friday 

5.15-8.30pm 

Kidlington Health Centre 
Oxford Road 
Kidlington 
Oxford OX5 1AP 
Tel: (0865) 842609 

WALLINGFORD: 

Saturday mornings 
8.30- 11.30am 
Wallingford Community 
Hospital 
Reading Road 
Wallingford 
Oxon 0X10 9DU 
Tel: (0491) 824587 


EAST OXFORD: 

Saturday mornings 

8.30-1 1.30am 

East Oxford Health Centre 

Manzil Way 

Cowley Road 

Oxford OX4 1XD 

Tel: (0865) 201976 

WITNEY: 

Saturday mornings 

8.30-1 1.30am 

Nuffield Health Centre 

Welch Way 

Witney 

Oxon 

OX8 7HQ 

Tel: (0993) 778832 
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A rich vein of humour and anecdote 


Churches reply 
to the BBC 


T iis was our first meeting since the much 
publicised November group of sessions. If 
the media were to be believed there was 
more actioif outside the Chamber than inside. Cer- 
tainly there were more empty seats than usual 
throughout the debates. But for those who attended 
there was plenty to occupy us. 

How should senior appointments be made in the 
Church? The report before us called for wider 
consultation and less secrecy when suffragan bish- 
ops and deans were appointed. Some thought we 
should advertise such posts. Lay people might be 
involved in selection. As an Established Church we 
cannot always arrange things as we like. Firm 
proposals on these matters will be brought to 
Synod in due course, takmg note of the debate. 

Wide experience 

Yet again we appreciated the wide experience of 
synod members when we looked at the Anglican 
Communion in sub-Saharan Africa. Despite the 
grievous trials imposed by drought, debt and war, 
the churches there continue to grow. Many English 
dioceses have links with African provinces and we 
heard that we had as much to gain from these links 
as they did from us. We urged the Government to 
take action to improve trading and lending prac- 
tice. 

Question time brought some very sharp inter- 


changes on the subject of the future of theological 
colleges. This continues to be a very thorny subject 
with no clear future yet mapped out. There was 
some light relief on the subject of bats in churches 
with pun upon weak pun, but we were reminded 
that for some it is a very serious matter. 

The response of the Church’s Board of Education 
to the Government’s White Paper ‘Choice and 
Diversity’ was given a mixed welcome. The gen- 
eral thrust was welcomed, but some felt it could 
have been stronger. Three-quarters of a million 

General Synod Report 


children are in C of E schools. We passed a motion 
encouraging our local and national Boards of Ed- 
ucation in their response to the Education Bill. 

Synod is often at its most entertaining when 
discussing liturgy and related matters. Not that it 
does not take such things seriously. It is precisely 
because these things are at the centre of much that 
we do that they produce a rich vein of anecdote and 
humour. Proposals for a Service of the Word with 
alternative versions of the Creed (as suggested in 
Patterns for Worship) which might be used for 
Family Services, have been passed on for consid- 
eration. We also looked at proposals to amend 
Canon 17 which is concerned with worship. Bish- 
op Colin Buchanan took such an active part that it 


was suggested that we were dealing with a Bu- 
canon. 

There was little humour when we came to discuss 
a Private Member’s Motion that the time limit for 
abortion should be set at 18 weeks. Though there 
was much sympathy for the point of view, we 
passed an amended motion from the BSR that there 
was urgent need to reduce the demand for abortion. 


We felt the Church should develop educational 
programmes, support the medical profession and 
those who have to ‘bear the burden of parenthood 
in difficult circumstances.’ 

On the final day we expressed our concern about 
the future of the BBC in a lively debate. Lastly, 
there was another chance for Synod to give its 
views on Sunday Trading. (See Feb DOOR) As we 
left, we said good-bye to Sir Douglas Lovelock, the 
retiring First Church Estates Commissioner. 

Hilary Unwin 


Hilary Unwin is a member of General 
Synod and the Lay Training Officer 
for the Amersham Deanery 


The ‘ anachronism’ of the BBC relying 
on funding and secondment from the 
Churches for the majority of its reli- 
gious programmes should end says 
the Churches Media T rust, an independ- 
ent ecumenical charity. 

The recommmendation is part of the 
Churches’ Media Trust response to the 
the Government’s consultative docu- 
ment on the future of the BBC. The 
Trust also calls for the licence fee to be 
maintained as the main source of fund- 
ing for the BBC. However, it recom- 
mends a sizeable reduction in the li- 
cence fee for pensioners and those on 
low incomes. 

The BBC ought to fund trained reli- 
gious producers based on BBC Local 
Radio stations who will also contribute 
to regional television and national ra- 
dio says the Trust. Other recommenda- 
tions include the restoration of local 
community arts and music programmes 
instead of the 'bland and anodyne 
evening regional prgrammes which 
have replaced them' and a limit on the 
number of public service channels avail- 
able to the listener. 

The Churches Media Trust was set up 
by the Churches and ecumenical bod- 
ies to provide new thinking and funding 
for the Churches’ work in the printed 
and broadcast media following the 1 990 
Broadcasting Act 


Educational programme 


Good Friday & Easter Saturday, April 9th & 10th, 10am-6pm Daily 

THAME CRAFT WEEKEND 

Thame Sports & Arts Centre, oxford Road 

Now in its 4th year this show just keeps on going from strength to strength. 

Some of the finest Craftsmen, Artists & Designers will be there, with lots of 
interesting Crafts and plenty of demonstrations. A must for all lovers of 
Quality Crafts looking for somewhere special to visit this Easter. 

Adults El Chlldren/OAP 50p Living Heritage Craft Shows: (061) 231 3626 




Dialabil 


ijfiy 

Off 


ford 



m 


$ 


Oxfordshire’s County Information Centre 
for People with Disabilities 

Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road 
Oxford 0X1 4XD 
0865 791818 


A Member of DIAL UK — AffiHrted to the Disabled Living CenUet — Regalered Charity No. 285644 



Shanks & McEwan 
(Technical Services) Ltd 

Enrirntmtc/tfaUy the better choice 


Attention All Householders 

Do you have 

Hazardous Waste? 



Waste Management 


CAKING COUNTYWIDE 


Oxfordshire County Council is developing a 
doorstep service for collecting hazardous waste from 
households in its latest environmental initiative. 

The service, run with the assistance of the district 
councils, will eventually be available countrywide. It is 
being promoted area by area to prevent the system 
being swamped with calls from householders wanting 
to clear out waste which might have accumulated in 
garages and garden sheds over many years. 

County Council Waste Regulation Officer Barry 
Sheppard explained: 'The County Council wants to 
help people to dispose of hazardous waste safely, in 
a way which presents no danger to individuals or the 
environment. 

“We have employed a leading waste management 
company, Shanks & McEwan (Technical Services) 

Ltd., to make monthly doorstep collections from 
households which contact us. The kind of things we 
have in mind are garden chemicals, solvents and 
thinners, sealants and glues, car care products, 
aerosols, paints, bleach and unwanted medicines or 
chemicals. 

"In the weeks the scheme has already been running 
the County Council has helped people to safely dispose of a range of items, some of 
them potentially very dangerous. It is a free service tor private individuals to make sure 
they do not have to store unnecessary hazardous waste because they don’t know what 
else to do with it. The waste is taken out of the county the same day and disposed of in a 
specialist treatment works. 

“All people have to do is contact us on Oxford 815621 or 815866 and we will arrange 
the next available date to come and collect. However, for the next few months we would 
expect a wave of interest to help clear away backlogs, so we are promoting the service in 
stages, starting With the Vale of White Horse area, and then including South Oxfordshire 
and Oxford, and finally West Oxfordshire and Cherweli. It will eventually be a complete 
countywide service." 

The trained chemist (who will show identification) will have all necessary equipment to 
transport your waste(s) safely to a licensed treatment site. However, in the meantime 
there are a number of rudimentary steps and checks we suggest may be carried out to 
assist you in both storing the waste(s) safely and also ensuring they are in a fit state to 

be carried to the disposal site. 

« 

If you have any of the above, or similar, as a householder you could 
have such items collected free of charge from your home. For more 
details o*mpiy ring one of the following numbers: 


CONTAINER TYPE 

A. Liquids and Sludges/Pastes 

All containers should be sealed correctly so that 
there are no leaks, and no apparent gases exuding 
from the receptacles. Also, if the substances are 
not in their original packaging, then you should 
check to see if there is any degradation to the 
container. N.B. This is only likely to occur if acids 
are kept in metal cannisters, or solvents in certain 
plastic containers. 

Solids 

If the packaging is cardboard or paper, then you should check for tears 
and rips particularly if the waste is in powder or granular form. Also, these 
wastes should be kept in a cool dry place and not exposed to damp or 
moisture, in either of the above cases, and with the exception of solvent 
based products, a sealed plastic bag could be used to contain any minor 
leaks, or better still, some kind of sturdy over-packaging. 

Glass 

Glass containers should be tightly 
closed with a cap, bung, or stopper, 
and free from any cracks or chips 
likely to result in a leak. 

LOCATION 

The wastes should be secured, 
preferably under lock and key; kept out 
of the sun in a cool pace, and from 
children’s reach and foodstuffs. 

GENERAL 

If you are in any way unsure of the exact 
nature of the waste(s) then the best rule 
of thumb is to leave well alone. Please 
refrain from any ‘sniffing’, touching or peering into containers, and use heavy gloves if 
you decide to handle these products. N.B. You should never smoke in the presence of 
chemicals! 

LABELLING 

We will supply and fix all legally required labels at the time of removal. If in the interim, 
however, you are storing for instance, weedkiller in a lemonade bottle, then if possible 
we strongly recommend you mark the bottle Poisonous Substance just to be on the safe 
side. 




Are you keeping the following Wastes and want to 

dispose of them safely ? 

Garden Chemicals 

Paints 

Solvents 8c Thinners 

Bleach 

Sealants 8c Glues 

Unwanted Medicines 

Car Care Products 
Aerosols 

Miscellaneous Chemicals 



(0865) 815621 or 815866 


PLEASE NOTE that the waste must have come from your own 
household and be capable of being contained in a container approx 
18 tnx 181 nx 18 im 
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Theatre Breaks 


This friendly and comfortable hotel is situated within 
easy walking distance of many of the city’s finest theatres 
and galleries, including Edinburgh’s acclaimed 
Filmhouse, the Usher Hall and hi-tech new home of the 
Traverse Theatre 

All 45 bedrooms offer en-suite facilities and the hotel 
has received many accolades for its food. 


Herald House Hotel 

70 Grove Street, Edinburgh BH3 8EP 
TeL 031 228 2323 Fax: 031 228 3101 




Theatre Breaks 

, //anc/te>sfer 


The pulse of the city, the warmth of the village. The 
Bowdon Hotel, where business and pleasure meet. The 
hotel has undergone a complete transformation after 
recent ambitious refurbishment projects. 

The hotel provides conference facilities for meetings of 
10 to 140 witha full range of secretarial and support 
services and 82 well appointed en suite bedrooms. 

The Bowdon Hotel 

Tangham Rd, Bowdon, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2HT 
TeL 061 928 7121 Fax: 06l 927 7560 


fg Holloway’s (f) 

FURNITURE & FINE ART AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

THE BANBURY AUCTION ROOMS 

A full and interesting series of sales throughout the year. Town centre 
location, opposite the multi-storey car park. 

To enter articles into a sale just contact us for a free appointment. 

VALUATIONS FOR INSURANCE AND OTHER PURPOSES. 

THE LOCAL AUCTIONEERS WITH A NATIONAL REPUTATION. 

49, PARSONS STREET, BANBURY, OXON. OX16 8PF 

Tel: (0295) 253197. Fax: 0295 252542 


OPEN DAYS 
1993 

THE MANOR 
HOUSE 



DATES 

1993 

AND 

GARDENS 


STANTON HARCOURT, Near OXFORD 

The House an Gardens are open from 2-6pm on: 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY 


OPEN ON STATED 




BANK HOLS 


DAYS FROM 

APRIL 


11 

12 


2-6PM 


22 

29 

25 



ADMISSION 

MAY 


2 

its 

3 


HOUSE & GARDEN 


27 

ID 

30 

31 


Adults £3.00 






Children 

JUNE 

10 

24* 

13 

27 



(under 12 years) & 
OAPs £2.0(5. 

JULY 

8 

11 





22 

25 



GARDEN ONLY 

AUGUST 

5 

8 



Adults £1.50 


19 

22 



Children 


26 

29 

30 


(under 12 years) & 

SEPTEMBER 

9 

12 



OAPs £1.00 


23 

26 





Disabled visitors welcome at all opening times 
Group visits by special arrangement TEL: OXFORD (0865) 881928 



OLD BRIDWELL 



Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in the heart of the Devonshire countryside, 
individually styled and colour co-ordinated. These cottages, forming a courtyard round the 
old pumphouse. Other elegant and spacious accommodation - set in the beautiful 
grounds of one of the largest privately owned country estates in the West Country. Guests 
have full use of the owners private club. Widworth Court Sports and Leisure Club facilities 
including tennis court, squash court, heated outdoor swimming pool, pool-side restaurant, 
indoor leisure spa complex, comprising of swimming pool, jacuzzi, saunas, steam room, 
solarium and bars. Children and pets welcome. Enjoy the Difference. 




II colour brochure 
The Estate Office, Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, 
Pern EX15 3BU Tel: (0404) 83880 



A journey through time 


As /(the Archdeacon 

The facts on burial re g isters 


My column this month will mainly be of interest 
in parishes which have churchyards. The ques- 
tion to be addressed is: ‘What are the parish’s 
obligations in the recording of burials?’ 

1. The Parochial Registers and Records Meas- 
ure 1978 laid down how a burial register was to 
be maintained. However, the lay-out of the 
register has been amended by the Church of 
England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 
1992 which came into force on January 1 this 
year. Three new columns have now been added 
to the register, one for the date of death, one for 
the date of disposal of cremated remains, and 
one for a churchyard plan reference number. It is 
important to note here that cremated remains 
may be interred in a burial ground which has 
been formally closed. It will need a separate 
register for this purpose. 

A funeral which takes place followed by a 
burial in a local authority cemetery should be 
recorded in the register of services. Burials 
which take place in burial grounds belonging to 
an institution which has no register of its own (an 
unlikely case) must be recorded in the appropri- 
ate parish register, even if the incumbent did not 
officiate. 

2. 1 have referred to a ‘churchyard plan’. Most 
parishes have these, and it is of vital importance 
to make a plan marking all known graves and 


any grave spaces reserved by Faculty, each 
with its reference number (see above). Full 
advice on how to set about recording a 
churchyard is given in The Churchyards 
Handbook (third edition 1988) Chapter 16. 
The making of a plan is likely very soon to 
become law. 

Frank Weston 
The Venerable Frank Weston is the Arch- 
deacon of Oxford. 

# Churchyards will be featured in next 
month ’5 centre pages. 



Illustration © Graham Jeffrey ( 1 992) is repro- 
duced from Handle with Prayer: A Church 
Cleaner’ s Notebook (Church House Publish- 
ing, £ 2.50 ) by permission of the Central Board 
of Finance of the Church of England. 


JJ 


The Oxford connection 



“Now Barabbas,” said Sidney 
Smith, “was a publisher!” He 
might have said “tour operator”. 
When the unsuspecting Saint 
Jerome went on a progress 
through the Holy Land in 385 
AD, the tour operators had al- 
ready realised that Tel Cana in 
the Bet Netofa hills is an incon- 
venient place to take travellers, 
and had renamed an Arab vil- 
lage Keff Kennaa, to this day 
identified as Cana of Galillee. 

But tour operating in the Holy 
Land has come a long way since 
the fourth century: pilgrimage 
customised, prices kept low by 
following well-worn itineraries, 
clergy offered a free taster. I’ m 
not decrying it. If it’s a choice 
between going and not going, 
the package is a great deal better 
than nothing. 

“But what went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see?” asked the 
man. It’s a good question. Now 



and again, it is necessary to pene- 
trate the surface a little, to decus- 
tomise, to awake new perceptions 
— the point of Philip Roderick’s 
initiative in planning a pilgrimage 
from June 17-28, 1994. 

Philip is Director of the Chiltem 
Christian Training Programme, 
and his interest is in the spiritual 
life. But why not invite Tom 
Wright, Chaplain of Worcester 
College, Oxford, whose expertise 
is in New Testament Studies? Or 
Hugh Wybrew, at one time Dean 
of St George’s Cathedral in Jeru- 
salem, whose interest is in the 
Orthodox Churches? Or Richard 
Hughes, author of Travels in the 
Holy Land ? We have agreed to 
come as leaders. And a number of 
eminent local speakers, Palestini- 
ans, Israeli et al , are in process of 
being engaged. 

Our journey, then, will be rich in 
discovery, intellectual, spiritual 
and practical. We begin on Mount 
Nebo, where the patriarch Moses 
ended in sight of the ‘promised 
land’. We travel from there to 
Galilee, then on to Judea. An op- 
tion, too, will take pilgrims to Si- 
nai and St Catherine’s Monastery. 
Finally there will be Petra, in Don 
Burgon’s romantic phrase, “a rose 
red city half as old as time”. 

A list of the rulers of the Holy 
Land from Solomon to Suleiman 
the Magnificent reads like a 
‘Who’s Who” of oriental despots. 
But the Holy Land also demands 
attention to Peter the fisherman, to 
Muhammed the prophet, to Mo- 
ses the lawgiver and, supremely, 
to Our Lord Himself. This is hu- 
manity at its worst and at its best, 
as will be evident again and again 
during this ten day journey through 
time in the land of the Bible. 

Details of this pilgrimage can be 
obtained from the Revd Philip 
Roderick, 18 Sunters Wood Close, 
High Wycombe HP 12 4DZ. Tel- 
ephone: 0494 521605. 

Richard Hughes 
Richard Hughes is Rector of St 
Mary ’s, Whitchurch -on- Thames 


At least 25 people from this 
Diocese attended a weekend 
conference in March on ‘Wit- 
ness Where We Are’. The con- 
ference is organised annually 
by the Church Missionary Soci- 
ety (CMS) members for the 
‘East Central Region’, which 
covers seven dioceses, includ- 
ing Oxford. 

Main speakers this year were 
Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, Gen- 
eral Secretary of CMS, former- 
ly resident in Oxford, and the 
Revd David Winter, the Bishop 
of Oxford’s Officer for Evan- 
gelism (pictured together right).. 
The Conference Chairman was 
Mrs Vivien Lee, a church war- 
den at St Andrew and St Mary, 
Maidenhead. There were repre- 
sentatives from churches in 
Woodley, Olney, Wycombe, 
Haddenham, Headington, Sto- 
kenchurch, Slough and Eyn- 
sham, and two overseas students 
from Wycliffe Hall, Oxford — 
Miss Jessica Nakawombe and 
Canon John Igbari. 

“What emerged from the con- 
ference was the realisation that 
there are things Christians need 
to lose,” said Gill Poole, the 
CMS Area Secretary for Ox- 
ford and St Albans. “While com- 
mitment to people beyond the 
Churches is being revived, there 
is a Christian culture which can 
be an obstacle to the very peo- 
ple to whom Christians want to 
be open. Christians must break 
out of their own cocoon.” 

Questions were also raised 
about the distinctions between 
compromise and respect, be- 
tween Gospel integrity and 
judgemental behaviour. Bishop 


Michael said that true respect 
and true evangelism go together. 

Prompted by the stories told, 
and the issues raised by the mem- 
bers engaged in the development 
and outreach of their own church- 
es, Bishop Michael Nazir Ali 
remarked: “I am struck, once 
again, by the rootedness of CMS 
in the local church.” 

Anne Tupper 
Anne Tapper works at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital , Oxford, in 


genetics research, but for a year 
she worked as a teacher in Port 
Harcourt, Nigeria, through the 
CMS Overseas Placement pro- 
gramme. She will describe some 
of that experience at a meeting 
on April 29 organised by the 
Oxford Association of CMS 
members. ‘On the road of expe- 
rience with CMS’ starts at 
7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church 
Parish Room, Linton Road Ox- 
ford, and is open to . „ryone. 
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Somethingtoeat, something todo,somethingtothinkaboutthisEaster 


And all shall be well at Easter 


Sue Jones reflects on the ceremonies of Holy 
Week. They are, she says, a reminder of the 
foundations of our faith and an opportunity 
‘to put it back together again’ 


T here is something very 
compelling about the 
Easter ceremonies for 
me, and although I was only 
introduced to them in my twen- 
ties they have become an inte- 
gral part of the Christian Year 
ever since. 

There was, when I was young, 
always a certain confusion about 
the significance of the events 
surrounding the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection, and not a little 
youthful indignation as to why a 
remarkable and exciting figure 
like Jesus could seemingly come 
to such a tragic end. As I grew 
older, and the cycle of birth, death 
and resurrection have become 
more part of the general order of 
things, I began to see the Easter 
Vigil as our own inadaquate at- 
tempt, in our parish churches, to 
‘put it back together again’. 

I have never liked Good Fri- 
day. Childhood abiding memo- 
ries are of rather decorous cycle 
rides to our local farm to see the 
new bom lambs, and a some- 
what guilty casting about for an 
inner revelation to make sense of 
this day, when the world stopped 
functioning in a normal way. 
Christmas made much more 
sense. More than one of my books 
was stuffed full of donkeys and 
angels, with a baby at the centre. 

What happened? 

So what happened to the cen- 
tral character in those interven- 
ing 33 years to turn my Christ- 
mas into Good Friday? Time 
passes, and here we are on Maun- 
dy Thursday after a final cele- 
bration with friends. A simple 
request to “watch and pray,” is 
ignored, and replete with food 
and wine we fall asleep and even- 
tually, like the cowards we are, 
run away, hide and start saying: 
“It’s nothing to do with me.” 
The church is stripped of its 
finery, and there is a dreadful 
unease about the place. The light 
has been snuffed out; all is emp- 
ty and bereft, and things are fall- 
ing apart. A great deal of the 
levity and good humour that so 
often prevails amongst the Chris- 
tians of our church is somehow 
missing, and Good Friday con- 
tinues its miserable course and 
the few stand by to watch and 


wait. But after Good Friday, 
Saturday dawns and restoration 
begins. The altar is re-covered 
with fine clean linen, candles 
replaced, and the Easter Garden 
with its empty tomb is a pictur- 
esque reminder of things that are 
to be. The church is symbolical- 
ly ‘dressed overall’ with flowers 
in anticipation of celebrating the 
final surprise God sprung upon 
us. 

Somehow, as the day progress- 


es it becomes necessary to re-tell 
more of the story than is usual at 
our Sunday-by-Sunday family 
Eucharist. We need to be remind- 
ed, or at least some of us do, of 
the foundations on which our faith 
is built. We need to re-establish 
the presence of Christ within and 
amongst ourselves, so that it can 
hopefully be seen and perceived 
by those whom we meet from 
day to day, and by those who visit 
our church only intermittently. 


It may be that only a few come 
to The Vigil on Easter Even, but 
I see it in the context of ‘putting 
it back together again’. That 
which was taken apart is re- 
newed; that which was lost is re- 
established, and somehow things 
that were ‘ not well ’ become well 
again. 

Attending these Easter Cere- 
monies I see as a way of helping 
to give back — my input if you 
like — something that needs to 
be within the spirituality of our 
church, and something which 
needs to be there and available 
for every person who crosses 
the threshold of the church, how- 
ever marginal a Christian they 
may be. We need to rediscover 


what we are about, where we 
come from, and have faith to 
look to the future. 

I actually heave a sigh of relief 
as the Sacrament is returned to 
the church, and I see Commun- 
ion on Easter Even as a sort of 
renewal and recreation of the 
never-ending story of death and 
resurrection that takes place in 


all our lives. We need to have the 
story retold from time to time, 
and also to be a part of that 
eternal ‘putting it back together 
again’, so that we can on Easter 
Day be part of the great joy of the 
Resurrection which is enhanced 
by all that has gone on before. 
Sue Jones is married to the Vicar 
of South Ascot 


Church crawling — and welcome! 


The visitors books in a small rural church often 
reveals a surprising number of visitors from many 
parts of the world. Occasionally, they are coming 
back to their roots, but there must also be some 
other reason for church visiting. 

Instead of questioning the whys and where- 
fores, the Schome team of villages decided to 
hold an open day of welcome to visitors. 

The Schome villages lie roughly between Ayles- 
bury and Winslow, and have eight parishes, each 
with a fine medieval church, distinct in style and 
atmosphere. The team was formed in 1981, and 
three clergy minister to the parishes. Each has 
pastoral care of his own particular parishes, but is 
available to all. 

There is close co-operation with the Free Church- 
es, and all five are joining in the open day and in 
the thanksgiving service the following day. 

The churches and chapels are open from 11am 
until 5pm on Saturday, May 8, and will reveal not 
only architectural glories but bear witness to what 
its members are doing to further the work of God, 
however small the congregation. 

Visitors will be given a map on arrival, and the 
children a trail quiz. This is not a a fundraising 
event, but an open door and a warm welcome to 
all church crawlers. It is an invitation to explore, 
to find the unexpected and to enjoy a Saturday 
outing. We welcome you. 

We hope to feature tourism and churches in 
the July DOOR. If you have any unusual 
ways of welcoming visitors to your church 
please let us know as soon as possible. There 
will be another Church Tea Guide in the 
same issue. We need details of the days and 
times you serve tea / coffee. This time, 
please say if there is wheelchair access. 


WINSLOW 


Granborough 

l 

North Marston 



A41 A413 

AYLESBURY 


Our Maundy 
Thursday Meal 

On Maundy Thursday evening, after a Celebration of the Last Supper 
with the Vicar and the United Reformed Church Minister, we strip the 
altar and remove all decoration and soft furnishings, including car- 
pets, from the church. The congregation then returns to the Vicarage 
for a shared supper, each partaker of which has contributed some- 
thing, from a bottle of wine to peeling and cooking a pan of potatoes. 

We sit round one candlelit table (or several tables placed together) 
in a mighty squash! — and, before we eat, the following is read out 
loud (given to us years ago by a Mansfield College student) :- 

We eat UNLEAVENED BREAD (pitta bread) to remind us that the 



have time to wait for the bread 
to make hasty prepara- 
Before Passover could 
Jewish home, all yeast 
St Paul writes: “Clear 
life with all its sin and 
will be like a new batch 
yeast, ready to celebrate 


people of Israel did not 
to rise because they had 
tions for their journey, 
be celebrated in the 
had to be removed. And 
out the yeast of the old 1 
wickedness. Then you 
of dough without any 
the Passover Festival.” 

We eat BITTER HERBS (mint sauce) on this night to remind us of 
the hard labour and suffering which the people of Israel endured as 
slaves in Egypt. We remember, too, the suffering and death of Jesus 
on the cross to bring men back to God. We also think of the suffering 
that many still endure today. 

We eat LAMB (lamb stew or roast shoulder) to remind us that the 
people of Israel ate roast lamb on the night when God freed them from 
slavery. We remember, too, that Jesus our Lord offered himself as the 
Passover Lamb to free us from sin. 

We eat EGG (chopped hard-boiled) to remind us that, after the 
destruction of the Temple, the people of Israel could no longer eat the 
sacrificial lamb. In its place they ate an egg, the symbol of life. We 
remember that an egg is the symbol of the Resurrection of Christ and 
the new life of Easter which comes out of death. 

Then, before we drink RED WINE , we say together “AMEN, 
COME LORD JESUS”. 

After the meal, the following is read: 

Blessed are you. Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we 
have this fruit of the vine and bread of the field. We ask that you will 
come y Lord Jesus, and destroy the evil in the world, give peace to us 
and all peoples, give all mankind the blessings of freedom, deliver 
your Church from all evil, make your Church perfect in your love and 
make all things new. 

And we all say “AMEN, COME LORD JESUS”. 

Jane Bugg 

Jane Bugg is chairman of The DOOR editorial support committee. 
She is married to the Vicar of Brill . 




ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM 
Beaumont Street 
Oxford 

April Exhibition. Indud.: 

Panoramic Views of St. Petersburg 1716-1835 

recording the growth of Europe's most beautiful 
18th century city. 

The Byzantine Bridge between East and West 

trade and manufacture from AD 300 to 1453. 

Open Tuesdays to Saturdays 10am to 4pm/ 

Sundays 2pm to 4pm. 

Cloned Monday* and Good Friday until 
Banter Sunday inclunive. Adminnion free. 


old Wild Life Park 

Burford, Oxfordshire 
Tel: (0993) 823006 

A World of 
Wild Animals 

PLUS: 

• Adventure Playground 

# Picnic Area • Reptile House & Aquarium 

• Narrow Gauge Railway (April-Oct incl.) 

• Brass Rubbing Centre 

• Talks by Staff 

In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
Open Daily from 10am to 6pm 

Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 




MASONRY DAMAGE? 

ROOF DAMAGE? 

STONE AND BRICKWORK WEATHERED? 
LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS DAMGED? 
CHURCH WORKS? 

Whatever your problem talk to the Specialists — 

We have many years of experience in external maintenance at all heights 
and many happy prestigious clients. 

Call us NOW whatever the problem: 

( 0602 ) 277044 

Or our EMERGENCY LINE on: 

( 0602 ) 786755 24 hours a day 


RESTORATION Greasley Street 
COMPANY LTD Nottingham NG6 8NE 




An invitation to all singers for 
GOOD FRIDAY 


Conductor Alan Baird 


“Bring It ind Sing If* 

Organist : Cynthia Hall 


4.00pm Rehearsal - 6.00pm Tea and Hot Cross Buns 
7.30pm Performance 

Admission £2 - in aid of the 


ORGAN RESTORATION FUND 
of St. Mary’s, Henley-on-Thames 


v Matte** . 
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Images of suffering 


Pupils from the Princess Margaret Royal Free C of E Aided Upper School, Windsor, faced the 
realities of suffering when their art teacher, May Eighteen, set them the subject of 'casualties of 
war’. Some of the results were so dramatic that special needs teacher Iain Maclnnes joined 
Mary Eighteen to show off the youngsters’ achievements at Diocesan Church House, Oxford. 
The Imperial War Museum have also expressed an interest in the pictures . Pictured (top left to 
right): Iain Maclnnes, Michelle Wiseman, Nathalie Perez, Mary Eighteen (front); Fiona 
Godlement, Carolyn Carter and Alicia Panasewicz. Photo: courtesy Bucks and Berks Observer 


Easter pilgrimage 


YOUNG 

DOOR 


Many dioceses have special 
events on Easter Monday which 
enable the diocesan ‘family’ to 
worship together; this year we 
shall be gathering in this way at 
the Church of Christ the Corner- 
stone in Milton Keynes. The serv- 
ice will be preceded by a short 
procession from Campbell Park, 
led by the Bishop of Oxford. 

We hope that you will come 
and join us for what promises to 
be a memorable occasion. All 
pilgrims should gather in Camp- 
bell Park, Central Milton Keynes 
by 2.30pm. 

Beedon Youth 
Action Day 

Following the successful day held 
in the autumn, young people from 
the Downs Group of Parishes 
came together for another Action 
Day. The programme for the day 
was co-ordinated and led by a 
group of young adults from St 


George’s, Wash Common. The 
programme included music, craft 
activities, workshops as well as 
some lively worship, and the day 
finished with a barbecue. 

Training for 
Youth Workers 

The focus for training our volun- 
tary youth workers recently has 
been on arranging opportunities 
for individual parish teams or 
workers from one or two parishes 
together. One group has met reg- 
ularly in Pangboume near Read- 
ing on Saturday mornings. 

There is an Inter-Church SPEC- 
TRUM training course taking 
place at the YMCA in Reading on 
Tuesday evenings. This has been 
arranged jointly by the Berkshire 
Ecumenical Youth Officers Group 
(which includes me, the Diocesan 
Youth Adviser) and Churches To- 
gether in Berkshire. 

There are 19 youth workers from 
different denominations on the 
course. The tutor team is also 
drawn from different churches. It 
is a valuable opportunity to im- 
prove skills, gain new understand- 


ing, and to share ideas and expe- 
rience. In May and June another 
SPECTRUM course is to to be 
held in the Chesham area, when 
we hope an equally diverse group 
of youth workers will come to- 
gether to create a ‘learning com- 
munity’ committed to helping 
each other in their ministry to 
young people. 

In order to serve our youth 
workers more effectively, a net- 
work of Deanery Youth Offic- 
ers/Youth Work representatives 
is gradually being set up. John 
Reaney and Taff Davies, the 
Deanery Youth Officers in Cow- 
ley and Oxford Deaneries, are 
offering regular Youth Worker 
training sessions on Saturday 
morning at St Clement’s Family 
Centre in Oxford. 

The next session will be on 
Saturday, April 24 from 10am to 
12.30pm. 

If you would like more infor- 
mation about training opportu- 
nities for voluntary youth work- 
ers then please contact me at 
Church House. 

Peter Ball, Diocesan 
Youth Adviser 



Hi there , 

As you probably already know, this year’s Chil- 
dren’s Gift Days in May are supporting a project in 
each Archdeaconry to do with deafness. 

The days will be planned so that everyone can 
have'fun doing things together, and sharing in the 
worship at the end when we offer ourselves to God 
and thank him for our talents and our time together. 

In other words, each day will enable everyone to 
take as full a part as possible in the activities. This 
issue of The DOOR has lots of articles about people 
with a disability. But anyone who is disabled in 
some way appreciates it if other people treat them 
as normally as possible. After all, just because one 
part of you doesn’t work very well, doesn’t mean 
that the rest of you doesn’t either! In fact, it’s often 
quite the opposite. For instance, blind people often 
have a much greater sense of hearing and touch than 
people who can see. 

What’s important is that we are all of value. 


Remember, Jesus took an interest in everyone, 
and showed them that He loved them no matter 
who they were. 

Remember, too, as we approach Easter, that 
He loved them and us so much that He was ready 

to die on the cross for each one of us and of 

course, then He rose again on Easter Day. 

During the Gift Days, someone will be there who 
can ‘sign’ for those people who can’t hear words 
when they are spoken, but can see them. Below are 
the signs for ‘Happy Easter’. 

The ‘Easter’ sign shows the left hand making a 
‘hot cross bun’ (fist) and the right hand drawing 
the cross on it. The sign for ‘Happy’ is easy. You 
just clap your hands with joy that Christ is risen 
indeed! 

Perhaps you know someone who understands 
sign language. Why not ask them to show you 
some more signs. You could always give them a 
surprise, and wish them a Happy Easter first! 





Hands clap together in 
circular movement 


‘EfLS'TEHl 



Right index draws cross on 
the back of left fist hand 
— : 


Starving at Harwell 


v 


When David and Mark Baker 
saw the tragic TV pictures over 
Christmas of starving people in 
Somalia, they wanted to do 
something about it. So they or- 
ganised their fellow Pathfind- 
ers from St Matthews’s Church, 
Harwell, to take part in a day of 
prayer and sponsored fasting. 

It was called the ‘Pathfinder 
Starve’ and to make sure that 
no-one gave up, everyone gath- 
ered in the church during the 
period of fast (6am to 6pm) to 
encourage each other, learn 
more about famine relief and 
pray. 

‘They all ate and were satis- 
fied’ (Matthew 14: 20) . This 


verse from the miracle of the feed- 
ing of the five thousand was the 
focus for the day . To help pass the 
time, candles were made and vid- 
eos watched, and an area set aside 
for prayer. 

Keeping warm was as much a 
problem as hunger pains. The 
leader remarked that it was the 
first time in his experience that he 
had seen a group of teenagers 
huddled together around a gas 
fire, rather than round a television 
set. 

Highlight of the day was a visit 
from Dr Bowker, of Chilton, to 
explain the relief work in which 
he and his wife have been in- 
volved. A video about work in 


Ethiopia highlighted the differ- 
ences between emergency aid, 
and continuing aid that helps 
people to help themselves. 

The Bible study showed us that 
whatever we do on our own, 
strength will be limited, but if we 
obey Jesus and bring all things to 
Him for his blessing as the disci- 
ples did with the loaves and the 
fishes, then far greater things will 
happen. In the final prayers on 
the Saturday the funds promised, 
about £200, were offered to Je- 
sus. As a wonderful postscript a 
generous donor doubled it the 
following week, thus fulfilling 
God’s promise to us. 

Mandy Birkinshaw 



MAIDENHEAD COLLEGE FOR GIRLS 

Headmistress Mrs A Doherty BJEd. (Hons.) 

★ Independent Day School 

★ High Standard of academic achievement 

★ Individual attention in small teaching groups 

★ Widely known for caring family atmosphere 

★ Nursery to GCSE 

★ Boys accepted to age 7 

We welcome visits at all times from interested parents 
For further information please contact 

The Secretary 

Maidenhead College for Girls, 

College Avenue, 

Maidenhead, 

Berkshire 
0628 28225 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc ★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies ★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 

Free estimates day or evening 

Please telephone: (0491) 680508 


Spend a Saturday evening with the 

London Emmanuel Choir 

April 3 — Crowland, near Peterborough 

(Methodist Church, Reform Street) 6.30pm 
April 24 — Romsey Abbey, Hampshire 7.30pm 
May 1 — Maesteg, Mid-Glamorgan 

(Bethania Baptist Church) 7pm 
May 15 — Bognor Regis, Sussex (Methodist Church, 
Waterloo Square) 7pm 

June 12 — Wokingham, Berks (Baptist Church, 

Milton Road) 7pm 

June 19 — Chesterfield, Derbyshire (Walton 
Evangelical Church) 7.30pm 

Meet us at the Christian Resources Exhibition, 
Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey, May 25-28 (Stand 311-312) 
Inquiries to LEC, 2 Buckles Way, Banstead, Surrey SM7 1HD 

Telephone: 0757 550657 
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THE BEST IN 
RETIREMENT 
PROPERTY 

Advertisement Feature 

NEARLY three million retired people could be trapped in inap- 
propriate housing because of the continuing effects of the housing 
recession. 

In an in dependent survey into the attitudes of retired people commis- 
sioned by Midlands housing association CCHA Housing, 23 per cent of 
those questioned said that the property slump had delayed their decision to 
sell their existing home. 

Nearly half of those interviewed would welcome a “help to sell” initi- 
atve to ease the trauma of moving. Translated nationally, over five million 
retired people could potentially benefit from such a scheme. 

Fears over security are also driving thousands of pensioners away from 
the city to start a new life in the country. Lower crime rates, better housing 
and improved facilities in the country were the main reasons for the move. 

Many of those leaving the city are moving^to retirement housing in 
country loctations. The survey revealed that nearly nine out of 10 people 
believed retirement housing offered more security than their previous 
home and that two in five people living in country town or village retire- 
ment schemes had moved from a city. 

Nine out of 10 thought their new home was “better” or the same as 
their previous house, 95 per cent said that their leisure pastimes and activi- 
ties had improved or remained the same since they had moved. 


Wyndham Housing Association 

WYNDHAM Housing Association is a Registered charity, offer- 
ing single or double flats for elderly people who wish to enjoy 
their retirement in Oxford, leading active independent lives with 
their own front door. The Association manages two Houses - 
Wynham House in Plantation Road and Charles Ponsonby House 
in Osberton Road, Summertown. 

Each House has a resident Warden and is close to shops, churches, bus 
routes. There is a laundry room, guest room for short-stay visitors and a 
small lounge and library. Wyndham House has a roof-garden and court- 
yard and Charles Ponsonby House has a large garden. Each flat is com- 
pletely self-contained and comprises of a Hall, Sitting Room (with simple 
cooking facilities) Bedroom and Bathroom. Most flats have a balcony or 
patio. 

The flats at Wyndham House are rented and those at Charles Ponsonby 
House are purchased on a 60-year lease. Charges include two meals a day, 
delivered to the flat, central heating, hot water, lighting and property ser- 
vices. 

The aim of the Association is to provide a pleasant and comfortable 
environment free from normal household problems and worries. 



Some of the flats at Wyndham House 


Retire to Burford 

BOVIS HOMES 

THE pretty Oxfordshire town of Burford is one of the most popular 
retirement locations in the Cotswolds. With all the charm and char- 
acter of a Cotswold village and a population of just 1,000, the town 
is in high demand amongst retirement home buyers. 

Yet the chances of retiring to the area are getting slimmer, with just a single 
developer, Bovis Retirement Homes, currently selling purpose built retirement 
properties in the town. 

Bovis have a prime residential development of retirement cottages, apartments 
and bungalows at one end of the high street in Burford. 

“Windrush Court” is a select courtyard scheme of 17 two-and three-bedroom 
apartments in a secluded setting and attractive landscaped gardens. . 

The development goes a long way to dispel housebuyers’ perception of new 
home developments as ‘unimaginative’. Accessed from the High Street, the 
entrance to the development is flanked by walls finished in Cotswold stone. The 
charm and character of the region has been created in external finishes that blend 
in with existing vernacular, using modem materials to complement facades often 
dating back several centuries. The properties are imaginatively laid out and fin- 
ished tastefully in an array of complementary materials including rendering and 
slate roof tiles. 

All the properties are finished to a high quality specification which includes 
fully integrated kitchens, luxurious bathrooms, and tailored individual design 
schemes incorporating colour co-ordinated carpets and curtains as well as match- 
ing accessories. 

Outside, each cottage and bungalow comes complete with its own landscaped 
rear garden and patio area designed to complement the soft colouring of the 
Cotswold stone and rendering. Not only is there a garage facility for each property 
but also additional parking for visitors. 

Landscaping has been designed to blend in with the architectural style, with 
raised wooden planting boxes and a mixture of pathways and grassed areas. 
Traditional Victorian-style street lighting adds the finishing touches. 

“As housebuyers’ demand for greater individuality persists, developers are 
under increasing pressure to be more imaginative in the kerb appeal of their devel- 
opments,” Liz Herring, Sales and Marketing Manager for Bovis Retirement 
Homes, explained. “We believe we have achieved this at “Windrush Court” and 
the response we have had from existing and potential customers has been very 
encouraging.” 

And with more than half the properties at “Windrush Court” already sold, Liz 
Herring urges buyers not to leave it too late: “Once these properties have sold, the 
chances of retiring to purpose-built 
accommodation in Burford will be 
almost non-existent,” she said. 

Prices at “Windrush Court” start 
at £95,960 using Bovis’ 80/20 
Shared Equity scheme (full price 
£119,950) and the showhome is 
open from 11.00am to 5.00pm 
Thursdays to Mondays inclusive. 

Further details are available from 
the Sales Advisor on 0993 823798 
or from Bovis Retirement Homes’ 

Head Office on 021 749 4411. 
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Wardington 
Banbury 
Oxon 0X17 1SD 
TEL: 0295 750513 — FAX: 0295 750036 

(Five minutes from junction 11 on the M40) 

CARE FOR THE ELDERLY MENTALLY INFIRM 

We hmve un outstanding reputation forth* cure of the elderly men t ally infirm, particularly 


Wardington 

■5££>use 

NURSING HOME 


those suffering from Alzheimer's disease. 

We have learned how to meet the special needs of this group of people. We use no routine 
tranquilizing drugs. We offer a relaxed and happy environment, in which residents can letain 
their freedom of choice aid individuality. 

The house has secure gardens and grounds where residents am stroll about whenever they like. 
Maty enjoy our daily minibus trips through the country laies. 

If you are looking for somewhere that will be able to cope, no matter what the future may hold 
— then call George TuthiU or Ann Hollowed, who will be pleased to send you a brochure or 
arrange a visit. 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single unfurnished one-bedroom 
FLATS 

in North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24-Hour Warden Service 
Two meals per day served to individual flats 

All enquiries to: 

The Administrator 
Wyndham House 
Plantation Road 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 
Telephone: Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


RETIRE TO BURFORD 
FROM JUST £111,960. 


Act now to retire in style to the 
COTSWOLDS. And Bovis will pay your 
estate agents fees. 



Windrush Court, The Hill, BURFORD. 

Large 2 & 3 bed retirement cottages and bungalows, 
with garages. Set in an elegant courtyard. 
Fabulous interiors. High quality spec. 

Fully maintained for an easy life. 

Prices from £111,960 with 80% shared equity. 


Tel: 0993 823798 

Head office: 021 749 4411 

PART EXCHANGE 
AVAILABLE 


Bovis) 

Retirement 

Homes 



WOOLHAMPTON 


Let your home look after 
you in Retirement. 


WATERMILL COURT 

BATH ROAD, 

WOOLHAMPTON. TEL: 0734 712177. 
Open Tues - Sat 1.15pm - 4.30pm. 

ONE AND TWO BEDROOM 
RETIREMENT HOMES 

PRICES FROM 

£41,213 " (INCLUDING CARPETS) 

PART EXCHANGE A VAILABLE 


Selling Agents: S (0425) 403722. 

"With 25% Shared Equity Scheme. 
Ask for details. 


TRENCHERWOOD 


HOMES 
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CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

OXFORD AUNTS 
CARE 

2 George Street 
Oxford 0X1 2AF 

0865 791017 

Oxford, Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp / Agy) 



r tt.Vl-UllnUl- 


Do you or a relative of yours 
need home care ? 

Consult (Js 

for resident long term care 
of the elderly 

TLMPOKAKY NIJKSKS 
COMPANIONS AND HLl.P FOR THE 
YOUNG ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

CONSULTUS 

SERVICES AGENCY LTD 

17 London Road Tonbridge 
Kenl TN10 3AB 
(0732) 355 231/352 462 

(Emp Agy) J 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 

CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. 

Fax: (0494) 671259 


St Veronica Nursing Wing 

The Old Vicarage 
Moulsford, Nr Wallingford 

A high standard of Nursing Care within a happy 
atmosphere, rooms overlooking beautiful gardens. 
Short/long term stay patients 

Tel: 0491 - 651428 

for further details 


ORTHO-KINETICS (UK) Ltd has 
been in operation in Britain for over 18 
years, specialising in products designed 
to bring comfort and freedom into the 
lives of those who lack mobility. 

Based in Wednesfield in the West 
Midlands, the company markets motorised 
four and three-wheeler vehicles for people 
with mobility problems, lifting chairs to 
overcome problems of sitting and stand- 
ing, and a range of pushchairs and carry- 
ing appliances for children with varying 
degrees of disability. 

Ortho-Kinetics’ mechanised Lifting 
Chair, available in a variety of models, 
features a strong, silent lifting mechanism 
incorporated into a traditionally made, 
fully upholstered armchair. Controls are at 
the touch of a button and for safety the 
entire chair rises to avoid forming a slide. 
The Lifting Chair is used extensively in 
hospitals, nursing homes and private 
homes. 

The company’s Lark range of 
motorised four and three-wheeler vehicles 
can all be disassembled quickly and easily 
without tools and can be carried in the 
boot of a car. Operated by two 12 volt 
maintenance free gel batteries, complete 
with fully automatic charger, the Larks 
feature narrow width for greater manoeu- 


vrability, pneumatic tyres for superb trac- 
tion and a more comfortable ride, simple 
hand controls and a padded swivel seat 
which can be raised or lowered. 

The company also offers a three year 
warranty and puncture proof tyres. 

Ortho-Kinetics also market the Quadra 
Express range of wheelchairs which incor- 
porate aerospace design and engineering 
to provide exceptional stability, perfor- 
mance and comfort. Ultra light at only 28 
lbs, the Express folds up to a compact 11 
inches. 

The company’s range of pushchairs for 
disabled children includes the Travel 
Chair which can grow with the child, 
adjust to suit various handicaps and adapt 
to alterations in those handicaps. It can be 
used as a pushchair, car seat, recliner or 
high chair. 

Also available from Ortho-Kinetics is a 
motorised three-wheeler - the Pony II - 
which has been designed specifically to 
meet the needs of children. 

Ortho-Kinetics’ products are construct- 
ed with the highest quality materials and 
are designed with special emphasis on 
aesthetics, comfort, correct positioning, 
safety and performance. 

The company’s trained personnel are 
fully qualified and can call on years of 


experience to help customers in the selec- 
tion of products. The company also oper- 
ates an advisory and after care service, 
particularly helpful to both parents and 
therapists of handicapped children. 

For further details telephone 0902 
866166. 



Comfilifi model 550 


DO YOU NEED A LITTLE 
EXTRA CARE AT HOME? 

BNA can help. Call now for details of our flexible, 
.cost effective homecare services: 


lampion gicl6 Cursing Sjoim 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant 
village of Chinnor providing total nursing care in 
comfortable surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • Ensuite facilities 
available • Long or short stay • Lift to first 
floor • Full central heating • Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 


OXFORD 
0865 245201 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
0494 535025 


READING 
0734 586492 



Licensed by Local Authorities to supply Qualified Nurses 6 
Dept of Employment to supply all other staff 



The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone: Madie Bills rgn, 
on 0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



ICNS 


Jountry |o usins 

^ fcmcntino M.Hht r. Em I9W 

Employment Bureau 


HEAD OFFICE REGION 
horsham 0403 210415 
Cardiff 0222 665815 
colchester 0206 768659 
Glasgow 041-248 8827 
Lancaster 0524 848693 
Norwich 0603 763893 
Windsor 0753 832818 
york 0904 631369 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
1 0 \ Market Square, Horsham 
West Sussex RH12 1 EX 


MIDLANDS REGION 
LUTTERWORTH :0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 
SOUTH WEST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
BATH 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
YEOVIL 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 
CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 
Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 


Telephone for full information 


F.R.E.S. Member 



FREEDOM 

FROM WALKING DIFFICULTIES 


The Lifting/Reclining, 
Comfort Armchair - 

One simple hand control 
lets you fully recline to 
a sleeping position or 
smoothly lifts you up 
to a standing position. 


The Lark 4 - Long 
range, kerb climbing 
scooter, fits into the 
back of a small 
hatch-back and can 
travel over A 


20 miles. 



cK I ORTHO-KINETICS S 0902 866166 


I 
I 
I 
I 

I Address: 

Telephone No: 



Post to: Ortho-Kinetics (UK) Ltd, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV13 3XA. 

Name: ..... 


Please send me details 
LARK 4 □ LIFTING CHAIR 
WHEELCHAIRS □ RD 



• Large attractive country house in 
3 acres of well kept grounds 

• Individual rooms, own furniture 

• Long or short stay/holiday breaks 

• Fees: £175 - £275 per week 


HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• Quality home cooking - 
own garden produce 


Details and brochure from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 

Tel: 0494 674204 





^ The 
agency you 

can -trust: 


For all grades 
of n u rsi n g care 

10 Church St. Caversham, Reading RG4 8DZ 
Telephone (0734) 476666 



MARGARET LEWIS R.M.N. 

COUNSELLOR 
Specialist in Psychological and 
Interpersonal Problems 

Tel: Oxford (0865) 311704 

(After hours 24 hour answerphone) 
Absolute Confidentiality Assured 





MSSCh. MBChA. 


Qualified Surgical Chiropodist 

Registered Member of the British Chiropody Association 
Visiting Practice - Home visits by appointment 

17, Gibson Road, Booker, 

High Wycombe, 

Bucks. HP12 4QW Tel: 0494 526573 


Care first 

Provides a caring, flexible service 
for the elderly, handicapped and 
infirm within the community. 
Fully experienced staff providing 
24 hour, 7-day service. 

Telephone: 

Margaret Philips on: 



-UKHCA- 

UNITED KINGDOM 
HOMECARE ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATING HOME CARE 
AND HOME NURSING SERVICES 


0295 710923 
or 0831 320659 

All clients will receive 
an assessment visit. 


We hold full membership of: 

The United Kingdom HomeCare Association 
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Retirement Living with McCarthy and Stone 


McCarthy and Stone are the 
country’s leading builder of 
private retirement housing. 
They have developments 
throughout the South of 
England which are ideal for 
those aged sixty plus. 

Each development features one 
and two bedroom private flats, each 
with their own fully fitted kitchen 
and bathroom, separate living 
room/dining area and entrance hall. 
The developments have their own 
resident house managers, backed 
up by the country’s most advanced 
24 hour Careline Monitoring 
Service which not only ensures res- 
idents’ well being, but also controls 
door entry and maintains the fire 
alarm system. The developments 
also usually feature a residents’ 
lounge, fully equipped laundry 
room, landscaped gardens, private 
parking facilities and a guest suite 
for visiting friends and relations. 

The company offers a range of 
purchase facilities to help people 
make their move. These include the 
Preferential Purchase Plan, which 
means that McCarthy and Stone 
will lend a large percentage off the 
list price of their retirement flats, 
which is only payable when the flat 
is subsequently sold or vacated. 

Another scheme which is prov- 
ing particularly popular in the cur- 
rent climate is the Guaranteed Part 
Exchange Scheme. This enables 
purchasers to buy the McCarthy 
and Stone flat of their choice with- 
out having to wait for the sale of 
their existing property. The compa- 
ny will take over full responsibility 
for the original property’s sale and 
in the unlikely event that a buyer 
hasn’t been found within six 
months will buy it themselves at 
the agreed part exchange price. 

McCarthy and Stone are the 
leading developers of private retire- 
ment accommodation in the UK 
and have been voted Housebuilder 
of the Year for five years running. 
In the 1993 Awards, McCarthy and 
Stone received two Blue Riband 
Awards and more merit certificates 
than any other developer. 

Nationwide, McCarthy and 
Stone manage over 350 retirement 
developments, far more than any 
other company, providing peace of 


mind, reassurance and security to 
over 20,000 residents each day. 

A survey undertaken by the 
Harris Research Centre showed 
recently that people living in pri- 
vate retirement housing feel health- 
ier, visit their doctor less often and 
feel their quality of life has 
improved. With fewer worries and 
responsibilities residents are more 
able - and have more time - to get 
on with life. The research also dis- 
covered that 90% of residents 
would recommend McCarthy and 
Stone to a friend. 

Interested viewers can look 
around any of the developments, 
visit the show flats, or even have a 
look at a resident’s flat to see for 
themselves how the active retired 
live Hfe to the full. Further infor- 
mation is available from McCarthy 
and Stone’s regional head office at 
Byfleet on 0932 336099. 

McCarthy and Stone Voted Best 
British Housebuilder 

Buyers of McCarthy and Stone 
retirement flats have voted the 
company the best housebuilder in 
the country at the Daily Express 
Housebuilding of The Year 
Awards, where the company 
received two Blue Riband Awards 
and the most merit certificates. This 
is the fifth consecutive year that the 
company has been voted 
Housebuilder of the Year and the 
second year running that the com- 
pany has won two Blue Riband 
Awards. 

Each year 12 Blue Riband 
Awards are awarded to builders in 
different catagories. The two 
awards taken by McCarthy and 
Stone were, as Housebuilder of the 
Year in the category for companies 
building 751-1,500 homes and for 
the company with the best regional 
office which was won by Mc- 
Carthy and Stone’s Central Region 
office based in Altrincham, 
Cheshire. 

In addition McCarthy and Stone 
also won 22 out of a possible 33 
merit awards for the general help- 
fulness of its staff, the quality of its 
product; the presentation of its flats 
on moving day and its after sales 
service. This is more than any other 
housebuilder received. 



An interior shot of a residents 9 lounge in a typical McCarthy & Stone 
developement 


Independence and Security 

EMMBROOK COURT 

The first owners moved into Emmbrook Court over two years ago and 
now, eight months after the last phase was completed, there are only 
five apartments left for sale. 

There are also three re-sale apartments available, one on the ground 
floor. 

Emmbrook Court is a great success which has fulfilled all expecta- 
tions by providing a happy and caring environment for retired people 
which enables them to remain independent for the whole of their lives, 
regardless of how frail they might become. 

Visitors are always welcome and it is only by meeting and talking to 
people who live at Emmbrook Court that you will get a true impression. 

There are various ways of buying. A spacious two-bedroomed apart- 
ment can be purchased from £70,000 by means of a shared equity 
scheme. 

If you are finding it difficult to manage in your present home, but 
wish to stay independent and enjoy the security of Emmbrook Court, 
telephone for further details:- 

Larry Klein - Reading (0734) 503745 



HOME CARE 
SERVICE 

Chilton House Nursing Home is pleased to 
offer a Home Care Service for those who 
are frail and need some assistance to live 
at home. We are able to offer assistance 
with: 

★ Dressing/Undressing 

★ Getting up/Going to bed 

★ Bathing and Personal Hygiene 

Fees will be based on an hourly rate plus 
travel costs. 

For further details please ring: 

0844 208621 


EMMBROOK COURT 

LEIGHTON PARK, READING 
Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 
Very Sheltered Housing 

Retired home-owners who want to avoid moving into nursing homes 
in the event of increasing frailty or disability, yet want to retain their 
independence, may be interested in Emmbrook court and the concept 
of very sheltered housing. 

Emmbrook Court provides accommodation for sale in purpose 
built, accessible one and two bedroom apartments. The design of the 
building enables anyone who has difficulty getting about to live com- 
fortably. All doors are wide enough for a wheelchair and steps and 
stairs are non-existent — there are lifts instead. Care has been taken 
with the design of kitchens and bathrooms too e.g. all baths can be 
removed to allow walk-in showers to be Fitted if needed. 

The scheme also includes comprehensive support services. Instead 
of a single warden found in most traditional sheltered housing, there 
is a team of housekeepers working in shifts, who are on call (via an 
alarm in each room) every day of the year. Additional domestic assis- 
tance, such as ironing, cleaning, shopping and more personal care is 
also available to cater for the private needs of owners. 

Communal facilities include a dining room, lounges, guest suite, 
conservatory, laundry, gardens etc. 

For further information about Emmbrook Court contact: 

Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Building Society) 




Prices range 

Greater London 

from 

to 

Barnet* 

£69,950 

£99,950 

Finchley 

£77,950 

£85,950 

Southgate 

£69,950 

£108,950 

Wimbledon 

£76,950 

£99,950 

Surrey 



Coulsdon 

£59,950 

£90,950 

Epsom 

£59,950 

£85,950 

Hinchley Wood* 

£70,950 

£89,950 

Horley 

£48,950 

£69,950 

Kingston 

£65,950 

£91,950 

Redhill 

£52,950 

£75,950 

Surbiton 

£59,950 

£86,950 

Woking 

£63,950 

£75,950 

Reigate 

£62,950 

£79,950 

Hertfordshire 



Baldock 

£37,950 

£51,950 

Codicote 

£52,950 

£72,950 

Hitchin 

£48,950 

£82,950 

Hoddesdon 

£52,950 

£62,950 

Berkshire 



Bracknell 

£52,950 

£65,950 

BinfiekJ 

£55,950 

£72,950 

Windsor 

£58,950 

£84,950 

Kent 



Canterbury* 

£59,950 

£74,950 

Chatham 

£31,000 

£56,750 

Folkestone 

£41,500 

£65,000 

Heme Bay 

£47,550 

£72,950 

Tenterden 

£69,950 

£94,950 

Tonbridge 

£63,950 

£79,950 

West Sussex 



East Grinstead 

£39,950 

£72,950 

East Sussex 



Rye 

£52,950 

£82,950 

Middlesex 



Harrow 

£66,950 

£95,950 

Buckinghamshire 


, . 

Newport PagneH 

£39,950 

£68,950 

Essex 


' ■ 

Woodford Green 

£64,950 

£93,950 


We can help you move 

NOW. 4 


Retirement flats across the 
South East of England 


Our Guaranteed Part Exchange* scheme removes the worry of 
selling your house and enables you to move auickly and easily. 

• All our retirement flats are finished to a hign specification 
with fully fitted kitchens and bathrooms. 

• No exterior maintenance, gardens and security worries. 

• Friendly House Manager - your 'good neighbour'. 

• Residents' lounge to meet new friends. 

Independent research shows that over 90% of our residents 
would recommend us to a friend. Not surprising that we have 
been voted Britain's Housebuilder of the Year 1993. 

McCarthy & Stone have developments throughout London 
and the south-east of England which are now open 7 days a week, 
10.30am -5pm. 

We can help you move now. 

Complete the FREEPOST coupon or call 

©0932 336099. 




GUARANTEED! 

PART EXCHANGE 

[send to: Regional Sales Office, McCarthy & Stone, FREEPOST, 
| Emerald House, 30-38 High Road, Byfleet KT14 7BR 

I 

I Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) 


Address. 


.PostCode. 


TelNo. 


* Subject to survey and valuation. 


+ Sites under construction. 


BUILDING FOR INDEPENDENT SECURE RETIREMENT 


Location of interest. 


Door 273 




•>>*. . 
m 


rrrrr. 
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Every day stories ofdeigyfolk 



We may complain about the Church of England but its life has provided 
a rich source for novelists old and new. Mary Saunders recommends 
some novels with an ecclesiastical flavour 


T ie Sunday papers may 
be interested in the more 
lurid aspects of sex and 
religion but many authors have 
written about the lives and foi- 
bles of the clergy and Church 
people. Sometimes the Church 
provides a structured framework 
- like the country house in the 
classic murder story - in which 
the characters take their place 
as in a dance. Sometimes the 
clergy are merely incidental 
characters. At other times it is 
as if the church buildings them- 
selves were characters in the 
tale. There is certainly a rich 
gallery of fictional clergy and 
Church characters who can pro- 
vide entertaining holiday read- 
ing and here are some sugges- 
tions. 

Cathedral setting 

Joanna Trollope is a contem- 
porary writer, two of whose nov- 
els have an ecclesiastical back- 
ground. Her first novel, The 
Choir ; describes conflict and 
renewal in a cathedral close in 
the context of the struggle for 
the continued existence of the 
traditional choir in a rapidly 
changing world. It is a sensitive 
study of a clash of cultures in a 
closed society but there is an 
underlying sense of optimism 
that tradition can and does adapt 
to change. The Rector* s Wife, 
on the other hand, describes life 
in a modem rural parsonage as 
the heroine tries to come to terms 
with her own expectations, as 
well as those of her husband, 
the parishioners and the Church 
hierarchy. There is some sharp 


observation of the stresses and 
strains of parsonage life but 
again the book concludes on a 
positive if unexpected note. 

Of a rather earlier generation is 
Barbara Pym, who spent her re- 
tirement at Finstock in Oxford- 
shire. Disregarded and unpub- 
lished for much of her life, her 
novels chronicle ordinary quiet 
lives observed with wry humour 
and warmth. She was fascinated 
by the Church and her books are 
full of parish affairs and events 
described in minute detail. From 
Excellent Women to Quartet in 
Autumn andA Few Green Leaves 
her novels, although small scale 
are subtle and accomplished and 
an enduring delight. 

If your taste is for something 
on a larger scale then Susan 
Howatch’s Glittering Images , 
Glamorous Powers, Ultimate 
Prizes, Scandalous Risks and 
Mystical Paths (with a final vol- 
ume Absolute Truths still to 
come) may be for you. This se- 
ries presents a panoramic view 
of the Church of England from 
the 1930s to the 1960s drawing 
upon contemporary theological 
thought as the lives and times of 
the Aysgarths and Darrows un- 
fold. 

Unclerical clergy 

For more classic reading, re- 
member to look out for Jane 
Austen, herself a parsonage 
child, who wrote of curiously 
unclerical clergy like the odi- 
ous Mr Collins in Pride and 
Prejudice. Neither they, nor her 
heroines, ever seem to go to 


church even at Christmas. In 
many ways the clergy receive 
more sympathetic treatment 
from the free-thinking George 
Eliot. Even Mr Casaubon in 
Middlemarch can be pitied and 
who could fail to be moved by 
the tragedies encountered in 
Scenes from Clerical Life. 

Whole gallery 

For myself, I prefer Anthony 
Trollope's Chronicles of 
Barchester. Here the reader 
finds the widest range of cleri- 
cal characters. He conjures up a 
whole gallery of ecclesiastical 
types, from the saintly Warden 
through his worldy son-in-law 
Archdeacon Grantly to the 
smarmy chaplain, Mr Slope and 
Mrs Proudie, the Bishop's domi- 
neering wife. These are 'real' 
human beings and amongst the 
most memorable characters in 
nineteenth century fiction. The 
Diocese of Barchester still has 
much to say today and these are 
books to return to again and 
again. 

After Easter I shall be on the 
look out for a copy of Canon V 
L Whitechurch's Murder at the 
College, in which a member of 
a thinly disguised Oxford DAC 
is m urdered during a lunch break 
in the meeting.... (but that's an- 
other story). 

Mary Saunders 


Mary Saunders is Secretary of 
the Oxford Diocesan Advisory 
Committee (DAC). 


The moral behind our daily cuppa 

How does he do it ? Only a year after giving us When Aid Is Not Enough, a year of overseas travel as 
Editor of International Agricultural Review including covering the Earth Summit in Rio iotThe Church 
Times, pulling his weight on General Synod and as a Reader at St Peter’s, Caversham, John Madeley has 
produced and the Poor: the impact of international trade on developing countries (Intermediate 
Technology Publications , £10.95) 

It is readable in a day - only GATT proved soporific. There are thoroughly researched and documented 
chapters covering how our daily cuppas reach us so cheaply, manufactured goods, tourism, transnational 
corporations such as Nestle, debt, the alternative trade organisations and South-South trade - and useful 
appendices too. 

“Market pressures - more pressing than moral commitments?” puts the issue in a nutshell. That question 
is addressed to every reader of The DOOR, whether as a consumer or at some level in business. John 
Madeley gives us the essential background for our response as Christians. 

Christopher Hall 



Three Banbury women have joined forces to write an activity book on Christian 
festivals for primary children. The authors are Nicola Currie (right), a freelance 
journalist and editor of the Church Times childrens’ page and Jean Thomson (left), 
a primary school teacher and children’s work leader. Both are married to vicars in 
the Parish of Banbury and St Paul’s Sunday school has tested out most of the ideas 
in this book. Julie Baines, the illustrator is a freelance local artist. Seasons , Saints 
and Sticky Tape (National Society, £7.95 from Christian bookshops) is beautifully 
illustrated and full of ideas on how to make the mfy or Christian festivals and saints’ 
days fun for children. 


Defenders of the Faith 


I f the best form of defence is attack, then all the 
people featured in this book qualify to share the 
title ‘Defender of the Faith’ given to King 
Henry Vlll by the Pope in 1521. Often they were 
attacking fellow Christians in their attempts to 
reform and change the Church in which they had 
been nurtured and. Protestors for Paradise attempts 
to ask what is behind this hunger for reform from 
people as different as Savaranola and Schultz (the 
founder of Taiz6), Bunyan and Bonhoeffer. 
Protestors for Paradise hy Frances Gumley and 
Brian Redhead (BBC Books, £1 6.99), which began 
life as a script for Radio 4, has been resourced by 
eminent scholars and is not simply a collection of 
biographical sketches; it is a lively and well-written 
historical interpretation of the way Christianity has 
changed European society and been changed by it. 

In the manner of a BBC production, we have to 
take the accuracy of the research on trust from the 
distinguished contributors. When we have done 
that, we find ourelves exploring some of the 
underlying mythology that is sometimes taught as 
'history' - mythology that forms and shapes our 
self-understanding in the Church and confirms (or 


challenges) our prejudices. For example, were we 
really a Protestant Church in the sixteenth century 
and how does the evidence of local historians, eg. 
in our own Stanford -in -the -Vale in this Dicoese, 
relate to the mythology? 

This is a well-produced attractive book, full of 
interesting insights. If it bears the marks of its 
origins in some negative ways, it makes up for it in 
others, not least in the fun ‘sound bites’ attached, 
for example, to the captions of the well selected 
illustrations. 'Erasmus who loathed English beer’, 
‘ Savaranola with a penchant for bonfires ’ , ‘ Theresa 
of Avila once favoured for her dimples’; but the 
text is not superficial and provides a fascinating 
account of a motley collection of reformers who 
were bent on changing both the Church and world. 
Reading it, I almost wanted to be one rather than the 
tame C of E conformist that I am. This book would 
suggest it is never too late. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Canon Strudwick is the Director of the Diocese 
of Oxford Institute of Education and a Fellow of 
Rewley Hall, Oxford University . 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOLIDAYS 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES 

1993 Holidays — 

Home and Abroad 

Weekend Houseparties — Retreats. New 
Friends. Social Events. Fellowship. 
Details: 

Christian Friendship Fellowship 
Dept DSH/A127, Edenthorpe Don- 
caster. 



IffiAOS 

THE HOLY LAND 

join St Catherine’s Church 
Bournemouth 
Special Pilgrimage 

3-16 June 1993 

£885.00 

Titan Travel Groups 

0737 760033 


• vs 

SSA 


Titan 

Airtours 



PARMA “Family Guest House”, 
NEWQUAY. Five mins beautiful, 
safe sandy beaches. Graham and 
Ros Looker offer family welcome, 
personal service to you and children. 
B&B very reasonable rates. Fire cer- 
tificate, tea/coffee facilities, hair dry- 
ers in rooms, picnic boxes, evening 
baby sitter. 0637 850408. 



THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Oxon 0X14 4AF 
Tel: (0235) 847401 


Retreats, Conferences, Workshops 
including: 

APRIL 23-25 Poetry and the Alexander 
Technique. Weekend workshop led by Sir 
George Trevelyan 

APRIL 24 Praying Together. Rev Jim 
Cotter 

APRIL 27-29 Drawing as Meditation. 
Retreat led by Peter Coates 
APRIL 30-MAY 2 Dancing to Armaged- 
don: Utopia and Apocalypse in Ecology 
and Religion. Weekend workshop led by 
Martin Palmer of ICOREC 
MAY 1 A day on the Gospel of St. John. 
Bishop Stephen Vemey 

For information on these and many other 
Seminars, Workshops and Retreats, 
please call (0235) 847401 or send Sae to: 
The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, 
Oxon 0X14 4AF 

Registered Charity No. 279687 , 



CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
HOLIDAY TOURS 1993 

A holiday tour of 4/5 days is again 
offered for Summer 1 993. These are 
guided tours of sites of special Christian signifi- 
cance in the north-east of England, including Holy 
Island, St Paul’s Church at Jarrow and Durham 
Cathedral. 

The tours are based on the College of St Hild and 
St Bede in the University of Durham, and will run 
from 9th-13th August and from 6th-10th Septem- 
ber 1993. The inclusive cost is £160 plus VAT. 


The programme is full but not strenuous, with 
day-time excursions and evening illustrated talks 
and discussion. 

For enquiries and further details please write 
to or telephone: Keith Hunter, College of SL 
Hild and St Bede, Durham DH1 1SZ. 

(Tel: 091-374 3064). 


A VACANCY EXISTS 


for one or two persons in a certain category in 
a self-contined ground floor unit 
Living room / bedroom / kitchen / bathroom. 
Central heating. Rural location on bus route. 

Telephone: 

(0993) 812705 


COUNSELLING 


Work and Career Counselling 

• Counselling for Change 

• Aptitude Testing 

• Career Focus and Planning 

• Clarifying Goals 

For appointment or free leaflet, please 
call 

Charles Garner M.A., 
Dip.C.G. Newbury 
(0635) 34424 (24 hours) 


AUTHORS 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Especially Religion, Poetry, Memoirs, 
Missionary Stories, Travel, Theology. 
Authors World-wlde Invited 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 7DQ 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, includ- 
ing religion, memoirs, poems and 
first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

Aubrey Hoqse, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian Booksellers. 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, Reli- 
gion, Poetry, Children's Stories and Fic- 
tion. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept A. 24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW6 1TD 


SITUATIONS 



St Martin's Church, Fenny Stratford 

ORGANIST/ 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

required. Parish Mass Rite, a, monthly Even- 
song plus Holy Days. Choir with weekly 
practice. Salary £1,050 pa plus fees. 

Enquiries to Rev Stephen Huckle, 
The Vicarage Manor Road, 

Fenny Stratford, Milton Keynes 

(0908) 372825 


A PERSONAL ASSIS- 
TANT/COMPANION 

Live-in all-found, with a Christian Handi- 
capped Student. Good salary, excellent 
accommodation in Bucks. Driver pre- 
ferred. 

Please send a CV and a brief covering 
letter to: 

Box No 981, The Door, Goodhead 
Publishing, 33 Witney Road, Eyn- 
sham, Oxon OX8 1PJ. 

1 

MOBILITY AIDS 

FOR SALE 

BECK STERLING XL Mobility 
1 Scooter, climbs kerbs, front and rear 
lights, less than one year old, cost 
new £2,200, will accept £1 ,500 ono. 
Tel: (0296) 681228. 

OMEGA Electric Organ. Two manu- 
al, with pedal board. No reasonable 
offer refused. Tel: (0895) 832771. 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 


BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldates, Oxford 0X1 1RB 

Telephone: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Can- 
dles, Communion Wine, Altar Breads, Church 
Stationary. 

Open Monday-Saturday 9.00am-5.30pm 

We accept Visa and Access 
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Music • Courses • Worship • Exhibitions • Services • Music • Courses • Worship 



For over 20 years Keston College has studied and reported on the 
role of religion in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. 
Now an exhibition at St Giles’s Church, Woodstock Road, Ox- 
ford, maps the development of Keston’s work. The centrepiece 
of the exhibition is a feature on church restoration. Many build- 
ings such as the Orthodox Church at Chernovtsy in Bukovena in 
Moldavia (above) have been left to rot. The exhibition runs from 
April 24-May 13 12-2pm weekdays and 2-5pm at weekends. 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD. Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion. 10am Matins. 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist. 6pm Evensong. Week- 
days: 7. 15am Matins. 7.35am Holy Com- 
munion. 6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Evensong 5.35pm and Sung Eucharist 
6pm). During Holy Weekservices are as 
above with the following changes: Wed 
7 April: 7.30pm St John Passion Cathe- 
dral Choir directed by Stephen Darling- 
ton. Maundy Thursday: 11am Dioce- 
san Eucharist and Blessing of Oils Cele- 
brant Lord Bishop of Oxford.6pm Said 
Evensong 7.30pm Sung Eucharist. Good 
Friday: 10am Sung Morning Service. 
6pm Sung Evensong. Holy Saturday: 
6pm Sung Evensong 9pm Easter Liturgy 
and Vigil with Festival of Light and 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows. Easter 
Day: services at normal times. 10am Sung 
Matins and 11.15am Sung Eucharist 
Preacher Lord Bishop of Oxford. 
SPIRIT LEVEL is broadcast every Sun- 
day morning between 7am and 9artr on 
BBC Radio Oxford (95.2FM). The pro- 
gramme features music, news and views 
from local churches. Thought For the 
Day each weekday morning at 7.57am in 
the Oxford AM programme. 

APRIL 

Fri 2 MILTON KEYNES. St Andrew’s 
Bookshop presents Simon Bemard-Smith 
in Concert at the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone. 7.30pm. Tickets £2.50 from 
St Andrew’s Bookshop Ltd, 50 Church 
St, Wolverton M K 1 2 5 J W (send SAE) or 
phone 0908 221331. 

Sat 3 DORCHESTER. An act of devo- 
tion for Holy Week: works of Schiitz, 
Bruckner, Brahms and Bach performed 
by the Rottgen Chamber Choir of Bonn. 
6pm in Dorchester Abbey - no charge. 
Sat 3 WINKFIELD. Come to St Mary’s 
Church to sing or listen to Handel’s 
Messiah at 7.30pm. Rehearsal 5.30pm. 
Details from Brian Cox 0344 882624. 
Singers pay £1, audience £3. 

Sat 3 AYLESBURY Riding Lights per- 
form Roughshod: a punchy presentation 
of the Gospel at St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Free entry. Telephone 0296 
24276. 

Sun 4 WITNEY Procession of Palms 
and Holy Communion 10. 15am St Mary’s 
Church, with Canon John Fenton, for- 
merly\)f Christ Church Cathdral. 

Sun 4 THAME Paul Alexander presents 
St John's Gospel in St Mary's Church at 


8pm. Tickets £3.95 or £2.50 conces- 
sions. Prayers 7pm, doors open 7.30pm. 

Details: 0844 213491. 

Sun 4 HOLTSPUR. Concert of Mozart, 
Beethoven and Franck with Bryan Fai- 
fax on violin and Michael Shak on piano 
7.30pm at St Thomas’ Church, May- 
flower Way . Tickets £3.50 (£2 for under- 
16s) from St Michael’s, St Mary’s or St 
Thomas’ Churches or ring 0494 674634. 
Proceeds to South Bucks Young Home- 
less Action Group. 

Sun 4 CHALFONT ST GILES. Free 
concert at 3pm: Stabat Mater by Pergole- 
si and The Seven Last Words on the 
Cross by Haydn in the parish church. 
Concert given under auspices of The 
Viola d’Apiore Society of Great Britain. 
Sun 4 COOKHAM Holy Trinity Choir 
with soloists and orchestra perform Han- 
del’s Messiah in church at 7pm. Cost £5. 
Sun 4 LITTLE MARLOW Special 
service of music and readings for Palm 
Sunday at 6pm with the joint choirs of 
Little Marlow and Bisham churches. 
Sun 4 • Thu 22 OXFORD. Exhibition of 
Lino prints by Denis May : Rennaissence, 
an Easter message. Open 12-2pm week- 
days and 2-5pm weekends. 

Sun 4 C’RAN BOURNE. Performance 
of Mary Magdalene, a musical drama by 
Roger Jones. St Peter’s Church 6pm. 
Sun 4 COWLEY. Haydn’s Creation 3pm 
St Francis Church, Hollow Way per- 
formed by Kennington & District United 
Church Choirs. Admission free with col- 
lection for USPG and Age Concern. 

Fri 9 DUNSMORE. The Dunsmore 
Singers perform ‘The Way of the Cross’, 
a series of readings and music from Pas- 
siontide works including Bach’s St John 
and St Matthew Passion and Stainer’s 
Crucifixion. At the Church of the Resur- 
rection 8pm. Also on Mon 5 at Holy 
Trinity Church Prestwood and on Wed 7 
at St Mary’s Church Wendover. Details 
John Kilbum 0296 624480. 

Good Friday 9 HENLEY-ON- 
THAMES. An open invitation to sing 
Faure’s Requiem at St Mary’s. Rehears- 
al 4pm, tea and hot cross buns 6pm, 
performance 7.30pm. Admission £2 in 
aid of the organ restoration fund. Details: 
0491 572401. 

Good Friday 9 IVER. Richings Choral 
Society present Stainer’s ‘The Crucifix- 
ion’ at St Leonard’s Church, Richings 
Park at 8pm. Donations of £2.50 for 
Macmillan Nurses requested. 

Good Friday D AYLESBURY 8pm in 


St Mary’s Church showing of silent film 
‘King of Kings’ accompanied by prize- 
winning theatre organist Daniel Mac- 
Kenzie. Tickets £2. Ring 0296 24276. 
Good Friday, Easter Day BRACK- 
NELL In Bracknell Family ChurchMu- 
sical drama 34 AD about the life of Christ 
through the eyes of Gavius, a Roman 
soldier. Performances 8pm Good Friday 
and 6.30pm Easter Day. Tickets £1. 
Mon 12 MILTON KEYNES. Easter 
Pilgrimage starting from Campbell Park 
2.30pm Service in Christ the Corner- 
stone 3pm led by Rt Revd Richard Har- 
ries. Details from Revd Michael Bums 
0908 237777. 

Fri 16 - Sun 18 OXFORD. A vocations 
weekend at the Carmelite Priory, Boars 
Hill for young men interested in the 
religious life and the Carmelite vocation. 
Details: 0865 730183. 

Wed 21 WANTAGE. Healing service 
8pm at St Peter and St Paul. Eucharist 
with laying on of hands. Enquiries 02357 
2829. 

Sat 24 CHESHAM. Sounds Easy - a 
selection of sacred and secular music in 
St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Pro- 
grammes £3 on the door. 

Sat 24 OXFORD. Seminar ‘Breaking 
down the dividing wall’ with Bishop 
Patrick Kalilombe from Selly Oak Col- 
leges Centre for Black and White Chris- 
tian Partnership. Oxford Centre for Mis- 
sion Studies, St Philip & St James, Wood- 
stock Road 2-7pm. Contact Shelagh 
Ranger 0865 516375. 

Sat 24 LANGLEY Concert by the Rhym- 
ney Male Voice Choir in aid of Christ the 
Worker Church Extension Fund. 7.30pm 
St Mary’s Church tickets £6. Details 
0753 546920. 

Sun 25 OXFORD At Cowley Road 
Methodist Church during the morning 
service the Libra Theatre Company will 
perform a play about housing for the 
handicapped. Details Jean McConnell 
0865 69100. 

Tue 27 AYLESBURY. First of nine 
sessions on Communicating the Gospel 
with Revd David Winter, Bishop of Ox- 
ford’s Officer for Evangelism. Holy Trin- 
ity Church 8-9.45pm. Cost £23. Contact 
Chiltem Christain Training Programme 
0494 481550. 

Wed 28 AYLESBURY Making the Most 
of the Media: a course led by Revd Rich- 
ard Thomas, Diocesan Communications 
Officer. 8-9.45pm at the Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Camborne Avenue. Cost £3. 
Details 0494 481550. 

Wed 28 PRESTWOOD Perspectives 
on Suffering: four-week course led by 
Beryl Peam. 8-9.45pm Cost 310. Con- 
tact Chiltem Christian Training Pro- 
gramme 0494 481550. 

Wed 28, Thu 29 and Fri 30 April, Sat 
1 May LONG CRENDON. Six plays 
from the York Mystery Cycle 8pm in 
St Mary’s Church.The plays cover the 
period from Christ’s death on the cross. 


His descent into Hell, and Ascension 
into Heaven. Authentic costumes and 
14th century music. Medieval Supper 
will be served BEFORE the performanc- 
es on Friday and Saturday at Long Cren- 
don Manor. Tickets in advance only from 
Mrs Jill Wolfe 0844 208654. Send large 
SAE. 

Fri 30 - Mon 3 May OXFORD Retreat 
for men and women, a course in Christi- 
anity at the Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill. 
Details John and Anne Morgan-Jones 
0249 814083. 

MAY 

Sat 1 OXFORD. Turbulent Priests: Is- 
sues in Church and State. A lecture on the 
Church of England, its history and the 
possibility of disestablishment. With 
Canon Vincent Strudwick and others. 
Tuition £18. Contact University of Ox- 
ford Department for Continuing Educa- 
tion 0865 270360. 

Sat 1 HAMBLEDEN. Concert by Vival- 
di Concertante at St Mary’s 7.30pm. 
Vivaldi, Bellini, Haydn, Mozart, Tchaik- 
ovsky, Grieg. Tickets £6 (0491 574652) 
or at the door. 

Sat 1 CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR 

Annual May Garland Service 10am fol- 
lowed by Maypole dancing in the street. 
Coffee and refreshments. 

Mon 3 BISHAM Open day at All Saint’s 
Church 1 lam-4pm. Ploughman’s lunch- 
es and teas. Choral evensong sung by the 
church choir and friends. 

Wed 5 HIGH WYCOMBE Adrian 
Plass: from a bouncy castle. Christian 
writer and broadcaster in search of ‘faith 
that works’. 8pm at St Andrew’s Hatters 
Lane Cost £3. 

Wed 5 - Sat 8 HENLEY-ON- 
THAMES. Performances of One Soli- 
tary Life - the Ministry of Jesus at the 
Kenton Theatre. Actors, singers etc are 
sought - copntact Shelagh Cowan 0491 
579360 or Caroline Kristoffersen 0491 
571963. 

Sat 8 NEWBURY. Kreisler String Or- 
chestra perform Spring Serenade, a con- 
cert of music by Elgar, Dvorak and 
Tchaikovsky. St George’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £12 or £7.50. Ring 0635 
49919. 

Sat 8 SOUTH ASCOT Concert at All 
Souls’ Church to celebrate 20th anniver- 
sary of the vicar, Revd D Sebastian Jones. 
Tickets £3 in aid of Paul Bevan McMil- 
lan Appeal for a new day hospice at 
Heatherwood Hospital. Enquiries 0344 
24535. 

Sat 8 ELLESBOROUGH Hobby and 
collectors’ exhibition at Butlers Cross 
Village Hall 10.30am-4.30pm. Free en- 
try. Enquiries 0296 623093. 

Tue 11 OXFORD CMS bring and buy 
coffee morning organised by Women’s 
Oxofrd Auxiliary Committee. 10.30-12 
St Andrew’s Church. Linton Road. Talk 
by Cecily Boreham: ‘On the Banks of the 
Jordan’. Entrance and coffee 40p. 


Mod 17 GERRARDS CROSS Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship din- 
ner. Details Bob Sutton 02407 4689. 

Sat 22 OXFORD.St Clement’s Church 
7.30pm ‘ In His Presence ’ by Roger May- 
or: an act of worship in a variety of 
musical styles. 

Sat 22 AYLESBURY Christian Rock 
Concert with After the Blitz at 8pm in St 
Mary’s Church. Tickets £2.50 towards 
Christian Aid Week. Youth Groups wel- 
come. Ring 0296 24276. 

Sat 22 AYLESBURY St Mary’s May 
Fayre llam-4pm. Ten per cent of pro- 
ceeds to Christian Aid. 

Sat 29-Mon 31 MILTON KEYNES. 
Downs Bam, Cross and Stable Church 
Flower Festival to celebrate the raising 
of the bells. Saturday: Concert conduct- 
ed by Adrian Boynton, musical director, 
Christ the Cornerstone. Sunday: Festal 
Evensong 6pm. Preacher Brian Gatward, 
treasurer Oxford Diocesan Guild of Bell- 
ringers. 

Sat 29-Mon 31 PITSTONE Church 
Spring Festival with flowers, art and 
crafts. Open Sat 2-6pm Sun and Mon 
1 lam-6pm. Evensong Sunday 6pm. De- 
tails 0296 661544. 

National and international chapters of 
The Pilgrims of St Francis are now 
making arrangements for their 1993 pro- 
gramme. The movement is open to all 
Christians and pilgrimages are held all 
over Europe. The National Pilgrimage 
will be held from 31 May to 5 June in 
Ashford, Kent. Cost £30 waged, £22 
unwaged, £15 age 12 and under, free 
under 4 years. International pilgrimage 
in Strasbourg, France 21 to 29 July. 
Information: Mrs Pam Foster, 49 Haugh- 
ton Road, Shifnal, Shrops TF11 8DF. 
Tel: 0952 460694. 


JUNE 

Sat 5 HAMBLEDEN. Concert by Ian 
and Jennifer Partridge at St Mary’s 


7.30pm. Schubert ‘Die Schone Muller- 
in’ and Beethoven ‘An Die Feme Ge- 
liebte’. Tickets £6 (0491 574652) or at 
the door. 

Sat 5-Sun 6 WOLVERTON Flower 
Festival at Holy Trinity Church Saturday 
10am-6pm. Sat pm: recital, Sun am: fes- 
tival eucharist, Sun pm: songs of praise. 
Details 0908 322584. Proceeds to Willen 
Hospice for the terminally ill and for new 
facilities in the church. 

Sat 26 NETTLEBED Flower Festival 
St Bartholomew’s Church 10am-5pm 
followed at 8pm by concert and poetry 
reading. Concert by ticket only: tele- 
phone 0491 641606. 

Bookings now being taken for an Ani- 
mal Welfare Retreat to be held at Mary- 
vale Pastoral Centre, Guildford June 18- 
20. Cost is £60 including full board and 
lodging. Send SAE to Mrs Brenda Per- 
ridge, 8 Dukes Close, North Weald, Ep- 
ping, Essex CM 16 6DA. 

STOP PRESS: Tue 27 April OXFORD 
Council for Christians and Jews, St An- 
drews Church, Linton Road 8pm. Ned 
and Mary Rosenbaum talk of their mixed 
marriage. Details 0993 812 888. 

Thu 6-Sat 8 May HENLEY.Kenton 
Theatre 7.45pm. One Solitary Life Play- 
ers present The Ministry, a musical play. 
Tickets £5. Box office Henley 575698. 
Sat 8 May OXFORD St Margaret's In- 
stitute, Polstead Rd. Faith Matters In 
Counselling: OPCS workshop. Cost £10. 
Details Oxford 516894. 

NOTICES 

Flannelgraphs and large pictures of Bi- 
ble stories required (secondhand) for 
Armenia. Please contact J Roysten, 
Meadow Way, New Road, Dinton, Ayles- 
bury HP17 8UT. 

American Lutheran priest looking for 
house and possibly pulpit exchange in 
July or August. Contact the Revd Roger 
W Spencer, 233 South Highwood Ave, 
Glen Rock, New Jersey 07452. 
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'Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary^ 

April 4 Palm Sunday: All parish churches as they enter Holy Week, 
those working in the motor trade, churches in Leipzig (linked with 
Milton Keynes). 

April 11 Easter Day: Deanery of Cowley, the Bishop’s Office, the 
Cathedral. 

April 18: Young people and those who work in youth service. 

Orthodox Church in former Soviet Union (linked with Anglicans 
through Bishop Richard). 

April 25: Deanery of Wantage, low-paid workers, especially those in 
our parish, Christ the Worker, laying the foundation stone of church 
extension. 

J 


CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 



FISHER + 
TOWNSEND 

(Funeral Direc- 
tors) 

Office and Chapel of Rest 

81 High Street * 
Witney 

Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Manager - 
Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm 

Now open on Satur- 
day 9-12 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


BROMLEY & 
SON 

Funeral Directors 

145 Magdalen Road 
Telephone 
Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 

Monumental Mason 

Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 


PERSONAL 





CARING, reliable lady available to 
help look after elderly lady or gentle- 
man. Hours by arrangement, nights if 
required. References upon request. 
Apply Box No 984, Goodhead Pub- 
lishing, 33 Witney Road, Eynsham, 
qxqn.OXSIPJ. ... , 


WIDOW, 55, Christian, professional, 
unassuming, non smoker, seeks 
compatible gentleman for friendship 
and outings, North Bucks area. 
Please apply Box No 982, The Door, 
Goodhead Publishing, 33 Witney 
Road, Eynsham, Oxon OX8 1PJ. 


SERVICES 


TIM CROUTER 

Brass instrumental 

TEACHER 

FREELANCE CONDUCTOR 
& TUBA SOLOIST 

0793 692740 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 523978. Somer- 
set House, 145 London Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1BT. 


TOWER CLOCK SPECIALIST 


A J Nicholls MBHI 

Horological Engineer 





0272 446276 

Unit 3, 74 Oak Road 
Horfield, Bristol 
BS7 8RZ 


Old clocks conserved 
New clocks commissioned 
Autowinders and night silencing 


DAVID J HERRING, Pipe organ, 
Harmonium and Piano Repairer and 
Tuner. Est. 18 Years. Tel 0865 
874590. 


COUNSELLING 

Anxiety - Stress - Grief 
- Relationships - Change - 
Spiritual Growth 
Individuals and Groups 
Courses by arrangement 

Tel: (0865) 62691 

For appointment or brochure 


FRAMING 

Pictures, Tapestries, Embroidery, 
Certificates, Mirrors framed to 
suit your requirements. 

For further details contact: 
Derek Pepper, Bell Cottage, Bell 
Lane, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 0QD or 
Phone 0491 39228 


WANTED 


WANTED, Double Bass (older one 
preferred). Pleae apply Box No 983, 
Goodhead Publishing, 33 Witney 
Road, Eynsham, Oxon OX8 1PJ. 















All things bright and beautiful 


“The prettiest school in Berk- 
shire” is how one visitor de- 
scribed Finchampstead CE (Aid- 
ed) Primary School one sum- 
mer’s day when their hanging 
baskets were in flower and their 
Bible Garden in bloom. But even 
on a cold February morning you 
can’t help noticing the school’s 
attractive front garden complete 
with ornamental arch and seat or 
the new coppice beyond the play- 
ground. You notice too a group 
of children preparing the flower 
beds around the new extension 
for planting, the banners in the 
hall with an environmental 
theme, the tubs of bulbs outside 
the infants’ classroom and an 
attractive mural of the Garden of 
Eden on the walls of a Victorian 
outhouse. 

The school was started in a 
cottage attached to St James’ 
Church before moving to its 
present site in 1858. The Victo- 
rian buildings were modernised 
and extended in 1961, 1965 and 
again very recently. However, 
despite its attractive position in 
the middle of one of the oldest 
villages in the Great Windsor 
Forest, the school has only a 
small site. Until recently a tar- 
mac playground, a small area of 


rough grass and a stagnant pond 
provided the only opportunities 
for learning and playing in the 
open air. 

Then two years ago the school 
decided to enter the Queen ’ s 40th 
Anniversary Trust Award com- 
petition with an environmental 

Finchampstead School 
has won three awards 
for its environmental 
project. News of its 
Bible garden has even 
spread to Cyprus. 
Christine Zwart reports 

project. Considerable thought 
was given to it which involved 
not only the children and their 
parents and staff but also gover- 
nors and members of the local 
community. The aim was to ex- 
tend the school’s Christian at- 
mosphere of “Faith lived out in 
the school” to its landscape in a 
way which would make it more 
. attractive for the children, the 
villagers and the wildlife, make 
it more of a resource for the 
school and demonstrate the 
school’s Christian status. 

The result was ‘ All things bright 
and beautiful’ which has trans- 



Admiring the mural in the Victorian outhouse are: 

(left to right) Erin Semark, Philip Turwitt and Louise Daw 


formed the school grounds. The 
grassed area in front has become 
the Bible Garden where all the 
plants are associated with the 
Bible and Christian festivals and 
where there is a bench where 
villagers can sit at any time. Be- 
hind the school there has been 
more informal planting includ- 
ing a wildlife hedge linked to a 
small coppice which is planted 
with trees and shrubs with Bibli- 
cal connections and has an ‘en- 
vironmentally friendly' path laid 
by the children themselves. The 
Victorian outhouse was also im- 
proved with seating and a mural 
painted by the children with pa- 
rental help. An environmental 
day was held with demonstra- 
tions and talks and involving the 
whole community. In January 
1992 an aluminium can recy- 
cling scheme began and long 
term aims include the construc- 
tion of a wetland habitat with 
Biblical plants, the production 
of a booklet about the Bible Gar- 
den plants and the development 
of a piece of adjoining land which 
the PCC have made available to 
the school. 

Funding for the whole project 
has come from a variety of sourc- 
es. People were asked to buy 
labels to attach to the Beech 
sapling hedge, marked with their 
own name so that they could 
help pay for it and feel involved 
in its growth. The ‘money tree’ 
in the hall accounted for over 
£800 and collecting tins made 
from recycled cans and labelled 
by the children were made avail- 
able. There was a great sense of 
community involvement too 
when an appeal for a wheel bar- 
row went out in the church mag- 
azine and an elderly gentleman 
came to the school with an anon- 
ymous gift of £100, enough to 
buy secateurs and plants too. 

It is not surprising to learn that 
the All Things Bright and Beau- 
tiful project has won three awards 
for the school . Their entry for the 


Queen’s Anniversary brought a 
bronze award. In the Berkshire 
in Europe week competition they 
were awarded a Birch tree (Lux- 
embourg), one of twelve trees 
representing the European Com- 
munity ’s twelve nations and most 
recently they have won £500, a 
telephone answering machine 
and two more trees, the Premier 
Award, in the Berkshire Envi- 
ronmental Scheme. 

News of the Bible Garden has 
even spread to St Paul’s Angli- 
can Cathedral in Nicosia, Cy- 
prus .The Provost has asked Fin- 
champstead School to advise 
them in setting up a similar gar- 
den to celebrate the Cathedral’ s 
centenary this year. 

In all of these activities the chil- 
dren ’s contribution has been eve- 
ry bit as important as the adults 
says Mrs Pauline Cowell, the 
school’s headmistress. There are 
two environmental committees, 
one adult and one made up of 
two children from each class 
and ably led by the chairman, 
David Annan (10) and the chair- 
man elect Peter Harrison (9). On 
the day we went they had given 
up a visit to the swimming pool 
to take us on an informative tour 
of the school’s grounds. 



In the Bible Garden with Mrs Pauline Cowell are (left to 
right) Elliot Larsen, Gaby MacKinley, Zoe Athill and 
Nicholas Greenwood and the Queen ' s Annni versary Award 


Mrs Cowell is delighted with 
the project’s success. Concern 
for the environment has been 
integrated into the school’s cur- 
riculum and it has been “a won- 
derful way of promoting links 
between different age groups, 
with parents and governors and 
with the community," she says. 


Even the coming of spring has 
taken on a new meaning. At Fin- 
champstead School it means 
Solomon's Seal, Jerusalem Cross 
and Star of Bethlehem and all 
things bright and beautiful. 



David Annan and Peter Harrison with the school's 
' Luxembourg' tree. All pictures by Frank Blackwell 


Can you help? 

Margaret Gale, one of the 
school governors, is hoping to 
write a practical reference guide 
to help the children expand the 
Bible Garden and she would 
welcome help from our read- 
ers. She is particularly interest- 
ed in how/ when/ why specific 
flora became associated with 
Christian figures, occasions 
and / or received their colloqui- 
al religious names eg Blue Bell 
( Endymion non scriptus ) and 
linked to St George. She would 
also welcome any comments, 
ideas, stories about a favourite 
religious theme plant. Any 
readers' material used will be 
acknowledged. Please contact 
Mrs Gale c/o Finchamp- 
stead School, Wokingham, 
Berkshire RG11 4JR. 


Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 



Use our experience 
to get the right model 
for your individual 
needs. 

(0296) 415003 


The Risen Life 

The Resurrection is not just an isolated episode in the history of 
mankind. It is a convincing vindication of our Lord’s whole ministry 
on earth, and the foundation of the Christian faith. But it is also a 
declaration of the ever-present truth that the ‘risen life’ is accessible 
to all who believe in Christ. Christ is risen: We are risen. That message 
must be all the more welcome this Easter, given the events of the first 
quarter of the year, with the sad tale of ever-growing unemployment, 
with the seeming powerlessness of the UN to control the situation in 
the former Y ugoslavia, with the painful evidence of growing lawless- 
ness in our streets, and a peculiarly horrifying event on Merseyside 
with the violent death of a two-year old boy. 

A friend of mine has been so horrified by it all that he is off to 
Australia for a couple of months. But there is no escape for most of 
us, only an assurance that in Christ society is capable of renewal, that 
for those who believe positively in Christ, broken lives can be 
mended, married partners reconciled, even the most violent elements 
in society can be restrained and, equally important, that the Church 
itself can be renewed for a more positive witness to a world which is 
crying out for good news. 

If the Roman Empire in the time of Christ, increasingly corrupt, 
desperately divided, full of competing cults and desperate for truth, 
could hear the gospel and be spiritually revived, there must be hope 
for our society, however dark and forbidding the future looks. Yes, 
the Resurrection is more than an episode in history, however remark- 
able. It can be an experience in the here and now, reviving hope for 
ourselves, for our next-door neighbour, for the Church on the village 
green, for those who live out their lives on Merseyside. We who are 
Christians are called to be exemplars of the ‘Risen Life’, lights in a 
darkened and darkening world. Christ is risen: We are risen. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York. 


OUR WORK IS CARING 



Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home will open this Summer, increasing places available, 
but funds are still urgently needed to build further homes to cater 
for the growing number of the Board’s pensioners who seek help. 
Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much 
needed work for those who have cared for others in the name of 
Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of our new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board’s 
charitable work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available 
from the Secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 
Freepost, 7 Little College Street 
London SW1P3SF 

Reg. charity 236627 





